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SUCCESS 
STORY . . . 


The  Tartan  Ten  is  the 
fastest  selling  boat  over 

30  ft  in  li.S.  history! 

WHY? 

She  is  uncomplicated  £ 
uncompromising.  Designed 
for  truly  exhilarating  sailing! 

Be  a  part  of  the  success 
story!  Race  with  our 
local  one  design  fleet. 


Bay  Areas 
One  Design  Dealer 


Clipper  Yacht  Harbor  Sausalito 
Homewood  Marina  Lake  Tahoe 


(415)  332-4622 
(916)  525-6538 


EXQUISITE  CUSTOM  SAILS 


STEALING  CANDY  FROM  KIDS? 

Winning  the  Banshee  Nationals  with  a  record  of  1,  1,  1, 
1,1,2  would  seem  like  it  resembles  the  age  old  art  of  tak¬ 
ing  candy  away  from  kids,  but  that  is  not  exactly  how 
things  were  for  John  Navas.  When  we  asked  him  how 
come  he  got  that  second  place  he  told  us  that  the  racing 
had  been  really  tough.  It  had  been  common  for  the  first 
ten  boats  to  get  to  the  weather  mark  within  ten  seconds  of 
each  other,  and  the  lead  would  change  regularly  during 
each  race.  That  is  good  competition. 

John  is  not  new  to  Banshee  sailing.  He  has  been  sailing 
the  boat  for  some  seven  years,  and  says  that  every  time  he 
goes  out  he  learns  some  more  of  the  basics. 

When  looking  for  a  new  sailmaker,  John  came  to 
Richards  &  van  Heeckeren,  and  explained  his  thoughts  on 
Banshee  sails.  We  listened,  and  went  to  work.  The  results 
are  pleasing  both  to  John  and  ourselves. 

We  are  pleased  to  have  John  sailing  with  our  sails, 
.because  we  like  to  have  our  sails  on  winning  boats,  and 
having  a  super  sailor  like  John  at  the  helm  certainly 
makes  you  look  good. 

John  is  pleased  to  be  sailing  with  our  sails,  because 
when  the  competition  is  tough,  a  super  sail  gives  him  that 
little  edge  he  needs. 

Congratulations  to  John  Navas  for  a  splendid  display  of 
skill  during  a  regatta  where  precision  and  execution  com¬ 
bined  with  a  touch  of  extra  boat  speed  made  a  tremendous 


★  John  Navas  winning  the  Banshee  Nationals. 


W/W-W) 

Signet  Instruments 

Stocking  Dealers  for:  Headfoil  2 
★  Powered  by  Pineapples  and  Atlantis  Foul  Weather  Gear 

Richards  and  van  Heeckeren 

SAIUMKERS  AT  123  SECOND  STREET;  OAKLAND,  CALIFORNIA  94607  (415)444-4321 


difference  in  the  score. 


SANTANA  35 

OFFSHORE  ONE  DESIGN 
TALK  ABOUT  ONE-DESIGN 
_8_SANTANA  35  SAILING 
THE  WINDJAMMERS 
RACE  AUG.  3 1  st 
in  IOR  &  PHRF 


ASK  ABOUT  OUR 
SPECIAL  RACING 
FLEET  PACKAGE 
a  tremendous  savings 
for  the  racing  sailor. 

WE  ARE  THE  NO.  1 
BAY  AREA 

ONE-DESIGN  DEALER 
SANTANA  20 
SANTANA  22 
SANTANA  525 
NEWPORT  3011 
SANTANA  35 


GIVE  US  A  CALL  FOR 
FURTHER  INFO. 

Gil  &  Kitty  or  Chris 
Guillaume  Corlett 


*Front  Page  News 
1  Sec  II  Danforth 
Winner  “Lipton  Cup”  RYC 


MARINER  SQ.  YACHTS 


2415  Mariner  Square  Drive,  Alameda,  Ca.  (415)  521-7030 


MANUFACTURERS  AND  DISTRIBUTORS  OF  MARINE  ELECTRICAL  WIRE 


the  most  flexible  marine  wire  for 
12v.  and  120v.  shipboard  installations 


please  send  the  TECHNICAL  DATA  SHEET  / 


please  send  the  WIRE  SAMPLES 

HAVE  REPRESENTATIVE  CALL 
(dealers  only)  /  ■ 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


STATE  ZIP 


200  GATE  FIVE  RD  •  SAUSALITO,  CA  94965  •  (415)  332-1710 


COME  VISIT  US  IN  BOOTH  ft  19C  -  NCMA  BOAT  SHOW  ’80 
OAKLAND  COLISEUM  ARENA  -  OCT.  3-7,  1979 


Wylie  34 


LEADING  EDGE  WINS  DRAKES  BAY  RACE 
FIRST  OVERALL  AND  FIRST  IN  CLASS 

Engineered  for  Sailing:  the  Wylie  34  is  designed 
to  sail  as  fast  as  a  40  footer,  but  has  the  ease  of 
handling  of  a  28  footer . . .  thanks  to  moderate 
displacement  and  manageable  7/8’s  rig. 

Cruise  Comfort:  the  interior  is  designed  for  cruis¬ 
ing  anywhere  ...  7  foot  vee  berth  forward,  fully  en¬ 
closed  head  with  sink,  spacious  hanging  locker, 
settee  berths  with  optional  table,  chart  table  with 
ice  box  below,  large  sink  with  foot  pump,  stove, 
wide  quarter  berths,  6’3”  headroom,  powered  by 

a  Renault  16  HP  diesel. 


Race-Efficient  Deck:  full-size  cockpit  well 
with  seats  and  backrest,  unique  winch 
islands,  internal  halyards  led  aft  to  two-speed 
winches,  internal  reef  gear  led  to  deck  with 
stoppers,  large  forward  hatch. 


1980  BAY  AREA  ONE  DESIGN 

ORGANIZED 


Performance 

RacerfCruiser 


Ballast 


25  9 

BEAM  10’  10' 


KERMIT  PARKER  YACHT  BROKERAGE 


(415)  456-1860 

San  Rafael  Yacht  Harbor,  557  Francisco  Blvd.,  San  Rafael,  CA  94901 


Introducing 

AMF 

2100 

The  AMF  2100  is  a  versatile,  trailerable,  weekender 
designed  with  the  look  and  feel  of  an  ocean  racer.  She 
features  an  easy  to  handle  7/8ths  rig,  a  large  cockpit 
with  ample  seating  for  6,  full  sitting  headroom  below  in 
a  light  and  airy  cabin,  and  best  of  all  the  AMF  2100  is 
UNSINKABLE.  See  and  sail  her  soon  at  KERMIT 
PARKER  YACHT  BROKERAGE.  Call  for  an  appointment 
to  go  sailing. 


LESTER  STONE  designed  and  built  in  1938.  A  tine  ex¬ 
ample  of  that  famous  San  Francisco  Bay  Boat  Builder. 
Fir  on  oak  frames,  VHF,  depth  sounder,  stereo,  8  man 
Avon,  and  more.  Great  for  coastal  or  long  distance 
cruising,  and  very  reasonably  priced  at  an  asking 
price  . . .  $24,000 


AMF  ALCORT/PACESHIP  PY  26.  Save  now  on  this  rug¬ 
gedly  built,  fully  equipped  demonstrator  model.  A  fine 
sailing,  quality  built  FG  boat  that  will  please  both  the 
racer  and  the  Bay  cruising  family.  A  good  investment 
In  dollars  and  pleasure.  NEW  BOAT  WARRANTY  — 
$24,000 


SELECTED  BROKERAGE  BOATS 

18’  Teak  Lady . $  5,200 

20’  Mermaid . 4,000 

24’  Cox,  delightful  cruiser. .  .11,900 

24’  Cal  T/4 . 7,500 

25’  Peterson  1V4  Tonner. . .  .20,000 
25’  Debutante  with  inboard . . .  7,950 

25’  Bahama.. . 10,950 

25’  Cheoy  Lee . 11,500 

26’  Westerly  Centaur . 16,900 

26’  Thunderbird .  . 4,800 

27’  Ericson . 21,700 

27’  Tartan  Yawl . 18,750 

28’  Cust.  Scandanavian  Sip..  12,950 

28’  Islander  28,  diesel . 33,500 

28’  Herreshoff  H  28 . \  .  .28,500 

28’  Herreshoff  Rozinante ...  20,000 

28’  Gulfweed  Ketch . 17,000 

30’  Cal  30,  full  keel . 22,500 

30’  S&S  Motorsailer . 22,500 

30’  S&S  Northstar  1000 . 22,000 

30’  Corinthian  Sloop . 8,500 

30’  Santana  Divi.  P  Champ.  .36,500 

30’  Vega  Motorsailer . 36,500 

32’  Islander,  A  Good  Cruise. 27, 500 

32’  Westsail  (3). . (from)  37,000 

32’  Danish  Pilot  Sloop . .26,000 

35’  Cheoy  Lee  Lion . 38,000 

36’  Steel  Cutter . 29,500 

37’  Gulf  star,  1977 . 68,000 

41’  Alden  Motorsailer . 68,000 

41’  Garden  Ketch  (FG). . 69,500 

41’  S&S  Yawl,  True  Classic.  .69,500 
47’  Steel  Yawl . .82,500 


CUSTOM  BUILT  61’  beauty,  built  in  ‘52  by  Bergshamira 
Shipyard,  Stockholm,  &  rebuilt  in  ‘76.  New  custom  Pro¬ 
ctor  Aluminum  spar,  winches,  sails  &  rigging  In  ‘78. 
Accomodations  for  7  +  2  crew.  3  burner  Shipmate  gas 
stove,  refer/freezer.  10  sails,  12  Lewmar  winches,  VHF, 
RDF,  fatho.  much  more.  Maintained  to  the  highest 
standards  &  can  make  you  a  very  proud  owner. 


ALDAN  MALABAR  KETCH,  48’.  A  true  classic  yacht. 
Built  in  ‘48,  well,  maintained,  fast,  comfortable 
passagemaker.  Accommodations  for  7,  a  ‘74  Volvo 
Penta  Dsl.,  12’  Zodiac  dinghy,  9.9  OB  motor,  VHF,  SSB, 
RDF,  Auto  Pilot,  fatho.,  new  wiring  in  ‘74,  2.3  KW 
generator,  &  much  more.  Illness  forces  sale  &  she  is 
very  realistically  priced. 


Don  Wilson  i 

YACHT  SALES 


BAHAMA  30 


complete  at  $30,800 
Price  increase  due 
October  1,  1979 


ISLANDER  36  —  Barients,  sails,  diesel,  shower,  pulpits, 
lifelines,  radio,  k.m.,  d.s.,  everything  you  need  for  the  best  sail¬ 
ing  on  S.F.  Bay.  130  in  Class. 

YAMAHA  33  —  Offshore  cruiser,  ready  to  go  and  loaded 
with  gear  at  $49,500 

CONQUEST  33  TRAWLER  —  Fully  equipped  —  ready  to 
cruise  at  $49,900 


11  EMBARCADERO  WEST  PORTOBELLO 
OAKLAND  444-8717 
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MARAMU 

RACING  BOOTS 


Men’s 

Yellow  &  Navy 


7,8,9,9V2, 

10%  ,11, 

12,13 


Its  unique  design  features  a 
15°  backward  lean  to  the 
boot  shaft  to  avoid  chafing  of 
the  trapeze  harnesses.  This 
special  feature  keeps  the  foot 
comfortable  in  the  right  at¬ 
titude  for  small  boat  racers 
who  use  the  trapeze.  The 
inside  shaft  laces  to  close.  The 
shaft  has  a  nylon  gusset  and 
adjusts  to  any  ankle  size  & 
may  be  worn  over  or  under 
any  foul  weather  pants.  A  double 
thickness  of  rubber  over  the  instep 
resists  chafing  of  the  hiking  strap 
while  on  the  trapeze. 

SECOND  STREET  •  SAN  FRANCISCO  •  PHONE  986-2090 
FREE  PARKING  AT  S.  W.  CORNER  AT  2ND  AND  HOWARD 


W. 


ui  mi  ■ 

DISP. 
BALLAST 
SAIL  AREA 
POWER 
FUEL 
WATER 


21,000# 

8,000# 

630  SQ  FT 
DIESEL 
130  GALS 
210  GALS 


BRUCE  BINGHAM.  N.A. 


■  m  » 1  ^  u  cr  {  Vt i 

AT  OUR  DOCKS  NOW!  25’ 

See  us  at  the  S.F.  Bay-in-the-Water  26’ 

Boat  Show  —  Sept.  7-16.  26’ 

YACHT  SALES 

PT.  RICHMOND,  CA  94807  •  (415)  237-3251 


SANTA  FE 

320  WEST  CUTTING  BLVD.  • 


Specifications  include:  4  sail  inven¬ 
tory;  Hand  lay-up  exceeds  Lloyd’s 
specs.;  Full  keel  -  skeg  rudder; 
Superior  headroom  throughout; 
Boom  gallows;  Stand  up  work  shop; 
Shower  big  enough  for  2.  Plus  more 
standard  equipment. 

SELECTED  SAIL  BROKERAGE 

i’  AQUARIUS,  Custom  Interior . $  6,95( 

’  COLUMBIA  CONTENDER . 5,5(X 

>’  YAMAHA,  Many  Extras .  23,7<X 

’  CHRYSLER,  ‘77 . 14,20( 

’  REINELL . 10,65( 

’  R/tFIKI,  dsl.,  4  sails . 59,9(X 
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Serendipity:  The  Winning  System 

fefendipftyKbcM/ 

Pier  9/The  Embarcadero,  San  Francisco  94111  (415)  986-8108 


QUITE  SIMPLY 

Why  pay  close  to  the  price  of  a  101  and  not  get  one? 


PETERSON  34 


SERENDIPITY  43 


Doug  Peterson’s  proven  Grand  Prix 
winner  now  in  production.  November 
delivery  available  at  base  price  of 
$98,000. 


One  Design/IOR  Racing  and  Family 
Cruising  at  its  best.  Immediate 
delivery  from  $49,950  plus  tax. 


And  then  end  up  with  a  boat  that  only  comes  close.  The  1 01  not  only  offers  you  a 
list  of  equipment  others  charge  extra  for,  but  offers  features  its  competition 
doesn’t  even  offer. 


You  owe  it  to  yourself  to  consider  the  1 01 .  The  steadiest  growing  international 
one-design  of  its  size.  You  and  your  family  will  never  experience  a  more 
exhilarating  and  enjoyable  sail.  We’ll  guarantee  that. 

The  only  way  to  see  how  much  the  competition  is  missing  is  to  see  how  much 
the  101  has. 

Standard  one-design,  including  engine,  APHRQQITE 

less  sails,  ex-factory. 
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Shown  is  the  9'  rowboat 


Models  from  5’8”  to  10’ 


Vfjm&ps 


OAKLAND  •  SAN  FRANCISCO 

496  JEFFERSON  STREET.  SAN  FRANCISCO 
76  JACK  LONDON  SQUARE.  OAKLAND 


Since  1969,  cruising  yachtsmen  have  considered  Mont¬ 
gomery  yacht  tenders  to  be  the  very  finest.  They  fulfill  all 
the  requirements  of  a  dinghy  with  class  and  style.  They 
are  very  well  finished  and  perform  like  no  others.  The  hand 
laminated  glasswork  is  complemented  by  rails,  transoms, 
and  mast  partners  of  oiled  teak.  The  lapstrake  hulls  are 
based  on  traditional  designs  that  have  proven  themselves 
over  many  decades.  The  interior  finish  is  gelcoat,  which 
will  withstand  the  passage  of  time  and  makes  bonded  re¬ 
pairs  simple.  All  joiner  work  is  glued  with  Urac,  bedded  in 
polysulphide,  and  fastened  with  stainless.  Oar  sockets, 
lifting  eyes,  tiller  straps,  towing  eyes,  and  leeboard 
brackets  are  of  cast  bronze. 


DIEGO 


SAN 
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The  Sun  is  your*  sail's 
#1  enemy. 

The  Sun's  ultraviolet  rays 
penetrate  sailcloth  and  break 
down  the  individual  fibers. 
Your  sails  are  weakened  and 
their  life  is  significantly 
shortened.  An  ordinary  sail 
can  lose  50%  of  its  strength 
in  just  one  summer  of  con¬ 
tinual  use. 

Hood  Eclipse  Sailcloth  is 
the  Answer. 

It  took  five  years  to  find,  test 
and  prove  a  solution.  The 
Hood  research  team  even 
went  to  an  outside  lab  to 
conduct  tropical  tests.  The 
result  is  Hood  Eclipse  Sail¬ 
cloth.  It  has  a  built  in  block¬ 
ing  agent  that  screens  out  the 
harmful  effect  of  ultraviolet 
rays  and  locks  the  strength 
in.  It  works!  So  well,  in  fact, 
that  85%  of  the  new  sail 
strength  is  retained  after  a 
full  season’s  sailing.  After 


“This  is  another  first 
from  our  looms. 
Eclipse -the  sailcloth 
that  blocks  out  the 
sun -means  longer 
sail  life  and  more 
comfortable  sail  trim¬ 
ming  for  America's 
cruising  sailors. 

We  took  five  years 
perfecting  it  because 
we  don't  believe  in 
introducing  new 
products  until  they 
have  been  thoroughly 
proven." 


Professor  Stedmun  Hood, 


Senior  Research  Director 


SAN  FRANCISCO  OFFICE 
Paul  Kaplan 
(415)  567-3695 


three  years  the  tensile- 
strength  of  Eclipse  Sailcloth 
is  three  times  that  of  ordi¬ 
nary  sailcloth.  We  accom¬ 
plished  this  breakthrough 
without  a  single  trade-off. 
Hood  Eclipse  Sailcloth  is 
soft,  easy  to  handle  and 
super  durable.  It's  every¬ 
thing  that  you’ve  come  to 
expect  from  Hood  and  more. 

Hood  Eclipse 
Cruising  Sails. 

We  designed  Hood  Eclipse- 
Sailcloth  especially  for  the 
cruising  yachtsman.  These 
new  sails  have  a  distinctive 
Egyptian  cream  color.  It 
identifies  them  as  Eclipse 
Sailcloth  and  cuts  glare, 
reducing  eye  strain.  Avail¬ 
able  for  yachts  of  all  sizes, 
you'll  find  all  the  features 
which  make  Hood  sails  the 
finest  in  the  world.  Duro- 
seam  construction,  the 
patented  Hood  rings,  rein¬ 


forced  batten  pockets  and 


custom  handcrafted  quality 


Sure  they  cost  a  little  more 


About  15%  .  But  they  re- 


worth  it.  Hood  Eclipse 


Cruising  Sails  are  the  best 


under  the  sun 


Send  me  the  facts  on  Hood 
Eclipse  Cruising  Sails 

My  Yacht  is  a _ 

Length - 

1 _ J _ P _ E  _ 

Name _ _ _ _ _ 


Hood  Sailmakers,  Inc. 

861  West  18th  St. 
Costa  Mesa,  CA  92627 
Tel:  (714)  548-3464 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


I  WANT  IT! 

SENT  TO  MY  HOME 
EACH  MONTH  FOR 
ONE  YEAR. 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS 

CITY _ 

ZIP _ 

ENCLOSED  IS  $7.50  FOR  ONE  YEAR 
LATITUDE  38,  PO.  BOX  1678,  SAUSALITO.  94965 


latitude 


Richard  Spindler  —  Editor  &  Co-Publisher 

Kathleen  McCarthy  —  Advertising  Manager  &  Co-Publisher 

P.  O.  Box  1678,  Sausalito,  CA  94965 
(415)  332-6706 

'the  northern  California  soiling  sheet' 


LOOKINQ  FOR? 

CANOR  PLflREX 
LINE  7 

HENRI-LLOYD 

ATLANTIS 


WE'RE  THE 

“FOCILIE"  FOLKS  IN  MARIN! 


AVAILABLE  AT 

i 

The  SAILOR'S 


with  weathermark 


At  CLIPPER  YACHT  HARBOR 
3Q0  Harbor  Drive,  Sausalito,  CA  94965 
OPEN  7  DAYS  •  (415)  332-5172 
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NEVER  BEFORE  HAS  A  YACHT  OF  MANAGEABLE  PROPORTIONS 
OFFERED  SO  MUCH  PRIVACY,  LUXURY  AND  PERFORMANCE 


LETTERS 


Latitude  38, 

If  I  miss  just  one  issue  of  your  sailing  sheet,  I’d  be  so  com¬ 
pletely  disgusted  that  I’d  have  to  move  to  Peru!! 

Mike  Taylor 
Burlingame 


Latitude  38, 

Sue  Rowley’s  article  on  the  six  metres  identified  the  St. 
Francis  IV  as  the  world’s  first  fiberglass  six.  This  is  not  the 
case.  The  Poisson  Soluble  (US101)  was  the  first.  It  was  built 
in  Seattle  and  finished  some  months  ahead  of  the  St.  Francis. 

Gary  Mull  was  the  designer  of  the  Poisson  Soluble  (soluble 
fish)  and  attended  her  launching  in  May  of  1975  where  he 
was  instructed  by  a  french  teacher  in  pronounciation  and  at¬ 
tacked  by  a  lovelorn  female  dog  (his  influence  with  the  ladies 
is  well  known.) 

Yours  truly, 
Robert  Thomas  Horsley 
Seattle 

The  Poisson  People  included  the  decal  pictured  here  with 


GO  FISH 

Poisson  Soluble, US  101 

this  letter.  No  doubt  they  intend  to  duplicate  the  St.  Francis 
prank  of  plastering  decals  all  over  the  Australian  entry  a  few 
years  back.  So,  beware  of  Poissons  of  September. 

Six  Metre  Worlds  run  from  September  6  to  12  in  Seattle 
and  will  be  followed  by  the  even  more  prestigious 
Australian  —  American  Challenge  Cup  which  begins  on  the 
bay  the  day  after  the  Big  Boat  Series  ends,  September  16. 


Latitude  38, 

Let’s  hear  it  for  the  crew! 

For  the  past  two  seasons  I  have  skippered  my  Valiant  40 
Windfall  around  the  bouys  and  offshore  as  a  race  participant. 
With  this  exposure,  as  well  as  maintaining  a  keen  interest  in 
yacht  racing  for  the  past  decade,  I  am  disappointed  in  one 


RACING  ? 


□U 


ABOUT 


SCANMAR 

Marine  Products 


SILVA  WINDFINDER 

“AS  IMPORTANT  AS  BOAT  SPEED” 


102  RB 


102  PR 


Know  the  windshifts  instantly  and  without  effort.  This  revolu- 
^  tionary  patented  racing  compass  gives  a  direct 

^ eading  of  the  wind’s  direction.  Used  on  winning 

boats  in  world  and  national  events 
(Star,  J24,  etc.). 

SILVA  50  . 


COMPASS 


Lightweight,  compact  bearing 
compass  with  unequalled 
steadiness  and  rapid  swing-in. 
Sturdy  snap-out  cassette 
makes  it  ideal  for  checking 
competitors,  marks  and  start¬ 
ing  line.  ' 


3'  x2'/4"x1" 


SILVA  TSC  131 


Compact  twin- 
scale  clinometer 
gives  accurate, 
precise  check  on 
rore-aft  or  heel 
trim  to  fractions  of 
one  degree. 


298  Harbor  Drive 
Sausalito,  C A  94965 


CASSETTE 

BEARING 


4"x3" 


Clipper  Yacht  Harbor 
(415)  332-3233 
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boot  warehouse 

WALNUT 
CREEK 

dealers  for: _ 

CATALINA,  ALPHA  ONE 
CAPRI,  TASAR,  LASER,  BANSHEE 
MONTGOMERY,  ALCORT 
NEPTUNE,  and  now  TOPPERS! 


CHANDLERY:  Atlantis,  Harken,  Nicro-Fico, 
Schaeffer,  life  vests,  boat  dollies,  Z-Spar 
paints,  Aigle  dinghy  boots  (limited  sizes 
in  stock)  and  other  quality  gear. 

-  Brokerage  -  Custom  Rigging  -  Trailers  - 

Good  supply  of  excellent  USED  BOATS 
*  MOST  ANYTHING  TO  DO  WITH  SAILING  * 
1531  Third  Avenue  935-6844 


NEW  BERTHS 
Available! 

Home  of  the  Finest  in  Sails  (DEWITT), 
Sandwiches  (ALL’S  FARE),  and  Design 
Service  (GIL  NORUSH)  is  presently  ex¬ 
panding  to  include  123  additional  slips 
and  600  square  feet  of  view  office  space 
with  additional  commercial  development 
soon  to  come. 


The  Smaller  Berths  will  be  filled  with  our  current 
waiting  list,  however,  a  few  slips  40’-55’  and  side 
ties’ to  90’  remain  available  for  non-residence 
pleasure  vessels. 

BRICKYARD  COVE  MARINA 


Inquiries  about  berths  or  the  commercial 
development  should  be  directed  to: 

William  Thomas,  Harbormaster 
1210  Brickyard  Cove  Road 
Pt.  Richmond,  CA  94801 
(415)  236-1933 


LOA  11.66m  36-3” 

DWl  9.50m  31 T 
BEAM  3.66m  12*0” 

DRAFT  1.94m  6'4" 

DISPL.  4,800kg  10,60Wb*. 
BALLAST  1,850kg  4,1001b*., 
SAIL  PLAN  £ 

P  13.7m  44*11"  f 

I  13.1m  430- 
S  4.07m  13’4”  // 

SPL  4.9m  16*0" 

E  5.45m  17*11”  H 
MAIN  397  H2  / 

FORE  .i  286  ft*  (10O%f  - 

TOTAL  f 

SAIL  AREA  683  H2  / 


Built  by  C&B  Marine.  Santa  Cruz.  Ca. 

The  Bruce  Farr  designed  11.6  metre  (38  ft.  LOA)  is  his  first  pure  cruising  yacht  design 
in  seven  years. 

The  goal  was  simple;  a  low  cost,  spacious,  comfortable  cruising  yacht  that  would  be  easy  to 
handle  short  crewed,  extremely  fast  for  its  size,  without  consideration  for  rating  rules.  A  boat 
that  races  well  under  performance  handicapping  systems. 

The  Farr  38  is  significantly  faster  in  all  conditions  than  a  similar  sized  I0R  yacht: 
considerably  more  usable  room,  easier  and  more  pleasureable  to  sail  and  costing  a  whole  lot 
less.  Something  like  the  speed  and  room  of  a  2  tenner  with  the  cost  and  handling  ease  of  a 
t  tonner. 

Light  displacement,  moderate  beam  with  powerful  sections,  wide  stern  and  fine  bow  entry 
give  a  powerful  hull  with  a  ballast  of  39%  set  low  in  the  high  aspect  keel ...  a  very  stiff  yacht 
with  excellent  performance  to  windward,  especially  in  rough  seas.  High  sail  area  to 
displacement  and  spinnaker  pole  longer  than  J  guarantee  an  exhilarating  ride  off  the  wind 
with  excellent  balance,  speed  and  ease  of  control. 

The  rig  features  a  non-masthead  swept  spreader  arrangement  with  no  complicated 
runners,  easy  to  handle  smallish  headsails  and  a  mainsail  large  enough  to  drive  the  boat 
well  under  main  alone. 

Below  deck  there  is  a  large  head  with  optional  shower,  forward  and  main  cabin  areas  which 
may  be  separated,  spacious  galley  and  vast  stowage  in  the  wide  stern  sections.  The  large 
double  berth  and  navigation  area  can  be  closed  off  to  form  an  owner's  stateroom. 

C&B  Marine’s  quality  construction  is  cold  molded  3  skin  Sitka  spruce  on  large,  close  spaced 
stringers,  over  structural  bulkheads  and  frames  of  Port  Orford  cedar.  Exceptional  strength  and 
stiffness  for  its  weight. 

A  glass/epoxy  hull  surface  and  linear  polyurethane  (LPU)  give  the  Farr  38  an  easily 
maintained,  durable  and  beautiful  finish. 

A  Pathfinder  diesel  engine  (VW  Rabbit)  is  standard. 

C&B  Marine  custom  builds  the  C&B  38.  C&B  44.  Farr  38.  Farr  44  and  Farr  55.  Wylie  36  or 
your  custom  design,  including  sport  and  commercial  fishing  boats,  using  modern  cold  mold 
techniques. 

C&B 

MARINE 

CUSTOM  BOATBUILDERS  1053  SEVENTEENTH  AVENUE.  SANTA  CRUZ.  CA.  95062  (406)476-7494 


LETTERS 


major  aspect  of  the  sport. 

My  frustration  and  disappointment  lies  with  the  manner  in 
which  crewed  racing  yachts  who  are  victorious  receive  ac¬ 
colades  and  awards.  Trophies  are  awarded  to  the 
owner/charter  and  skipper.  The  media  only  mentions  the 
same. 

Winning  a  race  reflects  the  effort  of  a  team,  not  one  man, 
one  boat.  The  crew  is  the  vital  and  usually  unrewarded  link  to 
success. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  challenge  all  race  sponsors  now 
and  in  the  future  to  take  the  needed  steps  to  reward  the  entire 
team  with  their  just  acknowledgements. 

Sincerely, 
John  Alderman 
...  .San  Francisco 

John  —  Some  racers  do  acknowledge  the  crews,  giving 
trophies  or  plaques  to  members  of  high  placing  boats  —  the 
TransPac  is  one.  But  if  every  crewman  got  one  for  placing  in 
every  race,  there  wouldn’t  be  enough  gold  left  for  dentists  to 
do  fillings. 

In  reporting  races,  it’s  a  problem  of  space.  Usually,  there  is 
little  enough  room  for  just  the  name  of  the  boat,  the  boat 
model,  the  owner,  and  his  yacht  club  —  to  have  to  add  five  or 
six  other  names  makes  it  sticky  going  for  the  reader.  Crews 
will  just  have  to  be  satisfied  with  only  occasional  mention  and 
the  knowledge  that  without  them,  the  boat  wouldn’t  have 
done  diddly.  For  if  there  is  one  thing  that  is  acknowledged 
among  racers,  it’s  that  boats  don’t  win  races,  crews  do. 


Hi! 

I  moved  from  510  Stockton  St.,  SF  —  it’s  hard  to  believe  I 
gave  up  the  bay,  but  I  was  spending  too  much  money  on 
things  other  than  sailing  (I  have  to  keep  saving  for  the  “boat”.) 
But  1  can’t  give  up  my  Latitude  38,  “the  best  sailing  sheet 
ever!” 

Thanks, 
Happy  Sailing 
Mary  Furey 
Phoenix 

Mary  —  Phoenix!  Phoenix? 


Dear  Latitude  38, 

We  just  returned  from  a  pleasant  week  in  the  Sacramento 
River  Delta  aboard  our  Pearson  30.  Our  boat  is  a  78  model, 
hence  is  equipped  with  a  holding  tank  head  (thank  you, 
friends  of  Ralph  Nader.)  About  mid-week  we  found  ourselves 
in  need  of  a  pump-out  station  (we  didn’t  pump  out  before 
leaving  the  Bay  Area  because  our  Pacific  Boating  Almanac 
listed  several  stations  in  the  delta.)  We  proceeded  toward  our 
ultimate  destination  glibly  believing  what  we  had  read.  Our 


HAYNES 

SAILS 


WE  MAKE  CUSTOM  RACING 
AND  CRUISING  SAILS 
TO  FIT  YOUR  NEEDS 


COVERS  OF  ALL  TYPES 

DRIVE  IN  BOAT  COVERS? 

ASK -(415)  459 -2666 


WE  REPAIR  THEM,  TOO 
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V, 


tickets  &  dinner  for  two  as  our 
guests  at  the  show  of  your  choice 
playing  at  the  Curran  Theatre 
between  Now  &  Dec.  3 1  rst. 

Present  this  ad  to  any  of  our  rep 
resentatives  at  the  S.F.  in  the 
Water  Show,  Mariner  Sq., 
Alameda,  Sept.  7  thru  1 6. 
Drawing  will  be  held  at  the 
k  end  of  the  show  &  you 

L  need  not  be  present 

to  win. 
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1815  Clement  Avenue 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
(415)  521-7200 


.Yacht 

House 

ATX 


HEARD  THE  LATEST? 


FRONT  PAGE  NEWS  WINGS  AIRBORNE 

Santana  35  Serendipity  43  Peterson  34 


Have  you  heard  that  dewitt sails  outfitted  FRONT  PAGE  NEWS,  class 
winner  in  this  year’s  Danforth  series? 

Have  you  heard  that  dewitt  sails  built  the  inventory  for  Doug  Peterson’s 
latest  IOR  design,  WINGS,  one  of  the  most  exciting  new  Transpac  boats  on  the  line? 

Do  you  know  who  is  making  championship  sails  in  almost  every  class, 
including  Peterson  34-s,  J-24’s,  Islanders,  Santanas,  etc.? 


YOU  GOT  IT . dewitt  sails 

NOW  OPEN  6  DAYS  A  WEEK  FOR  YOUR  CONVENIENCE  (LIMITED  SERVICE  AVAILABLE  SATURDAY  8-2) 

* 

1230  BRICKYARD  COVE  RD. 
PT.  RICHMOND,  CA  94801 

DROP  BY  OR  CALL  234-4334  OR  234-8192 


ISLAND  STAR  — One  Off  Schooner 


Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Gulfstar,  Vince  Lazarra,  put  a  life  time  of 
design  experience  in  his  personal  yacht  with  no  expense  spared. 
Partial  inventory:  twin  Perkins,  power,  all  Hood  furling  sails  includ¬ 
ing  main,  radar,  Simrad  Nav  computer,  Loran  A  &  C,  SSB  radio, 
Comun.  receiver,  weather  fax,  auto  pilot,  combi  navigation. 


10.7  COLUMBIA -Wide  Body  Cruiser 
She  features'the  most  room  in  a  yacht  of  this  size.  Owner  anxious  to 
move  up.  Like. new,  comfort  and  performance.  Asking  $59,995. 


37  GULFSTAR— New  and  Used 


Hull  #140.  This  is  our  last  boat  priced  pre 
1980.  Sail-a-way.  You  must  see  why  Gulf¬ 
star  is  used  as  a  standard  of  comparison  by 
knowing  buyers.  $67,721. 


50'  GULFSTAR -Auxiliary  Yacht 


Hull  #152,  the  last  yacht  this  year.  Available 
September.  See  for  yourself  why  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  wait  for  a  Gulfstar.  First  production 
from  new  mold.  $119,000  base. 


48'  MAPLE  LEAF -Asking  $175,000 
S.  Huntinford  Design,  125hp  Isuzu  power  aux. 
generator,  garbage  compactor,  VHF,  single 
side  band,  Loran  A  &  C,  sailing  generator, 
much  more. 


45'  EXPLORER— Cutter  Ketch  by  C  &  L 


She  is  Stanley  Huntinford’s.N.A., personal  choice,  in  a  world  cruise  super 
stiff. Due  to  a  large  purchase  we  can  offer  hulls  #33,  #34,  #35  at  $82,500 
base  including  Perkins  50hp  diesel,  all  winches,  Aluminum  mast  & 
rigging.  Anchor  &  windlass,  water  heater,  teak  decks,  sails.  Before 
spending  30  thousand  more  $  you  must  sail  and  see  this  yacht. 
Demonstrations  available. 


45  EXPLORER  -C  &  L  Used  Demo 

The  Explorer  is  built  by  Taiwan’s  biggest  yard  C  &  L.  Back  up  by  C  &  L 
America  in  Oxnard  one  full  year  warranty.  You’ll  be  amazed  by  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  teak  and  glass  work.  (Sistership) 


SELECTED  PRE  OWNED  YACHTS 

22'  Catalina  w/motor,  trailer  w/3  sails . $  5,995 

25'  Lancer,  New  Honda,  7.5,  E.Z.  Loader  Trlr 

and  3  sails  and  shore  power .  12,995 

3(7  Lancer,  diesel,  full  boat  cover. 

Too  many  extras  to  list.  GREAT  VALUE  . .  27,995 

33'  Karate,  "FRENCH  YACHT,”  diesel-wheel  and  5  bags  of  sails  .  29,995 

35'  Ericson,  Full  Signet  Instrument, 

3  bags  sails  and  rebuilt  engine  .  38,995 

10.7  Columbia  “Wide  Body,”  3  sails  .  59,995 

36'  Colombia  1968,  Bill  Tripp  Design. 

Very  Clean,  Well  equipped .  37,995 


NEW 

37'  Oceans  Twin  Cabin  Trawler  w/twin  Volvo  124s . , . $67,399 

45'  Sea  Ranqer,  Pilot  House,  twin  Volvo  124s-Trawler  . .  99,499 

SAIL 

37'  Gulfstar,  Perkins  4-108,  sails,  covers, 

deck  cushion,  knotmeter-depth  sounder . $67,721 

45'  Explorer,  Cutter  rig— propane  stove, 

Perkins  diesel— club  jib,  sails— covers . ' .  79,375 

45'  Explorer,  Ketch  rig,  propane  stove, 

Perkins  diesel,  sails,  covers,  club  jib  .  86,500 

50'  Gulfstar  Perkins  4-238  with  sails  —Sept,  delivery 

391  Irwin  . . .  SOLD 

50'  Gulfstar,  available  Sept . 119,500  base 
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first  stop  at  a  designated  pump-out  station -found  us  wander¬ 
ing  all  over  a  harbor  looking  for  someone  who  knew  anything 
about  the  pump-out.  We  failed  in  that  endeavour,  finally 
checking  out  the  pump  ourselves,  only  to  discover  that  it 
couldn’t  be  hooked  up  to  our  deck  fitting.  At  this  point,  we 
thought  it  would  be  wise  to  make  some  phone  calls  before 
journeying  another  15  miles  up  river.  Three  calls  were  made 
to  three  designated  pump-out  stations  along  our  route.  The 
first  one  had  a  pump-out  station  “but  it  hasn’t  worked  for  over 
a  year.”  The  second  place  had  a  working  pump-out,  but  they 
weren’t  sure  if  they  could  connect  to  my  deck  fitting,  and  the 
fee  would  be  $10  if  they  could.  The  third  one  also  wasn’t  cer¬ 
tain  about  the  fitting,  and  the  fee  was  $15  to  pump  out. 

By  this  time  we  had  two  options  left:  go  back  to  the  station 
we  had  used  last  year,  three  hours  out  of  our  way,  or  to  find  a 
way  to  empty  the  tank  ourselves. 

Necessity  being  the  mother  of  invention,  I  discovered  that 
my  hand  pump  for  draining  oil  from  the  crankcase  has  a  hose 
that  fits  the  vent  outlet  on  the  holding  tank.  So  fitted,  with  the 
other  end  of  the  hose  connected  to  the  discharge  of  the 
pump,  1  was  able  to  force  the  contents  of  the  tank  up  onto  the 
deck,  where  my  wife  stood  by  with  buckts  of  water  to  wash 
this  delightful  solution  overboard.  I  now  have  a  threaded 
elbow  and  short  length  of  hose  to  eliminate  the  need  to  scrub 
the  deck  after  such  “flush-outs”®in  the  future. 

The  EPA  has  dealt  us  a  low  blow  with  their  regulations 
governing  waste  discharge  systems,  and  until  they  take  the 
responsibility  for  installing  and  maintaining  more  of  these 
pump-out  stations,  I  will  continue  to  flush  my  troubles  into  the 
bay. 

We  are  berthed  on  the  Oakland  Estuary,  where  there  are 
probably  two-thousand  pleasure  boats  berthed  and  no  pump¬ 
out  stations.  It  is  a  two  hour  trip  from  my  harbor  to  the  nearest 
station.  Now  I  finally  feel  “Free  at  Last;”  it  is  no  longer  my 
holding  tank,  but  the  EPA  that  is  full  of  shit. 

Name  withheld  by  request 
Los  Gatos 


Dear  Latitude  38, 

We’d  really  like  to  hear  from  other  owners/builders  of 
Atkins  designed  boats  who  would  be  interested  in  a  get- 
together  this  fall.  Perhaps  a  sail  in  and  dinner  where  we  can 
swap  lies  about  our  boats  and  pay  our  respects  to  the  talents 
of  Billy  Atkins. 

If  this  sounds  like  a  good  idea  and  you  want  to  participate 
just  give  us  a  call  or  drop  a  card  and  we’ll  try  to  set  it  up. 

Our  address  is  705  Second  Avenue,  Redwood  City,  CA 
94063,  or  phone  us  at  (415)  366-2196. 

Bill  &  Diane  Pool 


THERE  IS  NOT  A  SINGLE 
CAPE  DORY 
27,  28,  30  or  36  IN 
NORTHERN  CAUFORNIA 
AVAILABLE  FOR  RESALE 
BY  rrS  ORIGINAL 
OWNER. 


This  is  an  incredible  history.  There  are  many 
Cape  Dories  on  San  Francisco  Bay  and  on  the 
Pacific.  Their  reputation  is  unquestioned. 

Integrity  of  construction,  design  and  cruising 
performance.  A  life-time  investment.  And 
because  there  are  no  owned  Cape  Dories 
available  for  resale,  their  value  increases  with 
the  continued  rising  prices  of  new  boats. 

Talk  to  a  Cape  Dory  owner  and  ask  him  why 
his  boat  is  not  for  sale. 

Or  come  to  our  Sales  Dock  and  inspect  a 
Cape  Dory  for  yourself. 

LISTINGS  WANTED 
BROKERAGE  BERTHS  AVAILABLE. 

PACIFIC  YACHT  SALES 


If  any  of  our  other  readers  would  like  to  meet  people  with 
the  same  boats  as  they  have,  just  drop  us  a  line  giving  your 
name,  the  kind  of  boat  you  have,  and  where  you  can  be 


700  N.  Lake  Blvd. 
P.O.  Box  7852 
Tahoe  City,  CA  95730 
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Mike  Lampe  Yad tfcj 

Northern  California  Dealers  For: 


PETERSON 


Peterson  44 


FAIRWAYS  MARINE 


O’DAY 


Fisher  37 
Also  in  Stock 
Fisher  30  &  34 


O’Day  37 
Also  in  stock 
O’Day  30,  28  &  19 


30’  ATKINS  GAFF  CUTTER,  1968.  Super  example  o( 
classic  design.  Cedar  planking  on  Ironwood  frames.  10 
h.p.  Sabb  diesel.  Depth  sounder,  stereo,  two  sets  of 
sails.  2nd  in  class  in  1979  Master  Mariners  Race.  Main¬ 
tained  in  bristol  condition.  $40,000. 


O’DAY  25.  PHOTO  SISTERSHIP.  2  used  O’Day  25’s.  ‘76 
and  ‘77.  ‘76  with  Honda  7.5,  anchor,  cockpit,  cushions 
and  all  standard  equipment  $12,900.  ‘77  with  V.H.F., 
stereo,  fathometer,  150%  genoa,  Honda  10  hp  and  all 
standard  equipment  $13,200. 


SELECTED  BROKERAGE 


20’  Santana  Sloop,  1977 _ $7,200 

24’  Columbia  Sloop,  1967. . .  .6,200 

25’  O’Day  Sloop,  1976 . 13,200 

25’  O’Day  Sloop,  1977 . 12,900 

26’  Excalibur  Sloop,  1976. ..  13,000 

27’  Balboa  Sloop,  1964 . 20,900 

28’  Cal  Sloop,  1964 . 23,950 

28’  Rhodes  Sloop,  1946 . 20,000 

28’  Royal  Cruiser,  1970 . 23,950 

30’  North  Star  Sloop,  1976.  .  .25,000 

30’  Buccaneer  Sloop . 28,500 

30’  Gaff  Cutter,  1968 . 40,000 

31’  Ericson  Cutter,  1977. ..  .53,500 
31’  Ericson  Cutter,  1977.  ..  .49,000 

33’  Buccaneer,  1978 . 50,000 

34’  Cal,  1976 . 51,000 

35’  Ericson  Sloop,  1970 . 35,000 

35’  Cheoy  Lee  Lion  Sip.,  ‘61 .54,500 

37’  Banjer  Ketch . 97,500 

37’  Irwin  Aft  Cabin  Sip.,  77.  .55,000 
40’  Hallberg  Motorsailer, ‘54.42,500 
41’  Sea  Tiger  Ketch,  1974. .  .59,500 

44’  Islander,  1974 . 70,000 

44’  Peterson  Cutter,  1978. .  113,000 


45’  Little  Harbour  Yawl,  ‘61 . 1 10,000 
46’  Peterson  Cutter,  1978. .  130,000 
48’  Staysail  Schooner,  1917.47,500 
48’  Maple  Leaf  Cutter,  1976.1 75,000 
51’  Overseas  Ketch,  1974. .  119,000 


46’  PETERSON  CUTTER  -  Built  in  1978,  currently  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  Phillipine  Islands  and  on  its  way  to  S.F. 
Bay.  Includes  full  complement  of  sails,  generator,  air 
conditioning,  VHF,  fatho,  windless,  loaded. 

$130,000  Cash/Offer! 


/ 


FISHER  30.  The  most  popular  boat  in  the  Fisher  range. 
Safe,  seaworthy  and  easy  to  handle.  50%  ballast  ratio. 
6.5  ton  displacement.  High  quality  teak  finished  in¬ 
terior.  Usual  comprehensive  Fisher  specification  list. 
Special  offer  on  boat  jn  stock  includes  knotmeter,  log, 
windpoint  and  VHF. 


2390  MARINER  SQUARE  DR.  ALAMEDA,  CA  94501  (415)  523-3707 
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reached.  It  might  work  if  you’re  looking  to  buy  a  boat,  too. 
For  example:  “I’m  Joe  Schmoo  thinking  about  buying  an 
Isthmus  32,  what  do  you  think  of  the  one  belonging  to  you. 
Call  me  at  333-4422.”  That  kind  of  thing.  Good  luck! 


Latitude  38, 

Please  find  enclosed  check  of  renewal  of  my  Lat.  38 
subscription  — 

Please  also  keep  my  name  on  your  prevert  list  for  1980’s 
calender. 

Lat.  38  is  one  of  the  best  on  the  coast  —  keep  up  the  good 
writing! 

May  the  wind  at  your  back  not  be  your  own! 

Dave  Memering 
Anaheim 


Dear  Latitude  38, 

This  letter  was  originally  going  to  be  a  report  on  perhaps 
the  first  San  Francisco  Bay  organized  race  for  cruising  and 
racing  multihulls,  which  was  held  on  July  28.  Paul  Mazza 
organized  the  race  and  did  a  great  job.  Six  boats  showed  up 
(great  for  a  first  event) :  two  in  the  racing  division  (a  33’  Buc¬ 
caneer  trimaran  and  a  28’  Stilleto  catmaran;)  four  in  the  cruis¬ 
ing  division  (a  37’  Brown  trimaran,  my  30’  modified  Piver 
Nimble  trimaran,  a  cross  28’  trimaran,  and  a  28’  Piver  Encore 
trimaran,)  and  basically,  it  would  have  been  a  fun  race,  ex¬ 
cept  for  my  crew. 

I  went  to  some  pains  to  get  two  crew  who  are  supposedly 
knowledgeable  sailors.  Jim  Gannon,  who  has  sailed  winners 
to  Hawaii  so  many  times,  including  winning  single-handed  in 
one  of  the  Freya  39’s  that  he  builds,  that  one  would  think  he 
knows  about  sailing;  and  Hans  Vielhauer,  Commodore  of  the 
Association  of  Single-handers,  single-handed  trans-pac 
sailor,  of  Mora  fame,  quarter-ton  fame,  etc.,  etc.  One  would 
think  he  should  have  known  something  about  sailng,  too. 

Now  here  is  the  important  part  of  my  letter  —  about  my 
problems  with  these  two  guys.  First  off,  they  kept  looking 
over  at  the  Buccaneer  33  trimaran,  and  complaining  about 
my  boat.  They  quieted  up  some  after  1  offered  to  put  them 
ashore,  but  this  was  minor  compared  to  their  sailing  tactics.  At 
the  start,  they  insisted  on  sailing  the  opposite  tack  from  the 
rest  of  the  fleet  as  we  headed  for  the  first  windward  mark,  and 
they  sailed  damn  near  up  on  the  rock  jetties  at  Alameda 
Naval  Air  Station  each  time  before  coming  about.  But,  thank 
God  for  the  outstanding  speed  of  my  boat,  as  even  with  these 
horrible  tactics,  we  were  first  to  the  windward  mark  of  the 
cruising  boats,  and  not  far  behind  the  racers,  who  started  out 
ahead  of  us. 

But  this  was  only  the  beginning.  On  the  second  leg,  which 
was  initially  a  broad  reach  and  finally  downwind,  we  were  do¬ 
ing  great  under  main  and  Genoa  —  about  6  knots  —  in  real 
light  air.  But  these  guys  jweren’t  content,  and  insisted  on  flying 


JUST  BECAUSE  WE 
SPECIALIZE  IN  CRUISING 
SAILS,  DOESN’T  MEAN 
THEY’RE  SLOW 
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Bear  Foote 
Bear  Boat  #60 
First  Place  —  One  Design 
1979  Metropolitan  Midwinters 
Owner  —  Mary  Jo  Foote 

ALSO 

Turnpoint  32’  Sloop 
First  to  Finish 
First  in  Bll 

Master  Mariners  1979 
Owner  —  Robert  Sansom 

Call  On  Us. 

HOGIN 
4  SAILS 

1801-D  Clement  St. 
Alameda,  Ca.  94501 
(415)  523-4388 


i© 


town  Vi.ta 


Park*..*— 


SyendS.'V'i 
IS 


<2  I?: 


i 


+o 


3 


(T.rfU*r 

1h<n  i*  «*•  Wft  *l|n) 


Alameda 

Monday-Friday  9  a.m.-5  p.m.  Saturday  10  a.m.-2  p.m 


page  21 


Wilderness  38 

Lightweight  Speedster 
Gary  Mull's  newest  hot  design 
is  ready  for  production 


Wilderness  21 

Built  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Tradition 
Free  main  and  jib 


Brokerage  Listing 

Rhodes  30' 

1946  diesel 

22.000." 

Cal  20 ♦ 

1907  OB 

5,500°° 

Tahiti  Ketch  30' 

1938  diesel 

24,000." 

Tomer  22' 

1975  OB 

8,900“ 

Cregar  31'  Yowl 

1958  Y  . 

12,500." 

Santana  22' 

197 3  OB 

8,200“ 

W estsail  32' 

1974  diesel 

65,000." 

Ranger  23' 

1978  OB 

14,500“ 

Santa  Cruz  33'  (2) 

from 

46.000." 

Moo  re  24' 

1974 

12,200." 

Ranger  33' 

1976 

39,000." 

Custom  Racer  24' 

inboard 

14,900“ 

Cand  C  33' 

1975 

49,500." 

Venture  24' 

1 970  OB 

5,500." 

Angelman  34'  Ketch 

1967  diesel 

45,000." 

Islander  24'' 

1962  OB 

7,000“ 

Ericson  35' 

1971 

46‘200” 

Farr  1/4  ton 

1977  OB 

15,500“ 

Chance  37' 

197)  diesel 

49.900." 

Soling 

1969 

4,000." 

Ericson  39' 

1971 

58.500." 

Santo  Cruz  27'  (2)  S. 

from 

18,500“ 

Yankee  Clipper  40' 

1974  diesel 

60.000." 

Torten  27' 

1969 

19,250." 

Angelman  44' 

1935  diesel 

60.000." 

Catalina  27' 

1977 

20,000." 

Roberts  44'  Ketch 

1977  diesel 

62,000." 

Bristol  27' 

1966  OB 

17,000." 

Multihull 

Cal  2  27' 

1976 

23,500." 

Horstman  35' 

1977  diesel 

38.500." 

Cal  27' 

1974  OB 

14,000. 00 

Custom  Racer  36' 

1976 

38.000." 

Col  r/2 

1974 

15,000." 

Brown  40'  sea  runner 

1974 

45,000." 

Hawkfarm  28'  (3) 

from 

28,500." 

Power 

Ranger  29' 

1971 

27,500." 

Converted  Land  45' 

1944 

16.950." 

Ericson  29' 

197  3 

25,900." 

Bermuda  30' 

196  3 

26,000.°° 

/ 

(Bay  Area  Phone:  Dee 

Smith  of  (4151523-8330 

■ 

Name  _ _ _ 

Add  '  ess  _ 

City  — . -  Zip  ,  _ _ _ 

Phone  _ _ _ 

ONieills\bclit  Sales 

&  BROKERAGE 

At  the  Yacht  Harbor,  2222  East  Clift  Drive.  Santa  Cruz.  CA.  95062 1 408)  476-5202 
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Cal  25 

□ 

□ 

Cal  27 

□ 

□ 

Cal  31 

□ 

□ 

Cal  34 

□ 

□ 

Cal  35 

□ 

□ 

Cal  39 

□ 

□ 

Hobie  14 

□ 

□ 

Hobie  16 

□ 

□ 

Hobie  18 

□ 

□ 

Jester  Dinghy 

□ 

Laser 
Moore  24 
O'Day  23 
O'Day  25 
Ranger  22  * 

Ranger  26 
Ranger  30 
Wilderness  21 
Wilderness  38 
Brokerage  listing  Firm 


LETTERS 


a  spinnaker.  Hans  had  brought  his  own  spinnaker  along  and 
apparently  couldn’t  wait  to  fly  the  thing.  I  have  to  admit  that 
even  though  we  didn’t  need  the  spinnaker,  the  other  boats 
still  didn’t  catch  up  with  us.  On  the  last  leg  —  a  close  reach  — 
you  would  think  that  there  was  little  to  do  except  sail  the  boat. 
But  these  guys  kept  muttering  about  sail  trim  and  tightened 
halyards,  pulled  outhauls,  loosened  sheets,  and  figured  out 
how  to  Barber-haul,  where  it  had  never  been  needed  before. 
In  spite  of  all  this,  we  still  kept  our  lead  and  finished  first  on 
uncorrected  time  in  the  cruising  division.  It  was  clearly  a  case 
of  outstanding  and  superior  boat  speed.  Hans  and  Jim, 
however,  had  the  audacity  to  claim  they  sailed  a  pretty  good 
race. 

But  the  worst  is  yet  to  come.  We  almost  didn’t  make  it  back 
to  Tiburon  from  Ballena  Bay,  and  my  knot  meter  burned  out 
due  to  these  guys.  As  we  headed  north  from  Treasure  Island 
past  the  old  Berkeley  pier,  the  wind,  as  per  usual,  really 
began  to  pick  up.  We  should  have  taken  the  Genoa  down, 
flown  the  working  jib,  and  continued  close-hauled,  heading 
for  home.  Hans  would  have  none  of  this.  He  insisted  we  bear 
off.  Against  my  better  judgement,  I  did;  so  that  the  wind  was 
90°  off  —  square  off  —  the  beam.  Sooner  than  I  can  tell 
about  it,  the  knot  meter  was  pegged  at  12  knots.  They  we  got 
into  the  really  windy  section.  The  boat  began  heeling  almost 
like  a  monohull;  water  started  spraying  over  the  lee  side  of  the 
boat  (and  sometimes  into  the  cockpit)  like  a  firehose  and  boat 
speed  was  something  else.  Fifteen  to  20  knots  doesn’t  sound 
like  much,  but  in  a  sailboat  it  feels  like  100.  Gannon,  who  had 
gotten  bored  and  gone  below,  even  came  up  to  see  what  was 
happening,  and  immediately  insisted  on  taking  the  helm.  He 
had  a  funny  look  in  his  eyes  and  kept  muttering  about  how 
long  could  he  keep  this  up  single-handed  in  the  trans-pac. 
Luckily  all  this  lasted  only  a  few  minutes,  as  you  cdver  ground 
—  or  is  it  water  —  fast  at  20  knots.  Soon  we  were  in  the  lee  of 
Angel  Island  and  back  to  safe  and  sane  sailing. 

Gannon  at  this  point  seemed  withdrawn  and  thoughtful, 
and  had  little  to  say  except  that  he  had  heard  that  trimarans 
were  dry  boats,  and  what  was  wrqng  with  this  one?  Hans  — 
the  crazy  fool  —  kept  suggesting  “let’s  go  back  and  do  that 
again.”  Luckily,  the  saner  heads  prevailed,  and  we  went 
uneventfully  on  home.  Other  than  a  burned-out  knot  meter, 
the  boat  seems  no  worse  for  the  wear  —  no  thanks  to  my 
crew. 

Anyhow,  that’s  my  report  on  how  I  spent  a  Saturday  sailing 
with  Hans  Vielhauer  and  Jim  Gannon,  who  I  used  to  think 
were  good  sailors. 

»  Very  truly  yours, 

Barry  D.  Parkinson 
Petaluma 

P.S.  The  Buccaneer  boat  beat  the  Stilleto  by  about  5 
minutes  uncorrected. 


25'  “MAGIC  BUS”  1978  Bay  Champ,  20  Bags  of  Sails,  Loads 
of  Gear,  A  Real  Steal  for  $14,900. 


28'  Hawkfarm,  1  yr.  old,  Better  than  new,  8  Dewitt  Sails, 
Complete  Electronics,  THE  IDEAL  RACER/CRUISER 
$28,900. 

30'  Scampi,  Swedish  built,  Diesel,  Incredibly  well  equipped 
with  sails  and  electronics,  S.F.  Berth  included.  $29,500 

37’  Tartan  Yawl.  Diesel,  teak  interior,  10  Sails,  has  been 
cruised  by  two  people  and  is  rigged  for  this  and  is  ready  to 
sail  away.  A  rare  find  $53,500. 


21’  Yngling . 

. . .  1,500 

27’  Santa  Cruz . 

. 20,950 

21’  Victory . 

.  3,500 

28’  Hawkfarm . 

.  28,900 

22’ 

Santana . 

.  . .  6,050 

28’  Cal . 

. 15,000 

23’ 

Bear  Boat . 

.  .  .7,150 

28’  Wylie . 

. 25,000 

23’ 

Kels  Coaster . 

.  .  .7,700 

29’  Wylie  HAWKEYE . 25,500 

23’ 

Blue  Nose . 

.  .4,500 

30’  Scampi . 

.  29,500 

23’ 

Bear  Cub . 

.  3,000 

30’  Cal  3/30 . 

. 41,800 

23’ 

Bear . 

.  .  .  6,495 

30’  Erlcson . 

.  25,900 

24’ 

Wylie . 

.  .  .  9,500 

30’  Knarr . 

. 13,200 

24’ 

North  Star  727 . 

.  .18,000 

30’  Dragon . 

. 6,000 

24’ 

North  Star  727 . 

.  .16,500 

30’  Pacific . 

. 12,500 

24’ 

North  Star  727 . 

.  .18,300 

30’  Mull  V* . 

. 15,900 

24’ 

San  Juan . 

.17,500 

30'  Islander . 

. 17,000 

24’ 

Cal  T/4 . 

.11,900 

32’  Traveler . 

.  56,000 

24’  Challenger . 

.  .  .  7,900 

32’  Erlcson . 

.  .  (1  /8th)  3,500 

‘24’ 

Islander  Bahama.. 

.  .  .6,900 

32’  Westsail _ 

.  59,000 

24’  Windward . 

. .  .  7,500 

32’  Mariner . 

.  39,500 

25’ 

Shock  . 

.  .  .  3,900 

5.5  Meter . 

. 7,250 

25’ 

Cal . 

.  .  8,500 

33’  Islander . 

. 25,000 

25’ 

Peterson  Custom . . 

.  .19,900 

35’  Ericson . 

.  44,000 

25’ 

Coronado . 

.  .  .  8,200 

35’  Ericson . 

.  52,000 

25’ 

V*  Ton . 

.  .10,750 

35’  Alberg . 

.  39,500 

25’ 

Santana  525 . 

.  .16,500 

36’  Lapworth . 

.  30,500 

25’ 

Bahama . 

.  .  12,500 

36’  Columbia . 

40,700 

25’ 

Jr.  Clipper . 

.  .  7,850 

37’  Schooner . 

29,900 

25’ 

Golden  Gate . 

.  .  . .  5,000 

37’  Tartan . 

(Yawl)  53,500 

26’  Westerly . 

.  .  17,950 

38’  Farlonne . 

.  38,050 

25’ 

Magic  Bus  V i  Ton .  . 

.  .  .14,900 

40’  Cal . 

.  46,000 

26’  Ranger . 

.  .13,500 

40’  Herrshoff . 

. 43,000 

26’ 

Frisco  Flyer . 

.  .19,000 

42’  N.  Zealand  Sip. 

. 58,000 

26’ 

Balboa . 

.  .12,400 

45’  Steel  Yawl . 

. 110,000 

27’ 

Cai . 

.  .  15,000 

60’  Yawl . 

. 40,000 

Foot  of  Laguna  Street 
San  Francisco  California  94123 
Phone:  (415)  567-3695 
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1000  Bridgeway 


Sausalito,  California 


INVESTMENTS  IN  YACHTING 


SAIL 

20’  Flicka  Sloop . 12,500 

30’  Atkin  Schooner . 25,000 

33’  Cheoy  Lee  Luders. . .  .48,000 
34’  Block  Island  Ketch.  .  .29,500 

34’  Stone  Sloop . 24,000 

34’  Cal-34  . 34,500 

35’  Pearson . 37,500 

35’  Ericson  35 . 52,100 

36’  Islander  36.  .  .(4  from)  50,000 

36’  Stone  Gaff  Sloop . 25,000 

37’  Herreschoff  Ketch.  .  .  .54,900 

40’  Challenger  Sloop . 85,000 

40’  Rhodes  Sloop. . 48,500 

41’  Cheoy  Lee  “0ffshore”89,000 
41’  “Swan”  by  Nautor.  .  .145,000 

41’  C.T . 68,500 

42’  Frank  Stone  Gaff  Sloop25, 000 

42’  C.T . .  75,000 

43’  Westsail  Yawl . 140,000 

43’  World  Cruise  Sloop.  .135,000 
45’  Coronado  Aux.  Sloop  .  79, 000 
46’  Abeking  &  Rasmussen70,000 
48’  Paul  Gau  Schooner. .  .47,000 

59’  Lester  Stone  Sip . 36,000 

POWER 

32’  Grand  Banks  Trawler.  .42,200 
32’  Uniflite  Sedan ..  offers  49,000 
32’  Cheoy  Lee  Trawler. . .  .48,000 
33’  Chris  Sports  Cruiser.  .44,500 

33’  Hunter . 20,000 

34’  Ashbridge  Sedan . 19,900 

36’  Grand  Banks  Trawler  .  .69,500 
40’  Adv.  Marine  Trawler.  .  .offers 


NEW  . . .  Perry  Design  &  Westsail  quali¬ 
ty.  Stiff,  weatherly  performance  along 
with  great  cruising  layout.  Orders  now 
being  accepted. 


32’  WESTSAIL.  We  have  a  large  selec¬ 
tion  of  used  boats.  Many  are  well  equip¬ 
ped.  Prices  starting  from  $50,000 


42’  MERMAID  “NEW”  CRUISING 
KETCH.  Built  of  fiberglass  and  teak. 
New  performance  design.  $75,000 


31’  SWAN.  One  of  the  highest  quality, 
best  equipped  boats  on  S.F.  Bay$1 45,000 


43’  WESTSAIL  CUTTER.  Every  dis¬ 
tance  cruising  option.  Wind  vane  Reefer 
you  name  it  —  for  the  serious  cruiser. 


33’  CHEOY  LEE  CLIPPER.  Loaded 
with  teak  and  extra  gear.  Excellent  condi¬ 
tion.  Full  boat  cover.  $48,000 


Particulars  are  believed  to  be  correct  but  are  not  guaranteed.  Subject  to  price  change,  prior  sale  or  withdrawal  without  notice 


LETTERS 


Dear  Latitude  38, 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for  $7.50  for  a  subscription  to  the 
magazine.  I  hope  this  helps  in  the  fight  to  keep  your  staff  off 
welfare. 

Sincerely 
Ronald  B.  Thumann 
San  Jose 

Ronald  —  Thanks  for  the  contribution.  Things  aren’t  quite 
that  glum,  and  besides,  welfare  isn’t  really  the  style  of  our 
‘staff.  What  we  will  do  is  earmark  your  subscription  money 
for  a  bottle  of  bubbly  in  a  “well  done”  toast  to  ‘the  staff.’ 


Dear  Latitude  38, 

We  have  several  comments  about  Lee  Darby’s  “Vallejo”  ar¬ 
ticle  in  the  June  issue.  Her  negative  attitude  towards  the  rac¬ 
ing  scene  reeked  throughout  the  entire  story.  With  her  frame 
of  mind  nothing  —  favorable  winds,  cordon  bleu  food,  or  ac¬ 
comodations  at  the  Hilton  —  could  have  improved  her 
outlook. 

During  the  race  she  complained  about  the  wind,  rain,  fog, 
tactics  used,  and  just  about  everything  connected  with  sailing. 
She  used  cutesy  sarcasm  to  belittle  the  Vallejo  Yacht  Club’s 
accomodations;  as  well  as  other  race  participants.  Her 
description  of  the  club’s  food  has  no  validity  since  she  choose 
to  dine  at  a  restaurant. 

When  Lee  made  reservations  at  Motel  6,  surely  she  must 
have  been  aware  that  the  economical  price  did  not  include 
plush  accomodations.  And,  had  she  wanted  privacy,  a 
separate  room  would  have  provided  that. 

Ms.  Darby’s  conclusion  clearly  indicated  “never  again.”  We 
were  just  wondering  if  her  husband  and  the  crew  felt  the  same 
was  about  her. 

The  Cincerello’s  The  Gould’s  The  Luce’s  L.  Orloff-Jones 
MEMBERS,  VALLEJO  YACHT  CLUB 

Lynne  and  other  members  of  the  Vallejo  YC  —  We  think 
Lee  was  being  more  facetious  than  negative,  but  'we  can 
understand  why  you  got  that  impression.  We  winced  a  bit 
when  we  read  it,  but  our  policy  is  to  edit  as  little  as  possible  so 
we  let  it  ride. 

But  we’re  glad  you  wrote,  because  it  gives  us  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  express  our  feelings  at  Latitude  38.  Our  division  did  not 
go  up  to  Vallejo  this  year,  and  we  were  sorry.  We  had  sailed 
to  Vallejo  the  year  before  and  had  a  hell  of  a  good  time,  and  it 
seemed  like  everyone  else  did  too.  The  food  was  much  better 
than  we  expected,  the  berthing  was  well  organized,  and  the 
club-members  who  helped  run  the  event  were  easy-going, 
friendly  as  hell,  and  really  had  it  all  together.  Were  not 
brown-nosing  either,  as  were  sure  most  everyone  would 
agree  with  us.  It  is  no  secret  that  the  Vallejo  Race  is  one  of  the 
most  eagerly  looked  for  events  in  the  racing  calendar. 


AUTOPILOT 

•  WATERPROOF  - 
IMMERSIBLE 

•  FOR  BOATS  20’-60’  LONG 

•  EASY  OWNER 
INSTALLATION 

•  LOWEST  CURRENT  DRAIN 
•WIND  SENSING  OPTION 

•  WHEEL  OR  TILLER 

For  more  information  write  or  call 

Orinda  Control  Systems 

1043  Stuart  Street 

Lafayette.  CA.  94549  (415)  283-5540 


JOHM  &  JOSEPH 

SAILMAKERS 

DONALD  GORING,  Manager 

o 

Offshore  specialist 
Custom  racing  and  cruising  sails 
Covers  manufactured  and  repaired 
Sail  alteration,  repair,  washing 
Winedark  sailcloth 
Heavy  weather  instruction 
Sail  surveying 

(415)  832-5420 


1155  EMBARCADERO 
OAKLAND,  CALIFORNIA  94606 


YACHT  INSURANCE 

•  /.  Good 

insurance 
coverage 
is  good 
business. 

Good 
insurance 
coverage 
starts  with 

Sheridan  Merrick 

and  Company 

350  CaliforniaStreet 
SanF  rancisco  ,C  A94I04 
(415)  956-6620 
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NEW  BARIENT 19  SELF-TAIUNG  WINCH 

IN  ALUMINUM  AND  CHROME 


V  'Vw, 


. 


MOMCA  WINDLASSES 


HENRI-LLOYD 
YACHTING  WEAR 


PHILLIPS  MARINE  STORES  /  SAILBOAT  EQUIPMENT 

MARINE  WHOLESALERS 

P.0.  Box  111  Sausalito 

StevG  Jeppesen  (415)  332*0885  Jsy  Ssncl©rs 


BOFFO/ 


' 


tfflft 

-saasa— ■* 

Oct.  3-7 
Oakland  Coliseum 


Sponsored  annually  by  the  Northern  California  Marine  Association 


CRUISE  THE  WORLD 

With  Bay  Area  Circumnavigators 

BOB  and  KRISTI  HANELT 

IN  PERSON!  FREE  SLIDE  SHOW  &  MOVIES 

of  their  Z'h  year  sail  around 
the  world  on  the  53’  yawl  Skylark. 
WED:  7:30,  TKURS:'7:30,  SUN:  1  PM 


DELTA  SECRETS 


Favorite  anchorages  and 
“watering  holes"  revealed  by 
Delta  “river  rat”,  author  and 
Bay  &  Delta  Yachtsman  columnist. 

HAL  SCHELL 

FREE  SLIDE  SHOW:  FRI:  3  PM  SAT:  1  PM 


New  Marine  Hardware  &  Electronics 
RVs  and  Outdoor  Accessories 


Plus: 
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ooooooooooo 

°  LIVE  MUSIC 
°  ENTERTAINMENT  0 

o  FRI  &  SAT  NIGHTS  *o 

OOOOOOOOOOOO 


★  ★★★★★★★★★ 

*  JAZZ/SOUL/DISCO  * 

-k  extravaganza  with  .v 

.  KRE/KBLX  personality  ^ 

r  RICK  HOLMES  * 
*★★★★★★★★★★ 


k 


ooooooooooo 

°  COUNTRY  &  WESTERN 

O  hoedown  with  O 

q  “Back  in  the  Saddle”  and  the  o 

O  “KNEW  gang”  o 

ooooooooooo' 


SEE  THE  GALLERY  OF 


*  MARINE  GRAPHICS  * 

¥  PHOTOS,  PAINTINGS  by  ^ 
^  leading  Bay  Area  Marine  artists 

★  ★★★★★★★ 


BOAT  SHOW  HOURS: 

Wed  to  Fri,  Oct.  3-4-5: 2  p.m.  to  10  p.m. 
Saturday,  Oct.  6:  11  a.m.  to  10  p.m. 
Sunday,  Oct.  7:  11  a.m.  to  7  p.m. 


TICKETS  ONLY  $3.00.  BRING  THE  WHOLE  FAMILY! 
DISCOUNT  TICKET  $2.00  (Wed  &  Thurs  only) 

available  from  all  Northern  California  Marine  dealers 
GOLD  CARD  $5.00  (Good  for  entire  show  —  at  all  times) 

_ Children  16  and  under  FREE  with  Adult 


TAKE  BART 
TO  THE 

BOAT  SHOW  ’80 

(Exit  Coliseum  Station. 
Walk  to  the  show!) 


*  ****************************  ) 


page  27 


HOT  WATER  &  SHOWER 
ON  A  29'  IOR  HALF  TONNER ?? 


THAT'S  ONLY  HALF  THE  STORY 

\ 

A  BUCCANEER  295.  Like  the  one  that  finished  first  in 
class  and  second  overall  in  the  Silver  Eagle  Long' 
Distance  Bay  Race  in  July,  comes  standard  with  a  2 
cylinder  Volvo  diesel  engine,  curtains,  teak  and  holly 
floor,  enclosed  head,  galley  —  hot  water  and  shower 
are  optional.  , 

BUCCANEER  owners  are  happy  people.  When  they  are 
going  cruising  with  their  friends  —  they’re  comfor¬ 
table.  When  they  go  racing  —  they  make  the  pro’s  pay 
attention. 


BUCCANEERS  are  first  class  sailing  yachts  built  to 
last  with  one  of  the  most  competitive  price  tags  in  the 
industry. 


2639  Blanding  Ave.,  Alameda,  CA  (415)  521-5900 


WOMEN 


For  years,  women  have  been  asking  for  equality.  In  an  area 
that  requires  little  physical  strength,  we  have  been  skippering 
boats  in  “Women’s  Races.”  Why  won’t  we  sail  against  men? 
Granted,  it  takes  Strength  to  turn  a  winch  on  most  boats,  as 
most  boats  are  underwinched  for  women,  but  skippering 
takes  a  competitive  spirit,  guts  and  ability  to  give  orders  that 
will  be  followed. 

Women’s  races  used  to  be  a  comedy  of  errors  —  I  know 
because  I  was  part  of  the  comedy.  Four  years  ago,  I  skippered 
my  first  race  on  Lorelei,  an  Ericson  35.  We  were  in  a  great 
position  at  the  start  line  with  10  seconds  to  go  when  I  called 
for  a  jibe.  My  timekeeper  was  5  minutes  off.  As  we  sailed  in 
the  opposite  direction  of  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  1  could  hear  the 
laughter  and  jeers  from  the  spectator  boats  with  little 
freeboard  due  to  the  masses  of  men  on  board  getting  a  big 
kick  out  of  watching  “the  girls”  out  there.  They  were  at  each 
mark.  It  was  difficult  to  take  the  race  seriously  —  reverse  the 
roles,  and  I  don’t  think  men  would  race  again.  Women’s  races 
have  become  more  serious  of  late,  but  are  they  really 
necessary? 

The  Club  I  belong  to  has  many  excellent  women  racers, 
who  never  have  or  will  enter  a  women’s  race.  Why?  They 
already  sail  their  boats  in  YRA  and  SYRA,  against  all  com¬ 
petitors. 

A  message  to  you  men.  If  you  would  have  the  confidence 
and  faith  in  your  female  sailing  companion,  allow  her  to  make 
decisions,  take  the  helm,  give  the  orders,  there  would  be  no 
need  for  a  separation  of  the  sexes  while  competing  in  racing. 
Men  must  stop  treating  women  sailors  as  if  they  are  fragile, 
non-decision  making  girls.  But  alas,  this  must  be  earned. 

I’ll  never  forget  a  Tuesday  night  race,  when  I  skippered  a 
Santana  22  for  a  friend  who  was  out  of  town.  We  had  a  very 
bad  start  (I’m  known  for  those)  .  .  .  one  man,  one  woman  as 
crew  and  myself  on  board.  We  were  so  far  behind  the  rest  of 
our  class,  I  decided  to  take  a  flyer.  As  the  order  was  given  and 
the  helm  went  hard  over,  the  man  on  board  grabbed  the  tiller 
from  me.  If  I  had  been  a  man,  he  wouldn’t  even  have  con¬ 
sidered  it.  I’m  sure  he’ll  never  do  it  again,  as  I  wasn’t  kind.  We 
took  first,  and  he  ate  humble  pie  for  dinner  that  night  at  the 
club. 

For  those  of  you  who  are  wondering  what  happened  in  the 
Race  on  Loralei,  we  won!!  due  to  some  excellent  tactics  learn¬ 
ed  from  several  male  sailors,  but  remembered  and  used  by 
women  on  board.  Our  closest  competitor  was  not  a  lady,  so 
don’t  call  these  races  “Ladies  Races.”  All  ladies  are  women, 
but  not  all  women  are  ladies. 

Women,  try  racing  against  men  —  it’s  much  more  fun 
and  more  competitive. 

—  dianne  chute 
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The  equipment  people 


THERMO  -  ELECTRIC 


REFRIGERATION 

ICE  BOX  CONVERSION  SYSTEM 


Designed  by  Orinda  Control  Systems 

•  All  Solid  State  ...  No  Moving  Parts 

•  Energy  Efficient . . .  Water  Cooled 

•  Low  Current  Drain 
•  Ice  Making  Capability 
•  Easy  Owner  Installation 
•  No  Compressors  or  Complicated  Parts 


eiecvco 


Corrosion  Control 
Systems 


Electro-Guard  pays  for  itself  by  ending  corrosion 
damage  to  your  boat's  underwater  hardware. 
Complete  systems  for  wood,  steel,  glass,  aluminum  or 
ferro  cement  boats. 


GlRUNERT 


Marine  Refrigeration  That  Works! 

Grunert  Co.  manufactures  a  full  line  of  high  quality 
refrigeration  equipment  custom  engineered  to  your 
needs.  A.C.,  D.C.  and  engine  driven  refrigerator/ 
freezer  system  for  the  serious  cruiser. 


HilleRange 


MARINE 

STOVES 


HOT 

PLATES 


& 

ACCESSORIES 


...designed  specifically  for  the  sea! 

The  HilleRange  line  is  built  exclusively  for  boats.  No 
RV  conversions  here.  These  products  combine 
elegance  with  maximum  performance  and  safety. 
HilleRange  offers  sixteen  models  to  choose  from  — 
alcohol,  kerosene  or  L.P.G.  fuels. 


Hot-Air 
Heaters 

For  the  liveaboard  sailor! 

A  l 

Five  sizes  of  thermostatically  controlled  diesel 
furnaces  for  keeping  your  boat  warm,  dry  and 
comfortable. 


EDINGER  MARINE  SERVICE 

Quality  equipment  installation  &  electrical  service. 

CALL  US  AT  332-3780 

399  Harbor  Drive,  Sausalito,  Ca.  94965 

—  Dealer  inquiries  invited  — 
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MAKE  YOUR 
PLEASURE  CRAFT 
A  PLEASURE 

WITH  STEREO  MUSIC 
FROM  PETER’S 

Hoist  the  newest  flag  afloat ...  a 
red  apple  on  white  . . .  the  signal 
for  stereo  happening  here,  and  it 
means  fun.  So  why  wait  any  longer 
when  you  can  have  stereo  in  your 
boat  as  easily  as  in  your  car?  We 
do  both  with  the  best  selection  of 
mobile  stereo  components  including 
the  complete  Clarion  line.  Make 
stereo  a  part  of  your  rigging.  It’s 
a  pleasure.  Expert  installation 
most  anywhere  in  the  Bay  Area. 


CALL  FOR  FREE  ESTIMATE 

567-4678 

Refers  Auto  Radio 

2106  LOMBARD  at  FILLMORE 
SAN  FRANCISCO 

SALES  •  INSTALLATION  •  SERVICE 


Sutter  cuts  it. 


Sutter  not  only  invented 
the  radial-head  spinnaker, 
we  perfected  it  over  14  years 
of  racing.  The  result  is  more 
projected  sail  area,  higher, 
fuller  shoulders,  longer- 
lasting  shape  and  less 
luff  curl. 


Sutter  headsails  are  designed 
by  computer.  Stretch,  sea 
and  wind  factors  are  calculated 
exactly  to  produce  maximum 
power  and  speed.  Best  of  all, 
we  can  duplicate  Sutter 
designs  that  win. 


Sutter  mainsails  have  a  new 
twist  in  jiffy  reefing.  A  built-in 
load  wire  eases  the  leech 
when  reefed  and  gives  a 
faster,  flatter  mainsail 
shape.  Send  for  our  Mainsail 
brochure  for  more  details. 


Box  927  Sausalito  332  2510 


OB  38 


LOA  38' 

OWL  31' 

BEAM  11 ’5” 

DRAFT  8*3” 

DISPL.  13, 7001b*. 
BALLAST  6,5001b*. 
SAIL  PLAN 
P  43*5’ 

I  49U  ” 

J  18’0" 

e  i3'r 

MAfN  282.75  ft2 
FORE  A  392.0  ft2  (100%) 
TOTAL 

SAIL  AREA  674.75  1*2 
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Designed  by  Chuck  Burns.  N.A. 

Built  by  C&B  Marine.  Santa  Cruz.  Ca. 

The  C&B  38  is  a  limited  series  cold  molded  wood  cruising  boat  along  the  same  lines  as  Topaz, 
our  very  successful  36  looter.  * 

Two  feet  longer,  a  little  leaner,  a  fast  cruiser  capable  of  beating  off  a  lee  shore  when  the 
weather  turns  nasty,  the  C&B  38  is  a  true  luxury  yacht. 

Straightforward,  lines  with  just  enough  tumblehome  give  the  boat  an  aesthetic  grace  and 
form  stability  to  complement  her  high  ballast  ratio  and  allow  full  use  of  all  her  sail  power. 

The  hull  is  cold  molded  in  a  unique  manner  to  provide  a  very  high  stiffness/weight  ratio, 
thermal  and  sound  insulation  and  several  buoyancy  compartments  to  provide  positive 
buoyancy  if  flooded. 

Glass/epoxy  hull  surface  and  linear  polyurethane  (LPU)  give  the  C&B  38  an  easily 
maintained,  durable  and  beautiful  finish. 

Efficiency  and  easy  of  handling  for  two  people  were  of  prime  consideration  with  halyards 
led  to  the  companionway  area  and  a  house-top  traveler.  An  anchor  locker  recessed  into  the 
foredeck  and  anchor  roller  simplify  setting  the  hook.  Teak  decks  are  standard  on  this  fine 
yacht.  * 

Below  deck  features  include  an  aft  enclosed  head,  double  quarter  berth,  chart  table, 
centerline  sinks  and  secure  galley  location— all  aimed  at  safety,  security  and  comfort  for  the 
cruising  couple. 

Forward  are  port  and  starboard  settee  berths  and  a  drop  leaf  table.  Forepeak  interior 
arrangement  is  optional:  double  berths  to  port  V-berths  or  sail  bins  with  pipe  berths  over. 

A  Pathfinder  diesel  engine  (VW  Rabbit),  pressure  hot  and  cold  water  system,  and  optional 
refrigeration  system  further  reflect  the  quality  and  convenience  designed  into  this  yacht 

C&B  Marine  custom  builds  the  C&B  38.  C&B  44.  Farr  38. 44  and  55.  Wylie  36.  or  your 
custom  design,  including  sport  and  commercial  fishing  boats,  using  modern  cold  mold 
wood  techniques. 


C&B 

MARINE 


CUSTOM  BOATBU I LDERS  1053  SEVENTEENTH  AVENUE.  SANTA  CRUZ,  CA  95062  (406)476-7494 


MORA 


MORA's  second  season  got  underway  with  the  Ocean- 
Vallejo  Race.  This  race  was  one  called  "Horace's  Revenge" 
because  of  the  length  of  the  course  set  by  Past  Commodore 
MacKerrow  in  previous  years  (Vallejo  via  the  Farallones.)  This 
time,  the  MORA  fleet  was  treated  to  a  virtual  vacuum  instead 
of  the  usual  20  knot  winds.  It  took  many  of  us  8  hours  to 
cover  the  ocean  triangle  (Duxbury-Light-bouy-Pt.  Bonita,)  but 
once,  inside  the  winds  picked  up  and  most  boats  reached 
Vallejo  in  about  4  hours.  Horace  MacKerrow's  revenge  was 
complete  as  he  swept  the  IOR  fleet  for  the  number  one  posi¬ 
tion. 

Next  came  the  Drakes  Bay  race  which  saw  the  usual  20  to 
30  knot  winds  blow  up  all  night  causing  those  boats  which 
rafted  up  some  discomfort.  Next  day,  the  wind  lightened  and 
got  quite  fickle.  Alex  Malaccorto's  Yankee  30  Rocinante  did  a 
number  on  some  of  the  ULDB’s,  and  there  were  other  upsets 
as  well.  Summertime  Dream,  Carl  Schumacher’s  Quarter-ton 
champion,  was  out  to  spice  up  the  MORA  IOR  division,  and 
in  the  Duxbury  Lightship  Race  just  sailed,  was  just  nosed  out 
by  Suzi,  another  hot  Quarter-tonner  raced  by  Rod  Eldridge 
and  Family.  MORA  III,  where  all  the  boats  race  at  174  PHRF, 
has  had  the  most  consistent  participation  of  all  the  divisions. 
Dick  Aronoff’s  Harry  has  been  out  front  fairly  consistently,  but 
in  the  last  race  was  eased  out  by  another  Yankee  30  Wild  Fire 
(Carl  Ondry.)  What  is  with  these  Y-30’s?  After  a  long  absence 
from  the  racing  scene,  Dick  Heckman  was  out  in  Quetzal  get¬ 
ting  a  very  respectable  third.  Another  MORA  old-timer  back 
in  the  area  but  not  racing  as  yet  is  Don  Goring.  Rumor  has  it 
that  Don  is  getting  his  old  boat  back  from  Florida  to  see  if  it  is 
still  competitive.  Don  is  at  J&J’s  sail  loft  in  case  any  of  you 
want  some  expert  advice  on  how  to  sail  the  ocean. 

One  of  the  members  called  me  after  the  last  race  to  ask, 
half  jokingly,  why  I  let  a  particular  boat  beat  me  on  the  last 
race.  I  answered  that  in  fact  he  sailed  a  better  race.  I’ve  notic¬ 
ed  that  after  2  or  3  years  of  sailing  more  and  more  skippers 
are  sailing  better  races.  What  it  evidently  takes  is  lots  of  prac¬ 
tice,  some  luck,  and  going  the  right  way.  In  the  words  of 
Ralph  Harding  (no  newcomer  to  the  ocean,)  it  doesn’t  matter 
what  kind  of  boat  you  have  in  the  ocean  —  as  long  as  you  go 
the  right  way  and  don’t  make  more  than  2  mistakes.  I  hope 
I’ve  paraphrased  Ralph  correctly  on  that.  Those  of  you  who 
sail  regularly  know  what  I  mean  —  if  you  doubt  this  just  look 
at  the  results  of  the  last  race . 

—  Franz  Klitza 


* 


Clarinet’s  T  Clarinet 


Some  of  our  staff  members  were  sitting  in  a  nearby  saloon 
recently  discussing  beautiful  boats,  beautiful  ladies  and  such 
earth  shattering  topics  as  the  proper  methods  of  Keeping  salt 
off  your  moustache  while  consuming  Margaritas.  Somehow, 
the  subject  of  Boat  Shows  came  up,  which  is  a  little  unusual 
because  when  we  “talk  boats”  after  work,  we  “talk  boats,”  not 
business. 

Now  boat  shows  have  become  a  rather  necessary  evil  in  the 
boat  business,  as  they  are  an  occasion  on  which  the  boating 
public  may  inspect  a  great  number  of  boats  at  one  time,  in  one 
place.  Boat  shows  in  our  opinion  have  also  become  one  of  the 
greatest  displays  of  mass  masochism  the  nautical  world  has 
seen  since  the  days  of  steerage  class  on  the  old  Trans-Atlantic 
liners.  Thousands  of  people  paying  good  money  to  see  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  boats  that  range  from  good  to  mediocre.  They  get  to  ex¬ 
perience  the  joys  of  inspecting  a  35-ft.  sailboat  in  the  company 
of  twenty  other  people:  twelve  of  which  are  often  under  five 
years  old,  two  of  which  are  seasick,  while  the  rest  are  out  kick¬ 
ing  tires. 

They  might  get  to  talk  to  a  very  harried  salesman  who  toward 
the  end  of  the  show  can  be  easily  spotted  by  the  glazed  look  in 
his  eye.  He  has  cotton  candy  in  his  hair,  and  a  definite  green 
pallor  to  his  skin  that  we  can  only  attribute  to  a  week  of  eating 
bad  hot  dogs,  the  traditional  cuisine  served  at  these  extrava¬ 
ganzas. 


WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO 
INVITE  YOU  TO  THE 
ALTERNATIVE 
BOAT  SHOW. 

The  Place:  Our  Docks 

The  Time:  Anytime  You  Like 

The  Pace:  Your  Own  Sweet  Time 

I 

On  display  you  will  find  the  following  new  boats: 


•  Perry  47  Ketch 

•  Freedom  47  Ketch 

•  Mariner  Polaris  36 

•  True  North  34 

•  Hunter  30 


•  Columbia  7.6  Sloop 

•  Columbia  11.7  Cutter 

•  Mariner  Centaur  34 

•  Hunter  37 

•  Columbia  8.7  Sloop 


And  the  following  Brokerage  Boats: 

Liberty,  45’  Columbia 
'■  Wind  haven,  73’  Motorsailer 
Revenge,  45’  Alden  Schooner 
Inca,  45’  Sparkman  &  Stephens 
My  Suzie,  48’  Pacemaker  S/F 
Checkmate,  Cal  39’ 

Farr  37. 


Good  boats  in  a  pleasant  atmosphere.  Stop  by 

13605  Fiji  Way,  Marina  del  Rey  (213)  823-6669 
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HAIDA 

1$  SERIOUSLY  FOR  SALE 

This  former  offshore  racer  has  spent  much  of  her  time  cruising  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  She  is 
completely  cruise  equipped,  and  is  ready  to  take  you  to  the  islands  you  dream  of. 


PARTIAL  EQUIPMENT  LIST  INCLUDES: 


—  YANMAR  2QM20  DIESEL 

—  AVON  6  MAN  LIFERAFT 

—  ARIES  WINDVANE 

—  COMPLETE  SHADE  COVER 

—  LEE  CLOTHS  V 

—  LIFELINES 

—  MAST  STEPS 

—  MODAR  TRITON  VHF 

—  KONEL  RDF 

—  AM/FM  STEREO  SYSTEM 


—  MARINER  AWI 

—  MARINER  KNOTMETER 

—  MARINER  LOG 

—  MASTHEAD  TRI  COLOR  LITE 

—  380’  RECORDING  FATHOMETER 

—  COLE  STOVE 

—  HILLER  KEROSENE  RANGE 

—  100#  CAPACITY  ICE  BOX 

—  EPIRB 

—  8  BAGS  OF  SAILS 


—  NEW  DODGER  BY  SUTTER 

—  HULL*  PAINTED  ‘79 

—  100  GALLONS  WATER 

—  75  GALLONS  FUEL 

—  3  BLADED  PROP 

—  FOOT  PUMPS  IN  GALLEY 

—  12v  DC  &  lOOv  AC 

—  3  ANCHORS,  CHAIN,  LINE 

—  CLOCK  &  BAROMETER 

—  500  AH  BATTERY  CAPACITY 


Haida  was  built  in  1965  by  Far  East  Boat  Works  using  the  finest  of  materials.  She  is 
39’  11”  LOA,  28’  LWL,  10’6”  BEAM,  6’2”  DRAFT. 


She  is  at  our  docks  awaiting  your  inspection  today.  A  true  cruising  value  at  a  very 
reasonable  price  of  .  .  .  $55,000. 


KERMIT  PARKER  YACHT  BROKERAGE 


(415)  456-1860 

San  Rafael  Yacht  Harbor,  557  Francisco  Blvd.,  San  Rafael,  CA  94901 
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r  "WEU I  DIRECTED  THE  IAST 
RACE  CUNIC  FOR  THE 
SAM  FRANCISCO  SAILING  SCHOOL, 
TED n  iV 


fWHO 

r  m 


m/HO  'S  DIRECTING  THE  NEXT 
INVITATION  TO  RACE, '  CARY?" 
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CORINTHIAN  YACHT  CLUB  PRESENTS 

A  Dinner  Program  With 


Ted  Turner  &  Gary  Jobson 


Fascinating  Fastnet  Tales 


Slide-Show  “Challenge  1980” 


Autographed  Copies  of 
‘‘The  Racing  Edge ”  Available 


Begins  Monday,  September  17. 

cocktails  &  autographs:  5:00  Dinner:  6:30  Program:  8:00 


$25.00  per  person  —  Roast  beef  dinner  with  wine 

RESERVATIONS  BY  CHECK  ONLY  - 

LIMITED  CAPACITY 

Send  Checks  To:  Corinthian  Yacht  Club, 

P.0.  Box  857,  Tiburon,  CA  94920 

For  Information  Call: 

(415)  435-4771 

G§an  Francisco  GSailing‘GScho(ji 


THE  CLINIC 


GUEST 
DIRECTOR 
JIM  DEWITT 


Expert  sailmaker  and  owner  of  IN  O  i 

Dewitt  Sails  for  over  20  years.  Pro¬ 
ficient  designer.  Designed  Sand¬ 
piper,  a  33’  sloop;  two-time  winner 
of  Lipton  Cup  and  participant  in 
1971  TransPac  to  Hawaii.  Designa¬ 
ted  speaker  for  the  U.S.Y.R.U. 

Given  talks  on  sailing  in  this  area 
and  in  Canada. 

Accomplished  sailor.  Recent  two-time  winner 
of  the  St.  Francis  Yacht  Club  Big  Boat  Series. 
Six-time  winner  of  the  Sir  Thomas  J.  Lipton 
Challenge  Trophy.  Two-time  winner  of  the  Rheem 
Series.  Placed  4th  in  the  1964  U.S.  Olympic 
Trials,  and  participated  in  the  Pre-Olympics  in 
1971  and  the  Olympic  Trials  in  1972. 


ANOTHER  GREAT  ONE-DESIGN  CLINIC 


OCT.  5,  6,  JL  7 

V  .v  . 


L/  1  [  f  f  )  )  ')  [  San  Francisco’s  Sailing 

//  [III  Jt\  School’s  "Invitation  to  Race"  is 

‘  '  one  of  the  most  comprehensive 

racing  clinics  available.  Yoi 
C — T^~J  will  b®  schooled  under  the 

/  1^1  direction  of  the  experts.  The 

-O  ci  l  y  1  racing  program  will  consist  of 

seminars  and  discussions  on 
-vj  |xj|/-  Setting  Goals,  Seamanship, 

v-LIINIV»  Tacking  &  Gybing,  Maneuver 

ing,  Acceleration.  Skipper  and 
7  Crew  Positions.  Valuable  tips  on  tuning,  sail  trim,  wind  shifts 
'  and  current  sailing;  complimented  with  “hands-on"  action  in 
the  unique  Moore  24  and  J-24.  Continual  coaching  and  evalua¬ 
tion,  tactics,  rules,  appeals,  and  more.  You  will  have  an 
outrageous  time  practicing  starting  procedures  and  techniques 
with  your  expert  coach  right  along  side  of  you  in  the  cockpit.  More 
seminars  on  trim,  balance,  downwind  sailing,  spinnaker  handling, 
and  helmsmanship.  TUITION:  $275,  including  two  dinners,  three 
lunches,  refreshments,  and  barbeque.  In  addition,  an  introductory 
seminar/cocktail  party  will  be  held  on  Oct.  4  from  7  p.m.  to  10  p.m. 
No  matter  what  —  beginning  racer,  intermediate,  owner  or  crew  — 
this  course  will  greatly  enhance  your  racing  expertise.  Information 
and  reservations  —  call  Joan  Duryee  at  (415)  523-0800,  or  write  the 
San  Francisco  Sailing  School,  1136  Ballena  Blvd.,  Alameda,  CA 

94501. 


FORD  MARINE 

DIESEL  ENGINES 


MARINE 

DIESEL  ENGINES 


FORD  SSD  MARINE  DIESEL 
SSD-681M 

6  Cylinder  8.1  Litre  (495  CID) 


Intermittent  Gross  Horsepower:  157  (a  2600  rpm 
Displacement:  495  Cubic  Inches 
Bore  and  Stroke:  4.53  x  5.12  inches 


*7  models 
*58  to  246  HP 
*Turbocharging 
Available 

*High  HP/Weight  Ratio 

*  Fresh  Water  Cooled 
♦Adapted  for  Warner 

or  Twin  Disc  Gears 
♦Worldwide  Parts  & 
Service 

♦  Famous  Ford 
Dependability 


Northern  California's  Marine  Diesel  Headquarters 


TUBAN  INDUSTRIAL  PRODUCTS  CO. 

2003  Leghorn  Street,  Mt.  View,  Ca.  94043 
(415)  968-2431 


Marine 

Power 

Products 


i 

We  are  Northern  California  Distributors  for: 

•  ISUZU  (PICES) 

•  LEHMAN  FORD 

•  FARYMANN 

•  MERCEDES  BENZ 

Spare  Parts  in  Stock 


Northern  California's  Marine  Diesel  Headquarters 


2003  Leghorn  St.,  Mt.  View,  Ca.  94043  (415)  968-2431 
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SIGHTINGS 


is  a  Columbia  26  feasible  too? 


Way  back  in  1976,  well  before  the  current  ‘fuel  crisis,’  Ned  Acker¬ 
man  started  building  a  95-foot  coastal  schooner.  That  boat,  the  John 
F.  Leauitt.  was  finally  launched  on  August  8th  of  this  year. 

Big  deal,  eh?  Well,  th'e  thing  about  this  boat  is  that  it  was  designed 
and  built  specifically  to  carry  cargo  —  supposedly  the  first  such  boat 
built  in  the  U.S.  in  many,  many  years.  Built  to  carry  cargo  and  beat 
the  energy  crises. 

The  Leauitt  is  powered  by  sails  alone,  although  it  uses  diesel  for  its 
pumps,  generators,  and  hoists.  It  requires  a  crew  of  three  and  can 
carry  6  passengers. 

Ned  Ackerman  thinks  that  he  will  be  able  to  compete  on  an 
equitable  basis  with  trains,  trucks  and  ships  while  hauling  cargo  up 
and  down  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  Sailing  vessels  have  proved  over 
the  years  that  they  can  be  very  successful  at  shipping  various  contra¬ 
band  —  we’ll  be  interested  to  see  if  they  can  make  it  legit. 


multihull  transpac 


Last  month  we  neglected  to  report  on  the  multi-hull  TransPac, 
which  started  at  the  same  time  as  the  mono-hull  TransPac. 

Five  multi-hulls  started,  most  with  the  specific  intent  of  reclaiming 
the  TransPac  record  for  multi-hulls  —  a  record  Merlin  had  wrested 
away  in  1977.  But  it  was  not  to  be,  as  the  multi-hulls,  like  the  mono¬ 
hulls,  were  underwhelmed  with  the  same  lack  of  wind. 

The  multi-hull  hopes  were  crushed  early  when  both  Allez  Cat  and 
favorite  Double  Bullet  pulled  up  lame  in  what  turned  out  to  be  the 
only  decent  winds  of  the  race.  Allez  Cat  was  holed  by  the  stiff  waves 
and  Double  Bullet’s  cross-arms  began  to  ‘hinge’  —  reportedly  due  to 
a  manufacturing  screw-up. 

With  these  two  boats  out,  it  was  the  53-foot  Crusader  (John  Con- 
ser,  Dennis  Burnett,  and  Ken  Miles)  that  pulled  into  Honolulu  some 
13  jdays,  13  hours  and  34  minutes  out  of  San  Pedro.  That’s  a  truly 
awful  time,  even  more  awful  than  Drifter’s  11  days  and  18  hours  — 
but  if  there’s  no  wind,  there’s  no  way. 

Second  multi-hull  was  Jerry  Wetzler’s  trim  Freestyle,  and  Bill 
Stein’s  Star  Trek  brought  up  the  rear. 


one  hand  to  drakes  bay 


The  Singlehanded  Sailing  Society  will  hold  its  biannual  Drake’s 
Bay  Race  on  September  29th  and  30th. 

The  race  starts  at  the  Golden  Gate  YC  at  0803  on  Saturday  and 
will  finish  at  Drake’s  Bay.  After  anchoring  for  the  night,  there  will  be 
the  normal  post  race  get-together.  Sunday’s  return  leg  will  start  at 
0900,  and  will  finish  at  the  Golden  Gate  YC. 

The  race  is  open  to  mono-hulls  and  multi-hulls  of  over  20-feet  in 
length,  which  meets  most  normal  race  standards.  For  exact  re¬ 
quirements  and  an  entry  form,  contact  the  Singlehanded  Sailing 
Society,  c/o:  Oceanic  Society,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94123,  or  phone  (415)  441-1120. 

PHRF  handicaps  will  be  used. 
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freighter 


This  is  a  freighter  entering  the  Golden 
Gate,  just  the  kind  of  vessel  that  fills  the 
sailor  with  apprehensions  while  sailing 
along  the  coast.  It’s  a  different  story  in 
the  Bay  however,  where  some  sailors 
don’t  know  the  meaning  of  fear  —  or  in¬ 
telligence.  Some  daringly  dash  across 
the  behemoths  bow,  while  others  smug¬ 
ly  linger  in  their  path. 

The  first  weekend  in  August  we  per¬ 
ched  ourselves  on  the  Golden  fGate 
Bridge  and  watched  the  numerous 
races  unfold  on  the  Bay.  Over  by  Knox 
buoy  there  was  a  large  fleet  of  small 
boats  flying  chutes  on  their  way  down  to 
Point  Blunt.  Heading  out  the  Gate  — 
and  directly  for  the  sailboats  —  was  a 
Standard  Oil  tanker. 

It  was  to  each  sailboat’s  competitive 
advantage  to  cross  the  tanker’s  bow  — 
something  that  few  could  do  without 
forcing  that  vessel  off  course.  After  the 
first  few  sailboats  passed,  the  tanker 


SIGHTINGS 


attention  women 

The  fabulous  Berkeley  Yacht  Club  —  complete  with  remodeled 
facilities  —  is  inviting  all  women  sailors  to  participate  in  the  fourth  an¬ 
nual  Women  s  Cup  regatta.  The  race  is  Saturday,  October  20th  on 
the  Olympic  Circle,  and  all  boats  must  be  skippered  as  well  as  crewed 
by  women. 

Trophies  will  be  awarded  for  the  first  three  places  in  each  division 
during  dinner  at  the  club  following  the  race. 

Call  Betty  Ann  Barnett  at  (415)  841-2431  for  details. 


more  at  the  fabulous  berkeley  yc 

A  month  before  the  Women’s  Cup,  the  Berkeley  YC  will  be 
holding  the  Annual  Nimitz  Regatta  on  September  29th.  This  is  an 
end-of-the-season  race,  giving  YRA  and  SYRA  yachtsmen  one  last 
chance  to  get  their  licks  in. 

There  are  four  divisions  for  boats  to  race  in,  and  the  overall  winn¬ 
ing  skipper’s  yacht  club  is  awarded  the  Fleet  Admiral  Chester  W. 
Nimitiz  Perpetual  Trophy. 

After  the  racing  there  will  be  dinner  at  the  clubhouse  and  all  yachts 
are  encouraged  to  raft  up  and  join  in  the  festivities.  Call  Sally  Ann 
Green  at  (415)  935-8378  for  entry  forms  and  further  information. 


the  noble  pigeon 


baiters 


slightly  altered  course  to  make  it  easier 
for  the  later  boats  to  take  its  stern.  The 
sailors,  now  that  the  tanker  pilot  had 
revealed  a  yellow  streak  down  his  back, 
would  have  nothing  of  it  and  kept  pour¬ 
ing  across  his  bow. 

When  it  was  all  said  and  done,  these 
sailboats  —  who  are  required  by  race  in¬ 
struction  and  law  to  “not  interfere  with 
commercial  traffic”  —  had  driven  the 
tanker  90  degrees  off  course.  This  kind 
of  daring-do  won’t  go  on  long,  because 
if  sailors  don’t  stop  it  voluntarily,  the 
Coast  Guard  will. 

In  the  course  of  another  conversation 
with  the  Coast  Guard,  we  were  told  that 
unlike  the  last  several  years,  there  have 
been  almost  no  reported  problems  be¬ 
tween  commercial  and  recreational 
vessels  in  the  Bay.  So  why  don’t  we 
keep  it  that  way  by  not  having  anymore 
bullshit  like  over  at  Knox? 


To  most  people,  the  pigeon  is  not  the  most  majestic  of  birds.  It’s 
color  is  slovenly,  it’s  habits  pedestrian.  But  then,  it  may  be  a  pigeon 
may  save  your  life. 

The  thing  about  pigeons  is  that  they  can  see  very  well.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  in  tests  conducted  in  simulated  search  and  rescue  missions  over 
the  ocean,  pilots  and  crews  would  only  detect  a  target  about  40%  of 
the  time,  where  the  pigeon  would  get  it  90%  of  the  time  on  the  “first 
pass.” 

Pigeons  also  have  the  wonderful  quality  of  not  getting  bored  easy, 
and  they  can  learn.  One  of  the  things  they  can  learn  is  to  peck  a 
buzzer  contact  whenever  they  spot  anything  orange  or  deep  yellow 
in  the  water  —  colors  most  frequently  used  in  lifejackets  and  liferafts. 

If  they  are  so  great  at  this,  you’re  probably  wondering,  why  don’t 
they  use  them  in  search  and  rescue  missions.  Well,  the  fact  is  that 
they  do  —  or  at  least  they  did. 

Early  this  year,  after  18>  months  of  hard  training,  the  Coast  Guard 
strapped  the  birds  to  the  underside  of  a  helicopter  in  a  plexiglass  pod. 
After  nine  months  of  special  training,  three  pigeons  were  deemed 
ready  and  were  sent  out  on  a  mission  to  look  for  a  small  powerboat 
off  Hawaii.  We’ll  never  know  if  those  pigeons  would  have  lived  up  to 
their  billing,  because  the  helicopter  had  to  make  an  emergency  land¬ 
ing  in  the  ocean  and  thereby  drowned  those  pigeons  who  were  trap¬ 
ped  in  the  plexiglass  pod  beneath  the  chopper.  Poor  bastards. 

Anyway,  there  are  more  pigeons,  the  regular  park-bench  kind,  be¬ 
ing  lined  up  for  a  new  $73,000  program  to  retrain  them. 
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that’s  bami  not  bambi 

The  Bay  Area  Marine  Institute,  a  non-profit  corporation  to  provide 
educational  and  vocational  training  in  maritime  skills,  would  like  to 
make  a  few  announcements. 

Numero  Uno.  If  you’d  like  educational  training  in  maritime  sub¬ 
jects  like  naval  architecture,  diesel  repair,  celestial  navigation,  sail 
making,  marine  surveying  —  there  are  12  evening  courses  in  all  — 
that  training  is  available  at  BAMI’s  new  location  in  the  old  Kneass 
Boatworks  in  San  Francisco  at  the  foot  of  18th  Street.  The  courses 
start  on  the  1st  of  October,  so  call  (415)  552-4500  for  the  complete 
catalog . 

Numero  Duo.  BAMI  also  has  a  program  for  those  of  you  in¬ 
terested  in  vocational  training  in  the  maritime  field.  This  is  an  ac¬ 
celerated  ten-month  program  that  includes  both  theoretical  and 
hands-on  instruction.  This  is  a  career  training  program  to  be  what 
BAMI  calls  a  Marine  Services  Technician  —  preparing  you  for  a  posi¬ 
tion  in  a  number  of  areas  of  the  marine  industry.  „ 

This  program  starts  the  15th  of  October  and  is  open  to  anyone 
who  is  18  years  of  age  with  a  high  school  diploma,  and  physically  fit. 
The  program  is  open  to  people  without  regard  to  race,  creed,  color, 
sex  or  national  origin  —  we  think  they  even  take  powerboaters,  for 
gawd’s  sakes. 

For  the  complete  information  on  this  vocational  training,  call  (415) 
552-4500  or  write  BAMI  at  Pier  66  in  San  Francisco,  94107. 


great  in  the  water  show 

Karen  Thompson,  vivacious  producer  of  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
In-The-Water  Boat  Show,  has  given  us  the  word  that  it’s  going  to  be 
the  best  show  they’ve  ever  had.  The  show  starts  real  soon, 
September  7th  and  runs  through  the  16th,  and  is  located  at  Mariner 
Square  in  Alameda. 

Show  hours  are  from  Tl:30  to  6,  Monday  through  Friday  and 
10:00  to  6:00  on  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

A  number  of  fine  new  boats  will  be  making  their  debut  at  the  show, 
including  the  Burns  36  and  Wylie  34.  Bristol  will  feature  a  new  40 
and  Pearson  a  36.  Also  new  on  the  west  coast  are  the  Kalik  30  and 
33,  boats  we’ve  frankly  not  seen  or  heard  of  before. 

The  number  of  cruising  boats  to  compare  is  always  impressive  at 
the  In-The-Water  Show,  and  there  will  be  Peterson  44s,  Hans  Chris¬ 
tians,  Gulfstars,  Fast  Passages,  Westsails  —  wait  a  minute  folks,  if  we 
list  all  the  boats,  there  won’t  be  any  more  room  in  the  issue.  So,  just 
take  our  word  for  it,  the  selection  at  the  In-The-Water-Show  is 
always  great. 

Tickets  are  $4.00  a  head  for  adults;  those  6-16  are  $2.00,  and  5 
and  under  are  free.  If  you  plan  on  coming  back  to  buy  more  than  one 
boat,  you  can  buy  passes  for  just  $1. 

A  word  to  the  wise,  if  you  really  want  to  look  seriously  and  get  the 
best  product  information,  try  and  make  it  by  on  a  weekday.  It’ll' be 
easier  on  you,  and  the  sales  folks  are  less  harried.  Just  a  tip,  you 
know. 


peaches 


This  is  Patty  Peach,  battling  it  out  in 
combat  on  the  Bay  during  the  Peterson 
34  “Summer  Invitational.”  The 
weekend  series  of  races  took  place  on 
August  4th  and  5th  and  was  hosted  by 
the  St.  Francis. 

Patty  is  a  little  bit  out  of  control  here, 
and  that  tends  to  hurt  her  performance. 
In  fact,  she  lost  out  on  first  place  to  Kent 
Ross’  Clark  Kent  from  the  SFYC;  lost 
second  to  Jim  Tyler’s  Airborne  of  the 
Ballena  Bay  YC;  and  lost  third  to  Daryl 


answer 

Last  month  we  teased  our  readers  a 
bit  by  asking  you  to  guess  who  was  go¬ 
ing  to  design  Jim  Kilroy’s  new  80-ft 
Kialoa.  The  correct  answer  is  Ron 
Holland. 

Originally  it  was  going  to  be  a  very  ex¬ 
otic  boat,  vinyl  ester  resins,  Kevlar,  car¬ 
bon  fiber  —  all  kinds  of  goodies.  But 
while  sailing  across  the  Atlantic,  Ron 

commodore 

August  29th  the  6-Metre  Nationals 
ended  in  Seattle  with  one  of  the 
favorites,  St.  Francis  VII  winning  easily. 
The  California  Maritime  Academy  boat 
won  four  straight  races,  a  bit  of  a  sur¬ 
prise  since  top  regular  helmsman  Tom 
Blackaller  was  sailing  in  Russia.  Ably  fill- 


get  creamed 


Anderson’s  The  Force  from  Paradise 
Harbor  YC. 

Actually,  we  don’t  know  how  she  did, 
since  we  only  got  the  first  three 
finishers.  But  all  was  not  lost,  the  Peach 
made  Diane  Beeston  smile  by  affording 
her  a  great  photo,  and  us  for  having  a 
good  shot  to  run.  Besides,  this  is  what 
boats  look  like  when  people  are  in  the 
process  of  learning  to  sail  them  well  — 
as  opposed  to  not  learning  to  sail  them 
well. 


to  quiz 

and  Jim  decided  that  maybe  the 
materials  weren’t  proven  enough  for 
ocean  racing.  After  the  Fastnet,  they’re 
probably  more  sure  than  ever. 

As  a  result  the  new  boat  will  be  again 
be  built  of  aluminum.  When  it  was  going 
to  be  built  of  glass,  Kiwi  Boat  Works  was 
going  to  get  the  nod,  byt  in  aluminum 
—  who  knows? 


takes  turner 

j V 

ing  in  was  Commodore  Tompkins. 

Second  place  went  to  Ranger,  the 
Yellow  Rose  of  Texas  boat  being  sailed 
by  Ted  Turner. 

Local  boat  Ah  Si  Si!  was  a  rather 
disappointing  5tb  -  6  Metres  begin  racing 
on  the  bay  on  September  16. 


SIGHTINGS 


benefit  race  for  the  red  cross 

On  September  22,  the  Alameda  Chapter  of  the  Red  Cross  will 
hold  its  annual  regatta  on  the  Oakland  Estuary.  The  race  starts  at 
2:00  from  the  Encinal  YC  in  Alameda,  and  will  be  sailed  on  the 
Estuary.  The  race  is  open  to  all  keel  boats. 

The  deadline  for  registration  is  September  14.  There  must  be 
some  entry  fee  —  how  else  would  the  Red  Cross  benefit?  —  but  we 
don’t  know  what  it  is.  You  can  be  sure,  however,  it  is  for  a  good 
cause. 

For  complete  details  and  an  entry  form,  call  (415)  522-7711. 
Good  luck! 

six  metre  dates . . . 

Most  folks  have  had  a  hard  time  keeping  up  with  the  dates  for  all 
the  Six  Metre  activity  to  take  place  on  the  Bay.  Here’s  the  latest: 

The  day  after  the  Big  Boat  Series,  September  16th,  the  8 
American  boats  will  start  their  elimination  series.  There  won’t  be  any 
selection  committee  business  like  the  America’s  Cup  —  out  here  it’s 
the  boat  that  wins  that  goes  on  the  the  finals. 

On  September  17th,  8  Swedish  boats  entered  will  begin  having 
their  eliminations.  After  the  Swedes  are  done  cracking  heads 
amongst  themselves,  their  best  will  go  after  the  lone  Australian 
challenger. 

These  three  elimination  series  should  take  until  the  very  end  of 
September  or  beginning  of  October,  depending  on  how  many  break¬ 
downs  and  laydays  are  necessary. 

Sometime  around  the  first  week  in  October  the  Australian- 
American  Challenge  Cup  finals  will  be  sailed.  Stay  tuned  for  further 
details. 

ted  (Sugary  corinthian  Olympic  benefit 

There’s  a  super  evening  you’ll  all  want  to  mark  off  on  your  calen¬ 
dar  and  send  your  reservation  money  in  for.  The  date  is  September 
17th  at  the  Corinthian  Yacht  Club  and  the  occasion  is  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Ted  Turner  and  Gary  Jobson. 

The  dynamic  duo,  most  sailors  know,  put  away  the  last  America’s 
Cup  and  plan  to  do  it  again  in  1980.  In  between,  they  have  been 
devasting  the  competition  on  the  east  coast  and  recently  won  the 
grisly  Fastnet.  There  won’t  be  a  shortage  of  things  to  talk  about  or 
questions  to  ask. 

The  fee  is  a  seemingly  stiff  $25  a  head  —  but  let’s  remember  that  it 
is  a  benefit  for  the  USYRU  to  .help  our  Olympic  sailors.  A  luscious 
roast  beef  dinner  with  wine  is  included.  Autographed  copies  of 
Turner  &  Jobson’s  The  Racing  Edge’  will  be  sold  for  a  discount  price 
of  $10. 

This  is  going  to  be  a  knockout  event  and  space  is  limited,  so  you 
should  send  in  your  check  today  for  reservations:  Corinthian  YC, 
P.O.  Box  857,  Tiburon,  CA  94920. 

Ted  and  Gary  are  brought  to  you  by  the  Corinthian  YC  Racing 
Education  Committee.  Call  (415)  435-4771  for  further  information. 

The  bar  is  at  5:00,  dinner  at  6:30,  and  the  guests  speak  at  8:00. 
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Complete  Marine  Supplies  at  Affordable  Prices 

CHECK  AROUND,  THEN  CALL  US 

IVacMcraft  Kit  Boats  34’  to  44’ 

SouBiwM  32’  KM  Boats 


Boat  Building  Supplies  — Repairs— Boat  Building  Space 


909  ELIZABETH  ST.,  ALVISO,  CA  95002  (408)  263-1453 


CAULK  WITH  DETCO  GROVE! 

OETCO  GROVE  polysulfide  rubber  caulking  compounds  positively 
grip  deck  and  hull  seam  edges.  Teaming  tiger's  claw  tenacity  with 
permanent  flexibility,  OETCO  GROVE  provides  long-lasting  leakproof 
seams,  resistant  to  the  severest  conditions.  DETCO  GROVE  sands 
like  the  wood  itself,  a  mere  48  hours  after  application.  It's  catalytically 
cured!  For  new  decks  or  old,  OETCO  GROVE  is  demanded  by 
discriminating  builders,  shipwrights,  and  boat 
owners.  Call  or  write  for  free  caulking 
instructions, 'product  information,  and  A^s 

your  nearest  dealer. 


(213)  681-2613 
3452  E.  Foothill  Blvd 
Pasadena,  CA  91107 

DETCO  MARINE 


LOOK  ALOFT! 

Boat  owners  often  neglect  to  check 
their  rigging  above  deck  level. 

Many  accidents  could  have  been 
prevented  by  a  simple  spot  check. 
We  at  Bay  Riggers  are  offering 
a  deck  to  masthead  survey 
for  any  worn  or  defective 
gear.  Ask  about  our 
preventive  maintenance 
rigging  survey.  Rigging 
and  modification  of 
sailboat  rigging. 

Rope-wire  splicing. . 

General  marine  service 
and  repair. 


Dealers  for: 
Samson  braid 
and  MacWhyte 
wire. 


200  GATE  5  rd. 

SAUSALITO,  CA.  (415)  332-5757 


ANCHOR  YACHT  SALES 
1535  Buena  Vista  Ave.,  Alameda 
(415)  522-6500  or  (408)  377-2847 


BOB  TEFFT  CRUISIHG 

l  44'J-Jj2-}690  + 


2829BRIDQEWM,SUfTE.  20i,SSUSRLITO,CM .  94965 


26’  Garden  gaff  cutter,  “VASHON  ISLAND,”  1967, 17,000# . $40,000 

29’  Alden  diesel  cutter,  classic  good  sailor,  clean . 22,000 

30’  Atkin  schooner,  “LITTLE  MAID  OF  KENT,”  1970 . 25,000 

30’  Cheoy  lee  Bermuda  ketch,  1963,  Mexico  veteran . 29,500 

31’  Mariner  diesel  ketch,  1972,  back  from  HI . 43,300 

31’  Angelman  ketch,  1961,  good  character . 37,500 

32’  New  Zealand  cutter,  1974,  singlehanded  Tokyo/SF  47  days . . .  38,950 

33’  Schock  cutter,  1939,  loaded  with  equipment . 22,500 

34’  Wells  ketch,  1964,  been  to  So.  Pacific  twice . .55,000 

34’  Block  Island  diesel  ketch,  sails  well,  nice . 29,500 

36’  Hanna  Carol  ketch  (2)  1944  $15,500  &  1964 . 45,000 

38’  Mason  ketch,  1970,  cruise  vet  w/5  pages  of  inventory . 62,000 

39’  Murray  Peterson  gaff  ketch,  “LITTLE  DANSKER,”  beaut!! . . .  .49,500 

40’  Atkin  canoe-sterned  cutter  motorsailer,  1968 . 50,000 

40’  Schock  ketch  with  big  inventory,  beautiful . 49,500 

42’  Colin  Archer  ketch,  1963,  very  heavy,  well  found . 59,500 

46’  Cal  2-46  ketch,  1975,  lots  of  gear  &  clean . . .  t . 120,000 

46’  Campos  heavy  ketch,  1949,  similar  to  famous  “GAUCHO”. .  .80,000 

47’  German  steel  yawl,  1962,  new  diesel,  excellent . 82,500 

52’  Alden  ketch,  recent  diesel  and  hull  work,  needs  interior . 70,000 


SPECIALIZING  IN  OFFSHORE  CRUISING  BOATS 


FARR  30 


FARR  727  — 


First 

Production 
Boat,  1979 
Va  Ton 

Base  —  $9,995 
—  $5,600 


Also  dealers  for 
30’  &  36’ 


FULL  RACE  at  $27,850 
5  sails;  main,  150%  125%  90% 
genoas,  %  oz.  spinnakers  & 
equipment,  winches,  &  S-. 

running  gear.  v 

RACE  READY. 


See  the  FARR  30  & 
FARR  727  at 
ALAMEDA  YACHT 
HARBOR 
AT  SKIPPERS 


Our  PACIFIC  41  ...  If  you  are  a  serious  sailor  considering 
a  yacht  for  passage  making,  you  should  check  it  out. 


We  have  never  thought  of  the  PACIFIC  41  as  the  perfect  boat  for  everyone.  For  one  thing,  a  buyer  has  to  be 
a  little  patient.  We  build  this  yacht  to  order,  so  we  never  have  one  “in  stock”.  While  this  vessel  is  very  much  a 
a  high  technology  project  (AIREX  core  hull,  Q-cell  core  deck,  etc.),  it  is  also  a  labor-intensive  effort.  Our 
buyers  demand  a  level  of  finish  that’s  just  not  found  in  today’s  production  sailboats. 

So,  if  you  order  your  PACIFIC  41  now,  we  can  promise  late  spring  delivery  next  year.  Based  on  the  number 
of  sales  already  made  to  serious,  demanding  buyers,  we  can  safely  say  that  we  could  easily  sell  many  more 
than  we  could  make.  A  bold  statement,  we  know,  but  our  comprehensive’ brochure  should  make  it  very 
clear  why  these  sailors  from  around  the  world  consider  the  PACIFIC  41  a  unique  offering.  Give  us  a  call,  or 
drop  a  brief  note,  and  your  brochure  will  be  in  the  mail  immediately. 

Pacific  International  Marine  1 840  Embarcadero,  Oakland,  CA  94606/(415)532-4170 


Our  brokerage  division  offers  a  number  of  used  cruisirig  yachts 
reflecting  this  seasonally  slow  market. 


29’  Cal  1975,  loaded  for  cruising,  good  condition . *■ . $29,900 

30’  Friendship  sloop  1964,  dsl.,  classic  cruiser  . 35,000 

34’  Nichols  1961,  custom  design  . 34,900 

35’  Rasmus  1 972,  all  fiberglass,  aft  cabin,  from  Sweden . . , . *. . .  49,000 

35’  Ericson  1972,  dsl.,  loaded  for  racing  or  cruising . 48,000 

36’  Islander  1972,  custom  mahogany  interior . * . . . . . 46,900 

37’  Tartan  1 969,  yawl  rig,  dsl.,  full  keel,  Hood  design . . . 53,500 

48’  Maple  Leaf  cruising  cutter,  Huntingford  design,  very  extens.  inven.,  worldwide  capabilities  for  6-8 . 1 75,000 

50’  FD-12  1977  Eva  Holman  design,  high  performance  cruising  cutter,  Queen  1979  SF  Boat  Show . 177,000 


Pacific  International  Marine  Sales  1840Embarcadero,  Oakland,  CA94606/(41 5)532-41 70 
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SIGHTINGS 


this  isn't  texas  is  it? 

Remember  that  beef  over  50  cents  of  spilled  gas  in  San  Francisco 
that  turned  into  murder?  It  looks  like  people  up  the  stakes  in  the 
same  matter  on  the  water,  too. 

In  the  early  morning  hours  of  July  21st,  Jeff  Gahagan,  who  owns 
a  Cal  T/2,  Popeye,  and  the  Coast  Guard  got  into  a  little  difficulty, 
which  escalated  to  the  point  where  each  is  accusing  the  other  of  hav¬ 
ing  tried  to  kill  them. 

It  started  over  Popeye  not  having  it’s  running  lights  on. 

The  Coast  Guard  story  is  basically  this:  They  hail  Popeye  to  turn 
on  running  lights  and  following  him  to  his  marina  where  Gahagan 
tries  to  ram  them  and  later  verbally  assaults  them.  Shortly  after  this 
they  tell  Gahagan  not  to  drive  away  in  his  car;  and  at  that,\ 
Gahagan  tries  to  run  them  down.  They  fire  four  shots,  from  a 
shotgun  and  .45  calibre  pistol.  Eventually  he  comes  back  to  the 
marina  that  night  and  is  placed  in  the  slammer  and  accused  of  assauk 
with  a  deadly  weapon,  meaning  his  car. 

Gahagan’s  version  is  a  little  different.  He  claims  that  the  Coast 
Guard  didn’t  have  their  blue  light  on  and  they  didn’t  ask  him  to 
heave  to.  He  did  not  try  to  ram  them,  but  circle  around  them  to  his 
berth.  After  giving  the  Coast  Guard  a  piece  of  his  mind  and  the  dock, 
he  got  into  his  car  before  locking  up  his  boat.  As  he  started  driving 
away,  he  said  he  noticed  someone  with  a  gun,  and  he  took  off,  par¬ 
ticularly  when  a  shot  came  through  his  windshield.  He  called  the 
Alameda  Police  and  told  them  the  Coast  Guard  was  trying  to  kill 
him.  He  returned  and  was  arrested. 

The  Coast  Guard  is  conducting  their  own  investigation  and  the 
Alameda  Police  are  working  on  the  case.  May  there  be  cooler  heads 
on  all  sides  in  such  future  encounters. 


Quiz  of  the  month.  Exactly  what  is  going  on  here?  Where?  and  Why? 
Any  correct  answer  wins  —  hell,  any  answer  at  all  that  includes  a 
self-addressed  stamped  envelope  wins  a  free  bumper  sticker  that 
reads:  Latitude  38  —  the  sailing  is  great!  No  fooling! 


look 


Last  month  we  ran  a  picture  almost 
like  this  in  the  same  place  as  this.  The 
guys  on  the  boat,  Steve  Brilliant  and 
Steve  Klotz  were  the  same,  the  boat,  a 
Flying  Junior  US  4228  was  the  same, 
and  they  were  in  the  same  place,  in  first, 
and  they  did  the  same  thing,  ran  off 
with  the  regatta.  Only  one  thing 
changed  —  last  month  it  was  the 
Western  Regionals,  this  month  it’s  the 
World’s.  Four'  firsts  and  one  fourth. 
Congratulations. 

In  the  Women’s  Flying  Junior  World’s 
Championships,  Sheila  Jones  and 


SIGHTINGS 


familiar? 

Frances  Dyer  of  the  San  Jose  Sailing 
Club  barely  managed  to  sneak  past 
Julie  Ann  and  Nannette  Rose  of 
Melbourne,  Australia.  Both  men’s  and 
women’s  champs  hail  from  the  San 
Jose  Sailing  Club. 

Gordon  Clute  and  Paul  Storz1,  young 
old  hands  at  Flying  Juniors,  took  the 
junior  championship  home  to  the  San 
Francisco  _YC. 

A  fleet  of  50  sailed  out  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  YC  for  the  week  long  competi¬ 
tion  which  pumped  up  the  traditional 
Bay  breezes  and  chop. 


nor  cal  marine  assoc  boat  show 

The  Northern  California  Marine  Association  will  be  holding  its  7th 
annual  Boat  Show  at  the  Oakland  Coliseum,  October  3rd  thru  the 
7th.  Show  hours  are  from  2  until  10  pm  on  Wednesday,  Thursday, 
and  Friday;  from  1 1  to  10  pm  on  Saturday.  The  show  closes  at  7  pm 
on  Sunday. 

There  are  two  special  things  about  this  show  —  well  there’s  more 
than  that,  but  two  things  we  like  besides  the  boats  is  the  display  of 
gear  and  accessories.  That  alone  is  worth  the  $3  admission. 

The  other  good  thing  is  the  multi-media  presentation  that  Bob  and 
Kristi  Hanelt  will  make  about  their  2V2  year  circumnavigation.  Bob 
and  Kristi  made  the  trip  in  their  53-ft  yawl,  Skylark ,  and  went  to  a  lot 
of  places  off  the  normal  ‘milk  run’. 

One  of  the  places  they  went  to  was  in  the  New  Hebrides,  looking 
for  a  primitive  tribe.  They  brought  with  them  a  bottle  of  gin  to  sooth 
the  garrulous  nature  of  the  chief,  which  it  did.  In  pidgin  English  — 
learned  from  the  National  Geographic  folks  —  the  chief  explained 
that  the  name  of  his  island  meant  ‘yam’  because  they  did  produce 
yams  of  a  ferocious  size.  The  chief  told  how  his  ‘father’s,  father, 
father  traded  yams  to  “thisa  fella,  he  belonga  England,  name 
belonga  to  him  Captain  Cook”.  Indeed  Cook  had  stopped  there  199 
years  prior  to  the  Hanelts,  and  traded  an  adz  for  yams.  The  chief 
brought  out  the  adz,  being  the  islands  most  prized  possession,  since  it 
was  the  only  metal  object.  Cook  had  also  traded  a  “boom-boom”  — 
but  nobody  seemed  to  know  where  that  was. 

If  you  find  these  kinds  of  tales  more  fulfilling  and  satisfying  than 
“Laverne  and  Shirley”,  you  might  want  to  see  Bob  and  Kristi's 
presentation  at  the  boat  show.  They’ll  be  giving  it  in  the  500-seat 
theatre  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  evening,  October  3  &  4,  from 
7:30  to  9:00.  It  will  be  given  again  on  Sunday  at  1  p.m. 

The  N.C.M.A.  BoattShow,  October  3  to  7,  worth  a  look. 


lightin’  up  the  south  pacific 

As  we  mentioned  in  our  TransPac  story,  the  United  States  was 
considering,  and  now  wants  to  store  nuclear  wastes  on  Palmyra 
Island,  which  is  1,000  miles  southwest  of  Hawaii.  The  administration 
thinks  the  uninhabitated  500-acre  atoll  would  make  a  dandy  dump 
for  up  to  30,000  tons  of  radioactive  waste.  At  least  for  30  years. 
After  that  time,  it  is  believed  that  the  concrete-covered  cannisters 
might  lose  their  integrity  and 'have  to  be  moved  to  a  new  site  — 
perhaps  Washington  DC. 

Naturally  the  people  of  the  Pacific  basin  aren’t  thrilled  about  the 
idea,  nor  are  the  owners,  the  Fullard-Leo  family  of  Honolulu.  They 
don’t  want  to  sell  it  to  the  government,  even  for  $20  million;  so  the 
government  may  start  condemnation  proceedings. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  hear  what  sailmaker  Peter  Sutter  thinks 
about  the  idea.  He’s  been  cruising  on  his  Tom  Wylie-designed  and 
C&B  Marine  built  36  boat  —  and  much  of  the  time  he’s  been  at 
Palmyra.  \ 
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SIGHTINGS 


the  navy  enlists 

The  Navy  called  the  other  day,  saying  they  wanted  to  distribute 
Latitude  38  to  the  troops  on  their  ships  heading  out  to  see  the  world 
and  to  the  folks  who  sail  at  clubs  at  Alameda,  Treasure  Island  and 
Mare  Island.  We  said  sure. 

And  how  about  you?  Do  you  have  a  good  location  in  the  western 
United  States  where  you  could  give  out  25  or  more  copies  of 
Latitude  38?  We  ship  'em  to  you  each  month' via  UPS,  and  neither 
the  magazines  or  freight  costs  you  one  cent.  It’s  the  least  we  can  do 
for  sailors,  right? 

Call  Kathy  at  (415)  332-6706  for  details. 

And  while  we’re  at  it,  Latitude  38  would  also  like  to  send  a  bunch 

t 

of  each  month’s  issue  to  major  cruising  crossroads:  Tahiti,  Samoa; 
the  Marquesas,  etc.  If  anyone  knows  a  place  where  we  could  ship 
them  in  these  kinds  of  places,  we’d  sure  like  to  hear  about  them. 


t 

m 


The  pther  day  a  fine  gentleman  came 
in  with  this  picture  and  asked  us  to  run  it 
along  with  the  information  that  the  Ex- 
calibur  class  will  be  having  its  Nationals 
this  month.  We  lost  the  dates,  the  loca- 


the  great  little 


Every  other  year,  the  Big  Boat  Series 
blossoms  into  a  battle  royale  of  big  boats 
out  for  blood.  That  was  last  year.  On 
alternate  years,  the  Big  Boat  Series  is 
smaller  and  more  intimate  —  just  as  it 
will  be  this  year.  The  racing,  however, 
and  the  spectating,  is  always  great. 

To  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  this  is 
the  first  year  that  the  Big  Boat  Series  will 
have  a  Lake  Tahoe  entry  in  the  Keefe- 
Kilbourn  Two-Ton  group.  That  boat, 
Passing  Fancy,  requested  to  be  dry- 
sailed  —  meaning  they  want  to  take  it 
out  and  put  it  on  a  trailer  after  each 
race.  This  would  be  inpractical  with 
most  boats  that  race  Two-Ton,  but  the 
Olson  30  is  a  little  bit  different.  In  fact,  it 
probably  displaces  just  a  wee  more  than 
the  winches  on  the  boat  it  will  compete 
with.  It  should  be  fun  to  watch. 

There  will  be  five  boats  racing  for  the 
City  of  San  Francisco  Trophy  —  Swift- 
sure,  Hawkeye,  Bravura,  and  Triumph, 
a  C&C  54  out  of  —  why  not  —  Scott¬ 
sdale,  Arizona. 

In  the  Atlantic  Series  there  are  7  en¬ 
tries  headlined  by  the  new  High  Roler, 
who  will  be  racing  against  the  old  High 
Roler  that  is  now  called  Viva  Cruz.  Also 
out  of  down  south  is  a  new  boat, 


jerks 


tion,  and  who  to  call. 

We’re  no  damn  good.  But  Kitty 
James  at  the  YRA  office  (771-9500)  is 
great,  and  we  bet  she  can  give  you  the 
information.  Sorry. 


big  boat  series 


Timberwolf. 

The  Richard  Rheem  Series  will  be  the 
biggest  by  far  —  18  entries.  Some  of  the 
best  competition  should  come  when  Ulf 
Werner’s  TransPac  winner  goes  agianst 
a  sistership  owned  and  skippered  by 
Dennis  Conner,  a  boat  called  Dust  'em, 
Lois  Lane  will  be  entered,  so  will  Sweet 
Okole,  a  good  number  of  Swans  and 
some  old  friends  from  down  south. 

We  neglected  to  mention  who  the 
Olson  30  Passing  Fancy  will  be  up 
against.  How  about  Wings,  Leading 
Lady,  Cadenza,  Blue  Norther,  and  four 
of  the  other  normal  Two-Ton  suspects. 

Racing  starts  Monday,  September 
10th  at  1:00,  off  the  St.  Francisc,  so  br¬ 
ing  your  spouse,  your  car,  your 
checkbook  and  pinkslip,  binoculars  and 
camera,  lunch  and  wine  —  and  have  a 
hell  of  a  good  fall  afternoon  watching 
the  racing. 

Second  race  is  Wednesday  at  3: 30  — 
you  know,  to  let  the  busy  businessman 
have  a  chance  to  see  some  action. 

Friday’s  race  starts  at  1:00  as  does  the 
finale  on  Saturday. 

If  you’re  goint  to  be  out  on  your  boat, 
stay  the  hell  away  from  the  boats  racing, 
O.K.? 


SIGHTINGS 


women  and  lasers 


September  22  &  23rd  are  the  dates  for  the  5th  Pacific  Coast 
Women’s  Laser  Open  to  be  put  on  by  the  San  Francisco  YC.  Two 
days  of  racing  will  be  held  in  Richardson’s  Bay,  totalling  five  races. 
All  women  are  invited  —  in  the  past  they  have  come  from  up  and 
down  the  west  coast  —  and  there  is  no  age  limit. 

In  an  attempt  to  encourage  less  experienced  women  sailors,  there 
will  be  an  A  division  and  a  B  division.  Entry  fee  is  $10,  and  you  may 
pre-register  by  mailing  a  check  to  the  San  Francisco  YC  at  98  Beach 
Road  in  Belvedere,  94920. 

The  ladies  will  be  shooting  for  the  Silver  Eagle  Trophy,  the  huge 
counterpart  to  the  Golden  Eagle  Trophy  that  goes  to  the  winner  of 
the  Heavy  Weather  Slalom  held  over  the  4th  of  July  at  the  St.  Fran¬ 
cis.  For  keepers,  the  division  winners  get  miniature  Silver  Eagle  pins. 

We  had  a  chance  to  watch  one  day  of  this  racing  last  year  and  can 
heartily  recommend  it.  For  the  better  sailors  in  Division  A,  there  is  a 
solid  competition;  for  the  women  in  B,  it’s  a  good  change  to  get  in¬ 
troduced  to  racing  in  a  friendly  and  encouraging  atmosphere.  Naomi 
McGinn  at  (415)  332-0602  has  the  answers  to  all  your  questions. 

know  where  you’re  going 


The  Nautical  Sciences  department  at  the  College  of  Alameda 
wants  sailors  to  know  they  are  offering  tuition-free  classes  for  your 
education  and  enjoyment.  Therfe  are  four  courses  in  the  Fall  Quarter 
schedule,  including  Coastal  Piloting  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  even¬ 
ings;  Celestial  Navigation  1  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  evenings  from  7 
to  10;  Meteorology  for  Mariners  on  Wednesday  evenings,  7  to  10; 
and  Seamanship  on  Thursday  evenings,  7  to  10. 

The  Fall  Quarter  starts  September  17th  and  all  classes  are  held  on 
the  campus  of  the  College  of  Alameda.  Get  all  the  information  you 
need  by  calling  the  registrar’s  office  at  (415)  522-7221. 

It’s  a  great  opportunity,  why  not  call  today  and  take  advantage  of 
it? 
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GREA  T  NAMES  IN  YA  CHTING 


SAN  JUAN  28 


TARTAN  37 


P.O.  BOX  12 
HOMEWOOD,  CA 
95718 

(916)  525-7258 


Tartan  37 
Tartan  30 

San  Juan  7.7 

Wilderness  21 


399  HARBOR  BLVD. 
SAUSALITO,  CA 
94965 

(415)  332-4622 


Moore  24 
San  Juan  24 


Tartan  33 
San  Juan  21 

San  Juan  28 

Tartan  10 


Teak  Wonder* 

Now  on  the  West  Coast! 


The  complete  system  for  teak  deck 
maintenance.  The  leader  on  the  East 
Coast. 

The  Teak  Wonder  system  is  tops  on  the  market 
because  it  really  cleans,  brightens  and  preserves 

teak  decks. 

•  Safe  and  Edsy  to  use. 

•  Non-Caustic,  no  more  rubber  gloves. 

®  Will  not  harm  or  affect  marine  paint,  varnish 
or  hardware. 

•  Works  Fast. 


With  Teak  Wonder’s  fantastic  formula  you  not  only 
seal  and  preserve  the  deck,  but  give  it  that  beau¬ 
tiful  fresh  sanded  look  all  the  time. 

•  It  lasts  for  months. 

•  Penetrates  deep  into  wood's  pores  with  silicone 
sealers  and  water  repellants. 

•  Preserves  beauty  of  deck. 

•  Does  not  builcj  up,  turn  dark,  sticky  or  shiny. 

•  Engine  oil,  fish  blood,  paint,  even  potato  chips 
will  not  harm  Teak  Wonder’s  beautiful  finish. 

Try  Teak  Wonder  and  see  why  thousands  of  satis¬ 
fied  customers  have  made  us  the  leader  on  the 
east  coast. 

Keep  your  deck  looking  freshly  sanded  with  Teak 
Wonder.  A  product  of  T-Jett  Inc. 

Available  now,  at  a  Marine  Dealer  near  you,  or 
contact  us  directly. 

Manufactured  and  Distributed  by: 

Marine 

489  6th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94103 

(415)  397-3825 

Dealer  Inquiries  Invited 
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Freya  39  s  are  strong,  safe,  comfortable 
and  fast. 

If  you’re  thjnking  about  purchasing  a 
performance  cruising  boat  —  perhaps  a 
Valiant  40,  Peterson  44,  Pearson  40,  or 
Cal  39  —  why  not  take  a  few  minutes  to 
compare  the  Freya  39?  Compare  the  hull 
layup,  the  interior  space,  the  hardware. 
We  are  proud  of  our  family  cruising 
boat,  and  we  think  you’d  be  proud  to 
own  one. 


See  the  Freya 
in  the  San  Francisco 
Bay-in-the-Water  Show, 
September  7*1 6th. 


Bay  Area  Dealer:  Point  Bonita  Yacht  Sales 

built  by  55-C  Gate  5  Road,  Sausalito,  CA 

Gannon  Yachts  of  Petaluma  (415)  332-1130 


The  United  States  Women’s  Sailing 
Championship  for  the  Adams  Cup 
Trophy  was  held  August  18-23  at  the 
Monterey  Peninsula  Yacht  Club.  Eight 
teams  from  across  the  United  States 
competed  in  Shields  for  this  prestigious 
trophy,  which  was  presented  to  the 
North  American  Yacht  Racing  Associa¬ 
tion  in  1935  by  Mrs.  Charles  Francis 
Adams. 

The  finals  in  Monterey  culminated  an 
intense  summer  of  race  eliminations  for 
Anne  McCormack  of  Novato  and  her 
San  Francisco  Yacht  Club  team  of 
Cathy  Vare,  Carol  Coburn  and  Anne 
Gregurech.  Anne  had  wanted  to  put 
together  her  own  Adams  Cup  team 
since  1970  when  she  had  already  cbm- 
peted  four  times  as  crew  in  the  Finals. 
This  year,  the  timing  was  perfect  as  all 
the  races  were  being  held  in  Monterey, 
she  had  a  good  crew,  and  baby  Skip  (2) 
was  old  enough  to  leave  with  the  ‘Team 
Sitter,’  husband  Hal. 

Winning  the  SFYC  eliminations  the 
end  of  June,  Anne  and  her  crew  travel¬ 
ed  to  Monterey  for  the  first  round,  the 
Association  Quarter-Finals.  Teams  were 
sent  from  Corinthian  YC,  Stockton  YC, 
Santa  Cruz  Sailing  Club,  San  Francisco 
YC,  and  Monterey  Peninsula  YC  —  the 
host  club.  The  weekend  weather  was 
flukey,  as  thunder  and  lightning  delayed 
the  start  and  winds  shifted  out  of  the 
South  —  local  knowledge  didn’t  help! 
Santa  Cruz  Sailing  Club  pulled  out  a 
first  with  the  San  Francisco  YC  coming 
in  second. 

The  Semi-Finals  brought  the  two 
Associations  (YRA  and  SBRA)  winners 
up  from  Southern  California  against  the 
Northern  California  winner  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  USYRA  Area  G  representative 
(California,  Nevada,  and  Arizona.) 
Meanwhile,  all  over  the  country  similar 
competitions  were  being  held  to  select 
representatives  from  the  other  seven 


USYRU  areas.  Santa  Cruz  Sailing  Club 
and  San  Francisco  YC  teams  raced 
against  Newport  Harbor  YC  and 
Capistrano  Bay  YC  in  a  very  evenly 
matched  Semi-final  series  in  August.  At 
the  last  mark  of  the  last  race,  Anne  Mc¬ 
Cormack  passed  two  boats  to  win  the 
series!  They  were  in  the  Finals  and 
spirits  were  high. 

Arriving  in  Monterey  on  August  18th 
for  five  days  of  intense  racing,  the 
SFYC  Team  set  out  to  check  over  the 
competition.  Practice  races  were  held 
on  Saturday  but  few  boats  crossed  the 
finish  line  due  to  superstitious  tales  of 
bad  luck  following  practice  wins. 

For  Alison  Jolly  of  Georgia  (1976 
Martini  &  Rossi  Yachtswoman  of  the 
Year)  held  first  place  for  the  duration. 
During  the  first  exhausting  three-race 
day,  Anne  McCormack  hung  in  with 
7th,  3rd,  and  1st  place  finishes  for  third 
overall.  Day  II,  Alison  Jolly  still  remain¬ 
ed  in  the  lead  with  Anne  McCormack 
moving  up  to  second  —  despite  two  5th 
place  finishes!  The  competition  was  that, 
close.  On  the  third  day,  Anne  and  her 
team  dropped  to  fifth  but  finished  strong 
the  last  day  to  take  fourth  overall. 

When  questioned  about  the  race  and 
the  type  of  competition  she  faced,  Anne 
said  she  felt  comfortable  sailing  in  “that 
league.”  “Except  for  one  boat,  places 
changed  every  day  and  seldom  was  one 
boat  in  command  for  the  whole  series.” 
On  what  advice  she  would  give  to  a 
woman  who  wanted  to  do  well  in  the 
Adams  Cup,  Anne  said  a  good  crew, 
team  efforts  and  lots  of  practice  racing 
together  were  the  most  important  fac¬ 
tors.  “If  you  get  your  act  together,  you 
can  go  anywhere  and  be  a  winner,  as 
long  as  the  courses  are  fair  and  local 
knowledge  doesn’t  count.”  Champion 
Alison  Jolly  had  never  seen  a  Shields, 
nor  had  she  ever  sailed  in  Monterey! 

—  naomi  mcginn 
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OUT  OF  MY  MIND 


Los  Gatos. 


Finally  job  is  done!  As  everybody 
know,  June  18  Anno  Domini  1979  the 
leaders  of  the  two  most  powerful  na¬ 
tions  —  J.C  and  L.B  signed  SALT 
agreement,  kissed  each  other,  shaked 
hands,  etc.  Glory,  Glory,  Hurrah,  and 
“Do  svidanya”  (Good  bye.) 

What  really  is  SALT  —  nobody  can 
understand,  because  as  ABM,  ALBM, 
ALCM,  GLCM,  SLCM  and  many  other 
terms  from  dictionary  of  apocalypse 
can’t  be  explained  without  a  special  lex¬ 
icon.  So  leave  this  bewitching  ALBM, 
SLCM,  MIRV  and  HM  (Heavy  Missiles 
—  is  not  a  cute  name?)  “to  whom  it  may 
concern”  and  enjoy  SALT  negotiations. 
Never  more  arms  race!' 

Never?. I  am  not  so  sure.  We  sailors 
are  deeply  and  hideous  involved  in  our 


own  arms  race.  Unfortunately.  And  our 
armament  is  also  very,  very  expensive. 
And  like  nuklear  race,  it  is  senseless. 

For  example:  bay  area  resident  Mr. 
Cork  is  buying  for  his  boat  self-tailing 
winches;  all  his  races  competitors  must 
do  same  or  quit.  After  spending 
$374,000  (thousand  boats  x  2  winches 
x  187  dollars)  all  boats  have  again  same 
chances.  But  Mr.  Cork  is  striking  again. 
This  time  he  bought  an  apparent  wind 
gauge  for  $220  (Only!).  Love  it  or  leave 
it?  Love,  said  thousands  of  sailors  and 
not  to  be  outdone,  they  spent  $220,000 
to  equalize  their  chances.  Next  choice  is 
a  hydraulics.  Cost  $550  (Bargain!)  To 
prevent  Mr.  Cork’s  superiority,  all 
sailors  are  going  to  equip  their  boats 
with  same  (or  better!)  gadget.  So,  the 
death  run  continue. 

t 

Mr.  Cork  is  frustrated,  he  spent 
together  $1,144  and  he  still  is  not  a  win¬ 
ner.  Thinking  “to  be  or  not  to  be,”  he 
spent  more  and  more  money  without 
any  tangible  result.  So  far  total  expenses 
of  bay  sailors  is  only  $1,144,000. 

Now  Mr.  Cork  is  not  pussy-footing 
around  any  more.  He  got  a  loan  (in¬ 
terest  18%  only!)  to  spend  $5,000  cbn- 
verting  his  boat  into  a  real  flying 
machine.  He  bought  ‘racing  sails,’  lot  of 
electronics,  and  more  multiple  speed 
winches.  The  investment  was  worth  its 
price,  the  boat  was  flying  like  missile  (do 
not  confuse  with  SALT!) .  But  others  as 
fast  were  flying  .  .  . 

To  release  tension  of  mathematics,  I 
must  insert  an  anecodote  from  South 
Europe:  Two  mountainers,  Ignatz  and 


Fritz,  were  walking  from  one  village  to 
another  —  hundred  mfles  —  saving 
some  money.  Ignatz  had  pocket  knife,  it 
vwas  his  only  property.  Fritz  had 
nothing.  On  the  second  day  Fritz  said: 
“Ignatz,  will  you  give  me  the  knife  if  I 
will  eat  a  toad?”  Ignatz  is  sure  that  Fritz 
never  can  finish  such  awful  dish,  so  he 
accepts  proposition. 

But,  brave  Fritz  ate  toad.  Ignatz,  sad 
and  frustrated  because  of  his  miscalcula¬ 
tion,  gave  him  the  knife. 

Third  day,  Ignatz  was  dreaming  how 
to  get  back  knife.  “Will  you  give  me  my 
knife  back,  Fritz,  if  I  will  eat  a  toad?” 
“Yes,”  answered  Fritz,  happy  that  his 
friend  shall  have  same  awful  pleasure, 
since  the  knife  was  crummy  anyway. 
Valiant  Ignatz  ate,  survived,  and  got  his 
knife  back  .  .  . 

At  third  day,  the  tired  travelers 
preceived  little  village  —  their  destina¬ 
tion.  The  friends  hugged  each  other  and 
smiled.  Long  trip  was  over.  It  was  Ignatz 
who  said  to  companion:  “Tell  me 
friend,  why  in  the  hell  did  we  eat  those 
toads?” 

Led  byvMr.  Cork  we  too  are  eating 
same  toads,  at  our  own  expense.  Like 
Fritz  and  Ignatz  —  mighty  moun¬ 
taineers,  we  are  in  same  situation  before 
and  after  toads:  regardless  of  super 
sails,  “miracle”  winches,  fantastic  in¬ 
dicators,  RDF,  times,  course  computers 
—  The  Golden  Cup  of  the  Bay  is  still  in 
hands  of  same  crew:  the  best  crew. 

The  only  small  difference  is  the  cost 
of  “arms  race”  simply  equal: 


BAY  AREA  RACING  ARMS  RACE  COST* 


B.A.R.A.R.C 


(a  ♦  v) 


(dollars) 


Where*  X  =  number  of  participating  boats, 

Q,  =  cost  of  equipment,  pier  bostv 
V  =  cost  of  equipment  sank  inthe  Bay 


r$32f^ 
r876$21> 
^65$32$35\ 
.$333$876$> 
r98$66$32$3J 
,$65$98$654$’ 
r87$3$76$76$5$> 


y&7 
>98l$5 
>87$333$91> 
876$7$876$2> 
’6$398$4$5$65< 


$7  8  8 $7 
176$7$888 
r76$985$4$6$ 

'6$983$7^321$3 

5$2$231$7654$32$V98$5$32$64$87$ 
5765$3276$55$5$3$2\87$3$2$65$212$1 

>8($32$987$60$90$2121\  8$65$21$32$6o$ 
'$7$908$765$2$21$999$\  5$87$987$5$90 
^948$87$7654$121$33$11i\  87$5432$32$321 
i80$76$908$7654$21$765$\  9$32$321$870$ 
r9$98$909$327$987$697$76 
,$876$987$69B$2121$9000$ 
987$232$328$0T88$545$98$534$875$789$21 
987$3$3$56$32fc$8765$32$330$78$2121$247 
8$32$65$7$212fi.$87$66$2121$9090$7$5^5$65 
9$212$37$777 /$32$878$68$98$21$789$56$90 


$3$3543$76$98' 
l$989$87$878$ll 
87$5^7$876$54 
$54$321$3$H$ 
5$589$7$7$2$9 
8 


>875 
8?$2M87$87j 


87$32$32$398$545$321$3$321 
98$5$321$321$68$689$909$62  __ 

/87$32$32$68$89$3$3$689$76$2K2XjLn< 

I?65J2J - — - 4Z$3642  7MfH' 


B.A.R.A.C. 


Without  calculators  we  know  that 
B.A.R.A.R.C.  is  soaring  to  millions 
dollars.  For  accurate  amount  please 
look  in  producers  file,  under  “Profit.” 

But  electronics,  “super  sails,” 
hydraulics  etc.  are  only  inexpensive 
peanuts  versus  coming  devices. 
Uranium  keel  (Tabarly  case,)  titanium 
masts,  mobile  balast  (electronicly  guid¬ 
ed)  are  coming  soon.  And  much  more 
is  coming! 

Why  not  say:  “Robots  welcome  on 
board”?  Robots  are  stronger  than  men . 
Tireless,  water  and  cold  proof,  basically 
cheaper  than  crew  (especially  if  you  rent 
per  hour.)  They  never  talk  without  skip¬ 
per’s  permission,  never  are  sick  or 
hungry  and  if  you  have  “Robot  over¬ 
board”  accident  (most  of  them  float) 
you  can  do  what  was  many  times  our 
dream  with  some  of  our  crew,  just 
forget  them  and  sail  forward  .  .  . 

So  dear  A-3,  XY-5A  —  Welcome!  I 
am  sure  IYRU  (international  Yacht  Rac¬ 
ing  Union)  has  nothing  against  Robots, 
Cyborgs  and  Humanoids  in  its  regula¬ 


tions,  as  long  as  they  belong  to  a  yacht 
club. 

Naturally,  more  robots  on  our  boat  — 
less  crew.  But  let  go  all  the  way!  Equip¬ 
ment  (like  ballistic  missile)  is  also  in-_ 
human  .  .  .  More  equipment  mean  less 
men  on  boat.  Loading  boat  with 
hydraulics,  electronics,  mechanics  and 
cybernetics  we  can  make  not  only  crew 
but  also  skipper  an  unnecessary  addi¬ 
tion.  We  can  race  our  magnificent 
machines  sitting  Yacht  Club  (strictly 
speaking,  in  bar)  using  remote  boat 
steering  system. 

There  are  unlimited  possibilities 
where  we  can  apply  science  and 
technology  (read:  money)  in  racing. 
Not  only  we  can,  we  must.  Obviously 


because  of  arms  race  tyranny.  If  one  of 
us  has  bought,  then  hundreds, 
thousands  must  also  buy.  Regardless  of 
cost,  regardless  of  sense.  Exactly  like 
with  ABM,  ALBM,  ALCM  and  other. 

But  maybe  2250  warheads  is 
enough?  And  like  with  Vienna’s  Hof- 
burg  palace  ballroom  ceremony  “better 
late  than  never”  or  “never  is  too  late” 
for  common  sense  or  “better  SALT  than 
nothing?” 

Yes,  SALT.  Stop  armanent  race 
tyranny.  Long  life  for  our  SALT  — 
(Sailors  Agreement  Limiting  Tyranny.) 
We  must  do  something! 

In  such  situation,  in  such  difficult 
times,  faced  to  acocalypse  and  financial 
disaster  we  must  always  remember: 
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COLUMBIA  CHALLENGER 


The  Columbia  Challenger  marks  its  fifteenth  consecutive 

f*- 

year  as  a  qualified  YRA  one-design  racing  class  on  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Bay  this  year.  The  local  fleet  will  celebrate  by  hosting  the 
1979  Nationals  at  the  Golden  Gate  Yacht  Club  over  the 
Labor  Day  weekend.  Competitors  are  expected  from 
Southern  California  and  Stockton. 

A  powerfully-built,  first  generation  fiberglass  sailboat,  the 
Columbia  Challenger  was  first  designed  and  produced  in 
1962  by  Glas  Laminates,  Inc.,  of  Costa  Mesa.  Glas 
Laminates,  later  to  be  known  as  Columbia  Yachts,  was 
founded  by  Dick  Valdes,  who  eventually  sold  the  operation  to 
Whittaker  Corporation  congolmer,ate.  Valdes  now  owns 
Lancer  Yachts  of  Irvine.  He  told  Latitude  38:  “The 
Challenger  was  originally  designed  as  a  family  day-sailer  with 
overnight  capability.”  He  explained  that  the  Challenger  was  a 
flush-deck  version  of  the  Columbia  24,  both  boats  using  the 
same  hull.  Valdes  claims  about  2,000  hulls  were  produced 
between  1962  and  1968.  Probably  600-700  of  these  were 
Challengers.  During  peak  production  in  the  mid-60’s, 
Challengers  were  sold  widely  on  Long  Island  Sound,  in  New 
England,  and  in  Florida,  as  well  as  on  the  West  Coast.  A  few 
reached  Hawaii,  and  Valdes  reports  that  he  spotted  a 
Challenger  in  the  harbor  at  Papeete,  Tahiti  recently. 

The  main  reason  for  the  class’  endurance  on  San  Francisco 
Bay  is  the  boat’s  adaptability  to  the  region’s  rugged  sailng  con¬ 
ditions.  With  a  full  keel  and  50%  ballast-to-displacement 
ratio,  the  boat  is  stable  and  balances  well  in  a  blow.  They 
heavy  rigging  and  spars  are  rarely  known  to  fail.  The  self- 
bailing  cockpit  is  roomy  enough  for  a  family  of  six  or  a  four- 
person  raging  crew.  The  Challengers  are  all  fiberglass  con¬ 
struction  with  wooden  lazarette,  seat  lockers,  and  hatch. 
Below  are  four  full  berths,  head  and  optional  galley.  Many  of 
these  older  boats  have  been  refurbished  inside  and  out  and 
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are  ready  for  many  more  years  of  campaigning  on  the  bay. 

Class  rules  allow  racing  with  main,  class  jib  and  spinnaker 
only.  New  sails  may  be  purchased  only  every  two  years.  The 
boat  is  kept  simple  to  promote  affordable,  no-frills  one-design 
racing. . 

The  San  Francisco  fleet  has  19  active  boats,  16  of  which 
are  signed  up  for  the  YRA  racing  season.  John  Jacobs  bought 
his  boat  Shay  in  1966  and  sailed  it  in  Stockton  before  he 
moved  to  San  Francisco  and  became  a  tough  competitor  in 
the  bay  Challenger  fleet.  Jacobs,  whose  wife  Shirley  is  a 
longtime  regular  crew  member,  took  the  SF  Bay  champion¬ 
ship  from  1971  through  1977.  Then,  last  year,  Don  Gibson, 


sailing  Floozie,  broke  that  tradition  by  nudging  out  Shay  to 
capture  the  first  place  trophy,.  Competition  promises  to  be 
vigorous  again  this  year  as  Jacobs  attempts  to  restore  the 
status  quo.  Several  other  racing  boats  sport  husband  and  wife 
or  otherwise  family-oriented  crews. 

Pat  ’Royce,  author  of  Royce’s  Sailing  Illustrated,  “The 
Sailor’s  Bible  since  ‘56,”  states  in  his  book  his  reasons  for 
selecting  a  Challenger:  “We  chose  a  24’  raised-deck  Challen¬ 
ger  for  our  full  day  sailing  lessons,  since  it  was  more  comfor¬ 
table  for  up  to  five  persons  aboard.”  He  also  says  that  the  rais¬ 
ed  deck  provides  more  space  below,  topside  and  in  the 
cockpit  than  a  sheer  deck,  and  believes  that  boat  has  better 


visibility.  Royce’s  Challenger,  Pink  Cloud,  is  alive  and  well  in 
Newport  Beach.  “Very  much  so,”  reports  Mrs.  Royce  (Pat 
was  out  sailing.)  “Pat  has  now  taught  well  over  1,500 
students  how  to  sail  in  that  boat.” 

The  San  Francisco  fleet  will  host  the  Challenger  Nationals 
at  the  Golden  Gate  Yacht  Club  on  September  1st  and  2nd. 
Three  races  will  be  held  Saturday  and  two  Sunday.  The  local 
fleet  plans  to  provide  loaner  boats  for  out-of  town  entries.  At 
least  two  Challengers  from  the  highly  competitive  King  Har¬ 
bor  (Redondo  Beach)  fleet  plan  to  trailer  their  own  boats  up 
for  the  event. 
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—  lee  darby 


PROTECT  YOUR  BOAT 
and  your  life 

with  a 11 complete “  warning  &  advisory  system  by  Rantex 


V 


•  4  Red  Visual 
Warning  Indicators 

•  Loud  Audible  Alarm 

•  25’  of  Wiring  & 

All  Necessary  Connectors 


r 

• 

FIRE 

• 

ENT  ALM 

• 

ENQ  OIL 

• 

ENO  WTR 

ON 

* 

1  LC  ^  RM 

OFF 

TST/SLT  , 

L 

_  J 

•  Choice  of  4  Sensors 

•  Fire  (Heat  Detector) 

•  Engine  Oil  Pressure 

•  Engine  Water  Temp. 

•  Magnetic  Door  Intrusion 

•  Engine  Exhaust  Manifold 
High  Temperature 


Model/SAS  Status  &  Alert  System  Only  $174.75 

The  following  sensors  may  be  substituted  for  others  with  cost  as  shown. 
Bildqe  Water  —  $9.10  Sniffer  (Fume  Detector)  —  $14.46 
Engine  Cooling  Water  Flow  —  $35.46 


ALSO  AVAILABLE .  . 


MODEL  XPN 

This  is  an  expansion  model  for  the  above 
SAS  System.  It  adds  six  (6)  extra  sensors 
&  warning  indicator  lights. 

Price  -  $129.95 


MODEL  RMTC 

A  remote  audio  alarm  for  mounting  in  the 
cockpit.  Features  include: 

•  Loud  audible  alarm 

•  Panic  button  so  watch  may 
alert  crew  to  come  top  side. 

•  Pull  trip/switch  which  may  be 
connected  to  a  safety  line  for 
man  overboard  warning. 

Price  —  $89.95 


KEY  SWITCH 

Use  this  to  activate  or  deactivate 
magnetic  intrusion  sensor(s)  when  boar¬ 
ding  or  departing  your  vessel. 

Price  —  $17.49 


BOAT  BUILDERS  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
1552  Maple  St.,  Docktown  Marina,  Redwood  City,  CA  94063 
(415)  365-7874  Hours:  M-F  10-6  p.m.  Sat.:  9-5  p.m. 


PHOTO  BY  DIANE  BEESTON 


SIXES  — THE  HARD  WAY 


CREW  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE: 

Need  four  strong  men  to  race  32  foot 
yacht  with  5  foot  beam.  Must  be  willing 
to  spend  entire  race  belowdecks  taking 
orders  from  the  helmsman  who  sits 
above.  These  four  men  must  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  spinnaker  pole  lift,  foreguy, 
afterguys,  spinnaker  sheets,  custom 
traveler,  exotic  boom  vang,  wire 
halyards  and  genoa  sheets,  main  sheet, 
standing  backstay,  upper  and  lower 
running  backstays,  hydraulic  mast  ram, 
complex  rudder  system  with  keel  flap, 
and  elaborate  dual  pumping  system. 
Applicants  must  have  good  disposition 
for  working  in  close  quarters,  superior 
foul  weather  gear,  and  be  skilled  at  effi¬ 
cient  sail  changes  on  a  2-3  foot  wide 
foredeck.  Apply  to  your  local  Six  Metre 
syndicate. 

If  the  foregoing  sounds  ludicrous  to 
you,  then  why  do  some  of  the  finest 
sailors  in  the  country  submit  themselves 
to  the  obvious  torture  of  sailing  on  a  Six 
Metre?  I  put  that  question  to  some  of 
the  crewmembers  on  the  two  Bay  Area 
contenders,  St.  Francis  VII  and  Ah  Si 
Si.  Their  unanimous  reply  was 
“Because  of  the  people  involved.”  The 
thrill  of  sailing  with  and  competing 
against  the  cream  of  the  sailing  com¬ 
munity,  for  them,  far  outweighs  the 
discomfort  in  racing  the  radical,  albeit 
elite  Six  Metre  yachts. 
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Turner’s  boat.  How  did  that  happen? 

“Tom  nailed  him.  It  was  a  port- 
starboard  situation.  They  had  tacked 
and  come  across  too  close  and 
Blackaller  bore  off  and  that’s  the  way  it 
wound  up.” 

Q:  Did  he  do  it  on  purpose? 

“No,  I  don’t  think  he  did  it  on  pur¬ 
pose,  he  was  trying  to  miss.  It’s  hard  to 
steer  these  boats.  If  you  pull  the  tiller  up 
under  your  chin  when  you’re  on  the 
wind,  the  boat  will  slowly  bear  off.” 

Q:  What’s  the  major  differences  be¬ 
tween  match  racing  and  fleet  racing? 

“Obviously,  it’s  a  completely  different 
style  of  starting.  You  take  an  aggressive 
attitude  at  the  start,  just  like  in  fleet  rac¬ 
ing,  but  in  match  racing,  you’re  trying  to 
keep  the  other  guy  from  the  line,  keep 
yourself  between  him  and  the  line  and 
keep  pushing  him  away  from  the  line.” 

STEVE  fAFT,  age  32,  is  the  sai/l 
trimmer  and  helps  tactically  aboard  St. 
Francis  VII.  He  has  the  typical  Bay  Area 
sailor’s  background;  sailed  small  boats 
as  a  youngster  in  Belvedere,  then 
started  crewing  on  big  boats  such  as 
Rascal,  Improbable,  Lively  Lady, 

Con't  on  page  60 
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a  little  bit  of  competition,  there’s  a  lot  of 
competition.” 

Q:  What  kind  of  chance  do  you 
think  you  have  in  the  series? 

“I  don’t  see  why  we  should  have  any 
less  of  a  chance  or  any  more  of  a 
chance  than  anybody  else.  Malin  Burn¬ 
ham  is  just  excellent.  The  five  starts  we 
had  with  Turner,  we  won  every  one. 
He’s  just  excellent.  He’s  an  amazing 
guy.  He’s  very  calm,  very  enjoyable  to 
sail  with.  We’ve  sailed  our  boat  more 
than  anybody.  We’ve  had  ten  days  with 
the  full  crew. 

“Another  thing,  we’re  the  only  boat 
with  the  option  to  get  both  Hood  and 
North  sails.  We  started  with  North  sails 
because  we’re  used  to  them  and  we 
know  they  fit  the  spars  and  it’s  a  proven 
quantity  for  us.  But  then  we  sail  against 
Turner  and  we  see  Turner  points  a  little 
higher,  and  that  doesn’t  make  any 
sense,  it’s  gotta  be  the  sails.  So  quick! 
Get  a  set  of  Hood  sails.  I  think  we’ve  got 
a  heck  of  a  chance.  Ron’s  spent  as  must 
time  in  Seattle  as  anybody  has  .  .  . 
we’ve  got  as  much  experience  as 
anybody.” 

Q:  What  happened  out  there  during 
your  practice  sessions?  I  understand 
you  lost  your  mast  the  first  day. 

“We  did  have  a  few  problems.  The 
first  time  we  put  the  jib  up,  we  blew  a 
snapshackle  apart.  Then,  we  were  sail¬ 
ing  along  and  we  blew  the  rig  out.  The 
spreader  failed.  How  did  it  happen? 
That’s  a  subject  of  great  debate.  Was  it 
designed  improperly?  Were  we  over¬ 
bending  the  mast?  Was  the  rig  not  tun¬ 
ed?  Was  it  a  poor  piece  of  workman¬ 
ship?  Who  knows? 

“The  mast  failed  a  second  time  but 
we  didn’t  really  blow  it  out,  it  dimpled. 
You  see,  we’re  getting  very  good  at  this, 
we  can  catch  the  mast  BEFORE  it 
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Con't  from  page  57 

America  Jane,  Imp  and  the  controver¬ 
sial  bilge  boarder,  Terrorist. 

He  has  participated  in  ‘‘some  Mex¬ 
ican  races,  the  SORC,  -TransPac, 
Southern  Cross  Series,  several  One 
Ton  events,  and  the  Admiral’s  Cup.” 
He  was  a  sail  trimmer  on  Intrepid,  crew¬ 
ed  on  the  Six  Metre  St.  Francis  V  in  the 
Worlds,  and  has  sailed  with  Ted  Turner 
aboard  Bullet. 

“I  was  also  involved  in  the  Enterprise 
project.  I  think  the  metre  boats  are  not 
all  that  great  but  the  technology  that 
goes  into  them  is  really  pretty  in¬ 
teresting.” 

Q:  Is  there  any  comparison  between 
a  12  Metre  and  a  6  Metre? 

“They’re  completely  different  —  how 
you  set  the  boat  up,  the  gear  on  the 
boat,  how  it’s  handled  is  completely  dif¬ 
ferent.  There’s  no  comparison  between 
boats.  On  a  12  Metre,  the  job  you  do  is 
very  specialized  whereas  on  a  6  Metre, 
you  have  to  do  a  little  bit  of  everything. 
Both  boats  are  sailed  a  bit  short- 
handed.  It  would  be  nice  to  have  one 
more  person  but  you  don’t  have  that 
luxury.” 

Q:  How  can  you  be  a  tactician  on  a 
6  Metre  when  you  are  sitting  below? 

“It’s  hard.  I  make  a  point  of  looking 
around.  On  the  12  Metre,  things  hap¬ 
pen  much  more  slowly  and  you  have 
the  opportunity  to  talk  things  over  but 
you  really  can’t  on  a  6.  But  I  can  help 
aim  out  tactically  —  feed  him  informa¬ 
tion  —  obviously  he  must  make  the 
decisions  but  I  give  him  input.” 

Q:  Who  is  your  toughest  competi¬ 
tion? 

“I  just  can’t  help  but  think  Turner’s 
going  to  wind  up  working  harder  than 
the  other  guys.  He’s  a  very,  very  tough 
competitor.  Right  now,  I  think  Turner’s 
a  little  bit  intimidated,  particularly  on  the 
starting  line.  His  starts  were  less  than 
good  in  practice.  The  first  time  we 
wound  up  running  him  into  the  boat  at 
the  leeward  end  of  the  line  and  the  next 
time,  he  tacked  onto  port  tack  in  front  of 
us  and  we  took  part  of  his  transom  off.” 

Q:  Why  did  they  move  Ranger’s 
mast  6  inches  aft? 


“Turner  felt  the  boat  was  out  of 
balance  .  .  .he  didn’t  have  enough 
helm  so  he  had  the  mast  moved.  As  far 
as  I’m  concerned,  it  was  just  a  shot  in 
the  dark.  I  don’t  think  it  will  help  the 
boat  much. 

Q:  Why  do  you  sail  Six  Metres? 

“Because  I  like  sailing  with  those  peo¬ 
ple.  Sailing  with  people  who  are  very, 
very  good  is  enjoyable.  When  you’re 
working  with  people  on  an  equal  basis, 
it’s  fun.  You  have  the  confidence  that 
everybody  is  going  to  do  their  job  well. 
The  boats  themselves  are  not  necessari¬ 
ly  fun.  I  like  the  boats  because  of  the 
gear  that’s  on  them.  They’re  lead 
mines,  designed  to  a  very  old  rule,  but 
the  gear  on  the  boats  is  very  sophistica¬ 
ted,  *the  engineering  that  goes  into  the 
boats  is  fascinating  to  me.  Plus,  sailing 
with  the  best  people  around.  That’s 
what’s  fun  to  me.  It’s  rare  that  you  get 
this  opportunity.  It’s  very  rewarding.” 

Q:  Any  exciting  moments  out  there 
that  the  folks  would  like  to  read  about? 

“The  most  exciting  thing  about  our 
practice  is  that  it’s  been  relatively 
uneventful.  We  haven’t  lost  our  mast 
like  Ah  Si  Si.  We  haven’t  lost  our 
headstay  like  Ranger.  The  Commodore 
has  done  such  a  great  job  of  putting  the 
boat  together  .  .  .  It’s  nice  to  know 
you’ve  got  a  good  boat.” 

DON  KOHLMANN,  age  29,  is  cur¬ 
rently  a  freelance  rigger  who  has  crewed 
on  many  of  the  recognizable  big  boats 
including  Imp,  Regardless,  Improbable, 
and  the  twelve  metre  Enterprise.  His 
position  is  second  man  aft  on  the  St. 
Francis  VII,  tailing  upwind  and  helping 
the  foredeckman  with  halyards  and 
such. 

“The  boats  themselves  are  an 
anachronism,”  he  says.  “They  are  not 
especially  fun  to  sail.  They  border  on 
the  ridiculous.  They  go  one  speed 
whether  it’s  blowing  10  or  25  and 
they’re  very  set.  It’s  extremely  difficult  to 
see  the  competition,  the  scenery  is  just 
awful.  You’re  sitting  up  under  the 
coaming  on  the  floorboards  and  your  vi- 
sion  is  obstructed  by  the  constant 


cascade  of  water  pouring  into  the  boat. 
The  boats  seem  like  they’re  designed 
specifically  to  inundate  themselves.  The 
foot  of  the  jib  scoops  water  back  into  the 
cockpit.  They  bow  digs  in  and  water 
rolls  over  the  foredeck.  Yet  they’re  very 
tactical  boats  for  the  helmsman.  From 
the  standpoint  of  sailing  with  other  peo¬ 
ple  it’s  very  exciting.  You  work  literally 
shoulder  to  shoulder  (or  other 
anatomical  configurations)  and  you’re 
busy  all  the  time.  It’s  just  great.  The 
competition  is  fun,  the  boats  are  not. 

“I’ve  been  looking  forward  to  this 
more  than  any  project  I’ve  ever  done. 
Match  racing  is  by  definition  a  special 
event,  consequently  people  get  to¬ 
gether  who  work  well  together.” 

Q:  You’re  sailing  with  the  Six  Metre 
experts,  do  you  have  any  cause  for  con¬ 
cern? 

“Only  that  we  haven’t  practiced  much 
and  we  won’t  have  our  full  crew  for  the 
North  Americans  in  Seattle.  Tom  will  be 
in  Russia  for  the  pre-Olympics  so  Com¬ 
modore  will  steer.  Steve  Taft  will  not  be 
with  us  either.  Commodore  has  round¬ 
ed  up  two  guys,  Dave  Vitor  who  drove 
Ondine  in  the  Big  Boat  Series  and  Andy 
Rose,  a  top  notch  sailor  from  Newport.  I 
don’t  know  if  they  have  any  Six  Metre 
experience  but  I  trust  Commodore’s 
choice.” 

—  sue  rowley 


Con’t  from  page  59 

Courageous,  Kialoa,  Merlin,  Windward 
Passage,  and  Mariner,  and  has  recently 
participated  in  the  America’s  Cup,  the 
TransPac,  and  the  Admiral’s  Cup  races. 

Conn  evaded  the  opportunity  to  be 
interviewed  but  we  hope  to  trap  him  in¬ 
to  giving  us  his  life  history  at  a  later  date. 

_ -  sue  rowley 


ATTENTION  BOAT  OWNERS 

Ron's 
Morine 
Services 

Announces  Dockside  Service  For 

Outboard  Repairs 
Trailer  Repairs 
Root  Cleaning 
Hull  Repairs 
Bottoms  Cleaned 
Engine  Repairs 
Diving  Services 
Electrical  Repairs 
Janitorial  Services 

CALL  883-0874  FOR  FREE  ESTIMATE 

"We  Come  To  Your  Boat" 

Ron's  Marine  Services 

•  911  Dei  Morin  Keys  Dlvd.  •  Del  Morin  Keys.  CA  94947 


Mariner’s  ?  Marina 


We  haven’t  met  with  too  much  success  enticing  Bay 
area  sailors  to  L.A.  to  see  some  of  our  resident 
speedsters.  Therefore,  we  have  decided  to  try  another 
approach. 

We  figure  a  couple  of  victories  in  the  St.  Francis 
Perpetual  just  might  get  your  attention.  So,  we’re  sen¬ 
ding  a  few  of  our  local  heavies  to  the  Bay  to  try  and  do 
just  that. 

Two  members  of  our  staff,  Ron  Hagness  and  Tom 
Lewis,  will  be  at  the  St.  Francis  with  the  following  boats 
we  have  for  sale: 


VIVA  CRUZ  —  formerly  known  as  High  Roller, 
very  fast  aluminum  Peterson  46,  IOR  rating 

36.3. .  .  $165,000 

VAGO  — -  S&S  45,  built  of  aluminum,  IOR 
rating  33.0  . .  .$145,000 

INCA  —  S&S  45,  built  of  aluminum,  IOR  rating 

32.4.. .  $145, 000 


Both  Ron  and  Tom  are  experienced  racers  &  will  be 
happy  to  show  you  any  of  these  vessels. 


13605  Fiji  Way,  Marina  del  Rey  (213)  823-6669 
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THE  CHALLENGER  32  WITH  EVERYTHING 


Since  1974,  we’ve  put  a  lot  of  time,  equipment  and 
money  into  this  Challenger  32.  Now  that  she’s  fully  out¬ 
fitted,  we’re  ordering  a  bigger  boat. 


She  Features: 


*  Alpha  Marine  Systems  Autopilot 

★  International  &  Inland  running 
lights  &  strobe 

★  Custom  traveller 

*  Stereo  in  cockpit  and  below  ' 

♦  Reefable  140  &  110  jibs 

♦  Custom  dodger 

★  Manual  &  pressure  water 

*  Signet  windspeed,  windpoint, 
knotmeter,  log,  depthsounder 

♦  Refrigerator  —  110/12  volt 

♦  Permanent  Masthead  radar  reflector 


♦  Custom  bow  roller  and  plow 

♦  Kerosene  &  florescent  lighting 

♦  500  amp  hours  of  batteries 

♦  Custom  woodworking  below 

♦  LectraSan  system 

♦  All  running  rigging  routed  to 
cockpit 

♦  Regular  &  professional 
maintenance  on  diesel,  brightwork 
&  hull 

♦  Amenities  found  only  on  a  beamy, 

liveable  Challenger 


She's  a  boat  that  will  take  you  anywhere 
in  safety  and  comfort ...  we  know.  She  can  be  yours  for  $48,000. 

To  talk  seriously,  call  Marken  Communications, 
(415)  494-9111  and  ask  for  Andy  Marken 
Or  Evenings  call  (408)  732-9589 


FOR  ALL  YOUR  SAILMAKING  NEEDS, 

SEE  US 


LEADING  EDGE  SAILS 

-  your  full  service  loft  on  the  Peninsula  — 

Call  Steve  Toschi  (415)347-0795 

1  North  Amphlett  San  Mateo,  CA  94401 
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DETCO  MARINE 

3452  East  Foothill  Blvd 
Pasadena,  CA  91 107 
(213)  681-2613 


.  .  .  The  coveted  linear 
polyurethane  coating  system  that 
shines  and  resists  fading  for 
years,  without  waxing,  polishing, 
or  recoating.  Awlgrip  offers  over 
90  fantastic  colors  and  a  wide 
variety  of  specially  formulated 
high  and  low  build  primers  and 
fairing  compounds  for  wood, 
steel,  aluminum,  ferro-cement, 
and  fiberglass. 

Join  the  thousands  of  commercial 
and  pleasure  boat  owners  now 
using  Awlgrip.  Write  or  call  collect 
for  your  nearest  dealer,  approved 
Awlgrip  Applicator,  color  charts, 
and  application  information. 


Your  boat  insurance 

'  V 

can  go  DOWN  as  well  as  UP 


Are  you  a  more  experienced  skipper  this  year?  Is  your  boat 
VAL  CLAYTON,  in  better  condition?  Is  your  no-loss  record  better?  These 

BROKER  things  reduce  your  boat  insurance  costs.  Have  us  re-evaluate 

you  and  your  boat  as  of  NOW.  You  may  have  a  pleasant  sur¬ 
prise  awaiting  you.  Give  us  a  call. 


CAPTAIN  NEILL  INSURANCE  AGENCY 

< 


582  MARKET  STREET,  SUITE  614,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94104 
PHONE  (415)  421-4995  ESTABLISHED  1938 


CORONADO  25  NATIONALS 


Tradition  was  upheld  at  the  Cor¬ 
onado  Nationals,  as  all  the  cliches  of 
yacht  racing  played  themselves  out  over 
the  four-day  series.  Some  pre-race 
favorites  failed  to  demonstrate  their 
vaunted  boat  speed,  others  eliminated 
themselves  with  minor  gear  failures  or 
massive  cockpit  malfunctions,  a  fresh 
and  talented  skipper  came  within  a  cry¬ 
ing  shame  of  winning,  and  a  popular 
veteran  used  local  knowledge  on  the 
last  leg  of  the  race  to  take  his  first  cham¬ 
pionship. 

For  the  record,  the  Fourteenth  An¬ 
nual  Coronado  25  National  Champion¬ 
ship  Regatta  was  contended  by  seven¬ 
teen  skippers  from  five  geographical 
areas.  Golden  Gate  YC  hosted  the  two 
tune-up,  best-four-out-of-five  races 
series  July  26th  through  the  29th.  Larry 
Russo  from  the  Sausalito  Cruising  Club 
became  the  1979  champion  aboard 
Juggler,  with  the  crew  of  Elaine  and 
Terry  Kozak  and  Hiroe  and  Dick  Harris. 
Runner-up  by  half  a  point  was  new¬ 
comer  Rich  Everett  on  Hello,  with  Gary 
Plotner’s  Skybird  in  third. 

Coronado  25’s  have  been  out  of  pro¬ 
duction  since  1971,  the  factory  is  clos¬ 
ed,  and  the  company  has  gone  to  that 
great  bankruptcy  court  in  the  sky.  But 
the  Coronado  Nationals  just  keep  on 
happening  because,  they’re  so  damn 


much  fun.  And  this  year  was  vintage. 
The  course  on  the  Central  Bay  was  just 
long  enough  to  make  somebody  work 
for  their  win  and  short  enough  to  leave 
time  for  the  really  important  stuff 
ashore.  Between -race  layovers  saw 
winners  elaborating  war  stories,  close 
competitors  exchanging  ribald  insults, 
and  back-markers  explaining  their  woes 
to  unsympathetic  bystanders.  Evening 
rang  with  boisterous  champange  parties 
extended  with  Gallo  when  the  bubbly 
ran  out  and  loud  dinners  punctuated 
with  long-winded,  beery  testimonials. 
Everybody  came  away  liking  everybody 
else,  and  even  the  race  committee  got  a 
round  of  applause. 

The  RC,  in  fact,  reminded  the  com¬ 
petitors  of  the  traditions  of  Coronado 
Nationals  before  the  start  .of  the  first  race 
by  performing  a  traditional  foul-up.  The 
white  shape  went  up,  the  shotgun  went 
off,  and  the  white  shape  came  down 
like  a  wounded  mallard.  (A  halyard 
broke,  if  you  believe  the  RC.)  Moments 
later,  the  white  shape  reappeared,  and 
the  odd  starting  sequence  resumed  as  if 
shooting  down  a  shape  was  perfectly 
normal.  In  the  Nationals,  in  fact,  such 
an  RC  mistake  is  traditionally  required. 
Thus  reminded,  the  racers  fulfilled  the 
rest  of  their  yearly  traditions. 

Never  Win  A  Tune-Up  Race  was 
flouted  by  Bill  Nelson,  who  "should 


Nationals  Champ,  Larry  Russo. 
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know  better.  A  master  tactician  who 
leaves  the  helm  of  Long  Shot  to  sons 
Mike  and  Mark,  Nelson  “read”  the  fleet 
perfectly  at  the  start  of  both  tune-up 
races.  He  led  the  upwind  legs  by  the 
classic  method  of  gaining  clear  air  and 
letting  the  fleet  self-destruct  behind  him 
in  the  dodgem-tacking  up  the  rocks  and 
shoals  to  Crissy,  and  won  both  tune-up 
races  walking  away.  For  the  rest  of  the 
series,  Long  Shot  was  buried  in  the 
pack. 

The  role  of  Dark  Horse  Outsider  fell 
to  Ed  McGlaston  from  Portland,  Ore¬ 
gon,  sailing  on  the  loan  boat,  Makai. 
McGlaston  overcame  the  double  handi¬ 
cap  of  local  sailing  conditions  and  a 
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CORONADO  25 


Action  at  the  Coronado  25  Nationals  off  the  St. 
Francis., 


strange  boat  by  his  previous  experience 
on  the  Bay,  by  an  excellent  crew,  and 
with  new  sails  flown  in  for  the  regatta. 
He  won  the  first  race  convincingly,  but  a 
series  of  minor  gear  failures  pushed 
Makai  into  the  pack  for  the  rest  of  the 
series. 

Gear  failure  also  struck  Gary  Plotner’s 
Skybird.  Needing  a  win  to  stay  in  con¬ 
tention,  Plotner  worked  out  an  incredi¬ 
ble  three-minute  lead  in  one  race,  only 
to  have  a  turning-block  break  and  cut 
the  jib  halyard.  Skybird  did  keep  its  own 
Nationals  tradition  alive,  however,  by 
losing  its  second  stern  pulpit  in  as  many 
regattas. 

The  Yearly  Big  Bang  came  late  in  the 
fourth  race,  when  somebody  zigged 
when  they  should  have  zagged  and 
Bluefin  and  Wiki  Wiki  locked  rigs  on  op¬ 
posite  tacks.  While  the  crews  dodged 
the  hail  of  parts  from  aloft,  both  skippers 
rounded  up  and  somehow  saved  their 
boats.  Both  later  motored  soberly  back 
to  the  club  with  rigs  shorn  of  forestays, 
upper  shrouds  and  spreaders  but  with 
their  masts  intact.  Their  seamanship 
was  outstanding,  even  if  their  aim  was 
poor. 


With  one  race  remaining,  the  series 
was  mathematically  “locked”  on  two 
boats.  Larry  Russo,  the  10-year  Cor¬ 
onado  veteran  on  Juggler,  was  one 
point  behind  Hello  and  Rich  Everett, 
who  was  racing  his  first  season  in  Cor¬ 
onados  after  trying  Etchells  22’s.  Everett 
had  a  young  and  stong  crew  and  a 
superfine  bottom  in  his  favor,  and  could 
win  the  series  by  finishing  anywhere  in¬ 
front  of  .Russo.  Russo  had  his  own  and 
his  crew’s  experience  to  rely  on  and  had 
a  superior  rig,  but  had  to  put  Juggler 
ahead  of  Hello  and  finish  no  worse  than 
second. 

The  odds  against  Russo  lengthened 
by  a  light  year  at  the  start  of  the  final 
race,  as  Hello  pulled  an  excellent  start 
out  of  a  sloppy  pack  and  Juggler  lost  an 
eternity  with  a  snapped  tiller  bolt.  At 
Crissy,  Nelson’s  Long  Shot  led,  with 
Hello  back  in  third  and  Jbggler  barely 
nibbling  at  the  tail-enders.  By  Harding 
Hello  was  second,  with  Juggler  tangled 
in  the  pack  for  the  run  down  to  Blunt. 
When  the  fleet  rounded  Blossom  and 
hardened  up  for  X  and  home,  Long 
Shot  lead  Hello  by  a  gap,  and  Everett 
was  content  to  follow  Nelson  toward  the 


NATIONALS 


City  Front  to  avoid  the  flood  tide.  His 
secure  second  place  would  give  Everett 
the  championship. 

But  the  tides  on  the  Bay  are  not  what 
they  seem.  Sailmaker  Kame  Richards 
had  brought  U-2  photographs  of  the 
Bay  to  the  skippers’  meeting  and  shown 
something  no  current  diagram  even 
hints  at.  During  some  stages  of  a  flood 
tide,  a  cone  of  undisturbed  and  unmov¬ 
ing  water  sits  in  the  “current  shadow”  of 
Alcatraz.  The  cone  points  right  at 
Blossom,  a  tactical  boon  to  any  racer 
who  knows  about  it. 

Nelson  had  missed  that  meeting  and 
didn’t  know  about  it,  Everett  behind  him 
didn’t  care,  and  Russo  (dismayed  at 
sixth  place)  forgot.  Then  Tom  Shafer 
took  his  Sinship  on  a  flyer  up  the  cone 
and  went  from  eighth  place  to  first. 
Russo  saw  him,  remembered,  and  tack¬ 
ed  Juggler  over  into  the  current 
shadow.  Everett  was  by  now  too  close 
to  the  City  Front  to  cover  Russo,  and 
watched  his  second  place  evaporate  as 
Sinship,  then  Juggler,  then  half  the  fleet 
climbed  the  current-free  cone  of 
Alcatraz.  At  the  finish,  it  was  Russo  win¬ 
ning  the  race  and  the  championship, 
Nelson  second,  and  Everett  buried  in 
fifth  —  his  worse  finish  all  week.  Gary 
Plotner  finished  high  enough  in  the 
pack  to  salvage  third  in  the  series. 
Nelson’s  strong  finish  moved  him  to 
fourth,  Ed  McGlaston  led  the  non-SF 
contingent  in  fifth,  while  Larry  Ivins  of 
Marina  del  Rey  won  out  in  a  fourway 
battle  for  sixth  with  Cibola. 

But  the  real  news  wasn’t  who  finished 
where,  but  how  much  fun  they  had  do¬ 
ing  it.  The  weather  gave  near-perfect 
sailing  (considering  what  SF  Bay  in  July 
can  be  like,)  and  the  racers  responded 
with  a  clean,  well-sailed  series  in  the 
often-rare  spirit  of  friendly  competition. 
Few  blue  blazers  were  in  evidence,  but 
all  the  traditional  good-fellowship  of  the 
Coronado  Nationals  came  through. 
Runner-up  Rich  Everett  and  equally 
strong  Tom  Shafer  gleefully  presented 
Larry  Russo  with  the  traditional  winner’s 
dunking  by  heaving  him  a  good  twenty 
feet  from  the  dock. 

—  tom  condran 


“Here  is  maximum  security  for  a  large  crew  in  an 
emergency.”  That’s  how  the  brochure  describes  the 
Winslow  I00M  and  I20M  liferafts  for  10  and  20 
people.  Maximum  security  .  .  .  what  do  you  think? 


LIFERAFTS 


In  the  June  1979  issue  of  Yachting, 
editor  Tony  Gibbs  wrote  an  excellent 
editorial  maintaining  that  sailors  would 
prefer  to  make  their  own  decisions  re¬ 
garding  their  safety  and  well-being,  as 
opposed  to  the  government  making 
them.  He  suggested  that  “what  all 
boating  people  seem  to  share  is  the 
desire  to  be  informed  about  the  chances 
they’re  taking,  and  then  be  left  alone.” 
We  couldn’t  agree  with  him  more. 

Some  of  you  may  think,  as  we  once 
did,  that  liferafts  are  all  of  pretty  much 
the  same  quality.  Like  hell  they  are.  We 
probably  acquired  that,  potentially  fatal 
misimpreksion  by  assuming  that  there 
are  Coast  Guard  minimum  standards 
for  liferafts.  There  are  standards,  but 
they  only  apply  to  commercial  vessels. 
There  are  no  regulations  whatsoever 
regarding  liferafts  used  on  recreational 
vessels.  Consequently,  somebody 
could  manufacture  something  resembl¬ 
ing  an  automatic  inflating  Monkey 
Wards  wading  pool  and  call  it  a  liferaft 
—  in  fact,  that’s  just  about  what  some 
folks  have  done  in  the  past. 

To  be  sure,  there  are  good  liferafts 
made,  and  there  are  a  number  of 
manufacturers  who  make  them  con¬ 
scientiously.  But,  just  because  a  can- 
nister  or  valise  is  labeled  ‘liferaft,’  don’t 
nescessarily  assume  what’s  inside  is 
what  you  would  expect  a  liferaft  to  be, 
or  even  what  you  would  call  a  liferaft. 

In  the  boating  industry,  there  is  one 
writer,  Jeff  Hammond,  who  has  done 
an  excellent  job  of  keeping  liferaft 
manufacturers  on  their  toes.  In  1976, 
he  had  an  interview  published  in  Motor 
Boats  &  Sailing  with  John  Winslow  who 
operated  the  biggest  liferaft  manufactur¬ 
ing  company  in  the  United  States.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  course  of  that  interview,  one  of 
the  unpleasant  surprises  sometimes 
found  in  liferafts  —  lack  of  adequate 
space,  was  revealed.  Hammond 
pointed  out  to  Winslow  that  4  people 
simply  could  not  fit  in  a  Windslow 
4-man  liferaft.  It  was  a  problem  that 
didn’t  concern  Windslow  too  much, 
since  he  pointed  out  “four  people  don’t 
have  to  be  in  it  all  of  the  time  to  sur- 


David  Vandenberg  deserves  great  thanks  for  pro¬ 
viding  us  with  sb  much  information  and  material. 
Originally  from  Santa  Cruz,  he  is  currently  studying 
law  in  San  Diego. 


vive  .  .  .  they  can  take  turns  hanging 
on  the  outside.”  Terrific,  eh? 

Readers  were  informed  however, 
that  after  the  interview,  Winslow  had 
decided  to  change  the  rated  capacity  on 
their  rafts.  What  had  been  a  12-man 
would  now  be  a  10-man,  what  had ' 
been  a  10-man  would  be  an  8-man, 
and  so,  forth.  We’d  like  to  believe  that 
this  change  that  was  promised  in  1976 
took  place;  but  we’re  not  sure  it  has. 

Skip  Allan  talked  with  Ron  Holland 
after  the  tragic  Fastnet  Race  in  which 
Ron  Holland  and  nine  others  on  the 
Irish  boat  Golden  Apple  of  the  Sun  got 
into  their  liferaft  prior  to  being  lifted  to  a 
helicopter.  The  liferaft  was  a  10-man 
Winslow.  One  of  the  problems  Rorv 
found  with  the  raft  was  that  only  8  peo¬ 
ple  could  fit  in  it.  Maybe  the  rated 
capacities  of  Winslows  were  never 
changed  afterall.  Incidentally,  there 
were  a  couple  of  other  minor  problems 
with  that  raft.  One  was  that  it  didn’t 
completely  inflate,  with  the  result  that 
the  ten  man  crew  sat  on  top  of  the  raft’s 
canopy  which  was  three  feet  under 


water.  Thank  goodness  there  was  a 
helicopter  directly  overhead  the  whole 
time. 

Winslow  has  long  championed  the 
economy  aspect  of  their  ‘M’  style 
liferafts.  Another  economy  liferaft  man¬ 
ufacturer  is  JCR  of  Canoga  Park.  They 
too,  have  been  reported  to  make 
liferafts  with  insufficient  capacity  for 
their  claimed  rating. 

In  1975  Nils  Kisling’s  father  bought  a 
brand  new  4-man  JCR  liferaft  for  Steve 
Fennell  —  this  in  return  for  having 
tutored  Nils  in  math.  The  raft  was  but  a 
day  or  two  old  when  Steve,  Nils,  and 
Steve’s  brother  Walt  were  forced  to  in¬ 
flate  it  when  it  appeared  their  24-ft. 
sailboat  Pi  was  going  to  sink  off  stormy 
Piedras  Blancas. 

The  raft  was  so  small  that  none  of  the 
three  could  believe  it  was  a  4-man  raft. 
Convinced  somebody  has  make  a 
mistake,  they  pulled  up  the  droue  and 
read  the  label  —  it  was  indeed  rated  as  a 
4-man  raft  by  the  manufacturer.  The 
raft  floated  so  low  in  the  water  that  it 
was  constantly  swamped  and  capsized 
several  times. 

That  liferaft  from  Pi  is  now  sitting  in  a 
corner  of  our  office.  The  story  of  what 
happened  is  written  on  its  side:  “Pi  cap. 
27  June  8:15  pm.  Walt  dead  28th  5 
am.  Steve  dead  28th  8:00  am.  I’m 
alone  and  waiting.  HELP!” 

In  a  bit  of  a  miraculous  ending,  Nils 
was  sighted  by  an  off  course  tanker  the 
evening  of  the  28th  and  was  rescued. 
He  was  hallucinating  heavily  and  is  con¬ 
vinced  he  would  never  have  made  it 
through  that  night.  The  fact  remains 
that  two  young  men,  with  food  and 
water,  were  unable  to  survive  even  12 
hours  in  a  liferaft,  or  at  least  what  was 
called  a  liferaft.’ 

There  was  an  incident  earlier  this  year 
that  was  very  similar  to  what  happened 
to  the  crew  of  Pi.  There  were  three 
older  men  whose  boat  Tiki  Gem  got 
swamped  in  50  mile-per-hour  winds  of 
Point  Arguello.  They  were  picked  up 
unhurt  4  days  later.  They  attributed 
their  being  alive  two  two  things:  the  wet 
suits  they  were  wearing  and  the  “can¬ 
opy  over  the  raft  which  shielded  them 
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LIFERAFT 


This  is  a  drawing  of  the  JCR  raft  that  was  brand  new  the  day  it  was  put  on  “Pi".  When  it  had  to  be  used  the 
next  day,  there  were  problems:  I .  Pulling  on  the  lanyards  did  not  trigger  the  C02  bottles,  it  had  to  be  done 
by  hand.  2.  Lifeline  ripped.  3.  Lifeline  ripped  off  the  body  of  the  raft.  4.  Sea  anchor  consisted  of  a  flat  piece 
of  material  —  similar  to  a  small  tablecloth.  5.  Reinforcing  patches  tore  off  raft  at  lifeline.  6.  Lifeline  torn  off. 
7.  Leak  at  seam.  8.  Leak  at  seam. 


from  the  bone-chilling  winds.”  Unlike 
the  brand  new  JCR,  this  4  year-old  raft 
—  which  happened  to  be  an  Avon  — 
never  did  capsize  in  the  heavy  seas. 

Some  readers  may  think  we  are  pick¬ 
ing  on  Winslow  and  JCR;  we’re  not.  In 
Jeff  Hammond’s  preface  to  his  inter¬ 
view  with  John  Winslow,  he  documents 
a  number  of  other  very  serious  pro¬ 
blems  with  Winslow  rafts.  As  for  JCR 
rafts,  after  Nils  Kisling  returned  home  to 
Santa  Cruz,  he  and  some  of  the  other 
owners  tried  out  the  JCR  liferafts  they 
bought.  One  of  the  4-man  rafts  could 


only  accomodate  4  people  if  one  sat 
halfway  outside  the  raft  —  and  then 
there  was  only  3  inches  of  freeboard  in 
flat  water  The  manual  pump  to  top  off 
the  air  in  the  raft  had  a  female  fitting  — 
as  did  the  liferaft.  Yet  another  JCR  in¬ 
flated  in  Santa  Cruz  was  found  with  a 
repair  kit  that  consisted  of  a  used  tube  of 
glue.  This  is  not  heresay,  there  are 
movies  of  these  and  other  disturbing 
deficiencies. 

Who  and  why  would  anybody  buy 
liferafts  like  these?  The  rafts  are  popular 
with  cruisers  because  they  are  just  a 


fraction  of  the  cost  of  most  others. 
Because  they  are  light,  they  are  a 
favorite  with  the  all-out  racers.  Skip 
Allan  reports  the  Winslow’s  are  stan¬ 
dard  issue  for  many  of  the  best  ocean 
Yacers.  We  saw  JCR’s  on  a  number  of 
TransPac  boats,  and  Amy  Boyer  is  tak¬ 
ing  a  JCR,  albeit  reluctantly,  on  her 
mini-Transatlantic  race. 

We’re  not  saying  that  these  kinds  of 
less  expensive  rafts  haven’t  saved  lives 
or  that  they  are  manufactured  with 
malice.  They  may  even  be  the  ideal 
liferaft  for  you  —  but  just  be  aware  of, 
and  take  the  time  to  examine  what  you  * 
are  purchasing.  Look  at  some  of  the 
more  expensive  rafts,  and  see  if  you 
don’t  think  they  have  features  that 
might  be  necessary,  given  the  rough 
and  cold  waters  we  sail  in  Northern 
California. 

Suppose  you’re  the  kind  of  person 
that  doesn’t  want  to  skimp  on  safety. 
What  kind  of  things  should  you  look  for 
in  a  liferaft?  We  think  the  best  guidelines 
are  the  requirements  the  Coast  Guard 
makes  for  rafts  used  on  commercial 
vessels.  Not  all  requirements  apply,  but 
the  following  are  what  we  feel  are  the 
most  important: 

Design  The  military  specs  indi¬ 
cate  that  circular,  octagonal,  elliptical, 
and  ‘boat-shaped’  rafts  are  all  accep¬ 
table. 

Body  —  The  raft  should  have  a  wa¬ 
ter  pocket  for  stability,  and  sufficient 
reinforcement  patches  where  the  sea 
anchor  and  painter  are  attached.  The 
body  of  the  raft  should  have  a  lifeline 
around  it,  and  be  equipped  with  board-  ' 
ing  ladder. 

Some  of  the  most  respected  names  in 
liferaft  manufacturing  offer  inflatible 
floors  as  an  option.  Get  it.  Military 
specifications  require  them,  and  they 
provide  comfort  and  essential  insulation 
from  the  cold  that  is  in  Northern  Califor¬ 
nia  waters. 

Canopy  —  Some  rafts  are  offered 
without  a  canopy;  make  sure  a  raft  you 
buy  has  one.  A  canopy  is  a  must  to  pro¬ 
tect  you  from  both  exposure  to  the  sun 
and  to  cold.  Coast  Guard  specs,  require 
that  the  canopy  has  an  opening  and  a 
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provision  for  collecting  water. 

Lap  and  seam  construction  —  Com¬ 
mercial  boat  rafts  must  have  seams  that 
are  equal  in  strength  to  that  of  the  cloth 
used  in  the  body  of  the  raft.  Leaking 
seams  have  frequently  been  mentioned 
as  a  chronic  problem  on  some  less  ex¬ 
pensive  rafts. 

Container  —  Either  a  valise  or  can- 
nister  is  acceptable.  A  valise  is  less  ex¬ 
pensive,  but  it  must  be  stored  in  a  dry 
place,  and  that  doesn’t  mean  a 
lazerette. 

Buoyancy  —  The  Coast  Guard  re¬ 
quires  that  rafts  have  at  least  two  air 
chambers,  either  one  of  which  is  suffi¬ 
cient  to  support  the  specified  capacity  of 
the  raft  in  a  stable  condition. 

Capacity  —  Rather  than  going  by 
what  the  number  of  square  feet  the 


Nils  Kisling,  1979. 


Coast  Guard  requires,  we  feel  you 
should  crawl  into  a  liferaft.  This  will  give 
you  a  chance  to  see  what  size  ‘fits’  your 
needs.  It  will  also  make  you  think 
seriously  about  liferafts. 

A  good  liferaft,  like  a  good  anything, 
costs  a  chunk  of  money.  We  feel  that 
you  will  truly  get  your  moneysworth  by 
buying  a  raft  that  closely  approaches 
military  specifications. 

The  unfortunate  fact  is  that  many 
people  feel  that  once  they’ve  bought  a 
liferaft,  they’ve  got  ‘life  insurance’  for 
sailing.  It  doesn’t  work  that  way.  A  life¬ 
raft  is  like  any  other  tool;  it  needs  the 
right  accessories,  it  needs  an  owner  who 
knows  how  to  use  it,  and  it  needs  to  be 
properly  maintained.  More  on  that  sub¬ 
ject  next  month. 

—  latitude  38 


Nils  Kisling  at  the  moment  he  was  pulled  alongside  Super  8  movie  film.  That's  a  4-man  JCR  that  Nils  in  is 

the  Standard  Oil  tanker  that  rescued  him.  This  shot  _  at  least  that's  what  the  label  says, 

was  taken  by  one  of  the  crew  and  blown  up  from 


NEVER  BEFORE  OFFERED 
AT  THIS  LOW  PRICE! 
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INTECH  “MARINER  70* 

55  CHANNEL  VHF  RADIO 
TELEPHONE 

Provides  full  coverage  of  all  U.S.  and  international 
VHF/FM  channels,  thereby  eliminating  the  need  to 
add  or  change  crystals.  Bright  LED  display-shows 
channel  in  use.  25  watts  power  output  with  pro¬ 
tective  circuitry  for  faulty  antenna.  Quick  pushbut¬ 
ton  access  to  channel  16.  Equipped  to  receive  all 
4  U.S.  and  Canadian  weather  channels.  Meets 
Canadian  RSS182  and  FCC  specifications.  Very 
sensitive  receiver  with  unusually  good  selectivity 
to  prevent  inter-channel  interference. 

Full  1  year  warranty.  In  addition,  you  are  of¬ 
fered  the  additional  protection  of  a  lifetime  flat 
repair  fee  ($37.50)  for  radios  out  of  warranty.  This 
radio  has  a  very  low  frequency  of  repair  rate. 
Model  70MAR  List  $649.00  SPECIAL  $499.00 
Model  70-3  (Mariner  70  plus  3  db  mast  mount 
antenna)  List  $702.00  SPECIAL  $515.00 
Model  70-6  (Mariner  70  plus  6  db  antenna  and 
base)  List  $729.25  Special  $529.00 


GUZZLER  400 
BILGE  PUMP 

I  The  guzzler  400  is  a  com 
I  pact,  high  capacity  pump 
I  which  can  be  mounted  or 
I  used  as  a  portable  It  is 
I  made  of  injection  molded 
I  Dupont  Delrin  for  maximum 
I  durability  The  Guzzler  is 
:  impervious  to  many  fuel 
I  oils,  solvents  and  other 
I  chemicals  that  break  down 
I  many  pump  systems  The 
I  400  pumps  12  gpm  at  7 
I  strokes  per  gal  .  uses  1 " 

]  I  D  hose  Specify  horizontal 
I  or  vertical  handle 
I  Model  400 H  horizontal 
Model  400V 
List  $29.95 


"AMFI"  LAMP 

A  very  nice  lamp  for  the 
cabin.  Made  of  plastic  with 
chrome  fittings.  Brown 
colored  shade  is  85  mm 
in  dia.  by  95  mm  high. 

For  connection  to  12  volts 
dc.  Complete  with  10  watt 
bulb.  Built-in  switch. 
Model  AMFI. 

List  $16.50  Special  $13.30 


prices  good  until  Sept.  25 

Prices  Subject  to  Manufacturer’s  Changes 
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GUZZLER  500 
BILGE  PUMP 

Same  construction  and 
versatile  uses  as 
Guzzler  400.  The  500 
uses  1  V4 "  hose  and 
puts  out  15  GPM  at  5 
strokes  per  gal.  Horiz. 
or  vertical  handle. 
Model  500 H  Horiz. 
Model  500V  vertical 


:c^oo  List  $34.95 
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COMBINATION 
DECK/BOW  MAST 
LIGHT 

Installs  on  mast  below 
spreaders.  Wired 
for  separate  switching. 

20  point  light.  5-3/4" 
high.  Weighs  only  7  oz. 
Model  ML-2. 

List  $37.50  $27.00 


ECONOMY 

KNOTMETERS 

Self  generating  knotmeters 
that  require  power  for 
lighting  only.  Dual  range: 

0-5  8^0-10  knots  (Model 
KT-5  illustrated)  or  0-10 
&  0-40  knots  (Model 
KT-6).  May  be  calibrated 
in  mph.  Four-inch  dial. 
Complete  with  flush, 
retractable  lower 
transducer. 

Model  KT-5 

List  $125.0Cg?tV  $38.95 
Model  KT-6 
List  $125.00  $08.95 


LOW-CURRENT  REFRIGERATION 
CONVERSION  UNITS 

Mfd.  by  Unifridge  Allows  conversion  of  ice  box  to 
refrigerator  in  two  hours  with  easy  do-it-yourself  in¬ 
stallation.  All  solid  state... no  compressor,  no  coolant, 
no  noise  Model  PC4-DC  draws  only  an  average  of  1.5 
amps  at  12  volts  dc.  Refrigerates  up  to  5  cu.  ft.  box 
with  adequate  insulation.  Larger  Model  PC8-DC  han¬ 
dles  box  to  8  cu.  ft. 

Mode'  PC4-AC/DC  operates  from  12  volts  dc  or  115 
volts  ac.  Instructions  included. 


WHITE  3-STRAND  NYLON 

Recommended  for  anchor  lines,  dock  lines, 
mooring  lines  and  tow  lines.  Avail  able  in  all 
sizes  through  diameter,  The  best  rope  for 
all  ground  tackle  uses  because  of  nylon's  high 
elastic  qualities. 


Size 

Dia. 

Inches 


List 

C/Ft 

Avg. 

Bkg. 

Strength 

(lbs) 

6 

1,200 

9 

1,800 

15 

2,900 

20 

4,000 

28 

5,400 

30 

7,200 

58 

10,500 

78 

14,200 

Model 

PC4-DCW 

PC4ACDCW 

PC8-DCW 

Dimensions 

10"  X  10"  x  5" 

10"  x  10"  x  5” 

10"  x  10"  x  5-3/4" 

Weight 

8  lbs. 

10  lbs. 

10  lbs. 

Voltage 

12  VDC 

12  VDC  or 

115  VAC 

12  VDC  or 

24  VDC 

Max. 

Current 

4  amps 

4  amps  dc  or 
0.5  amps  ac 

4  or  8  amps 

Max. 

Box  Size 

5  cu.  ft. 

5  cu.  ft. 

8  cu.  ft. 

List  Price 

$210.00 

$240.00 

$325.00 

Special 

$159.00 

$184.00 

$244.00 

v 


ECHOMASTER  PROFESSIONAL 
RADAR  REFLECTOR 

A  MUST  FOR  SERIOUS  BOATERS.  12.5" 

(317.5mm)  diam.  circular  reflector  plates  of 
marine-grade  aluminum.  Robust  0.050"  (1.27mm) 
thickness  and  dimpling  minimize  flexing  and 
angular  distortion.  Quickly  and  easily  assembled 
and  demounted.  Stows  flat.  Deluxe  model  has  6- 
point  harness  system  for  mounting  in  correct 
"catch  rain”  position,  which  assures  best  360” 
protection,  clear  anodization  and  heavy  gauge 
vinyl  stowage  case.  Provides  11  sq.  m.  (13.2  sq. 
yd.)  effective  radar  cross  section  in  X  or  3  cm 
band.  Booklet  on  radar  reflectors  with  detailed  in- 1 
structions  is  provided. 

Model  152D  (Standard)  List  $24.95SPECIAL$17.50| 
Model  153D  (Deluxe)  List  $39.95  SPECIAL$27.95 
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Discount  Stores  in  Oakland  &  Palo  Alto 

Store  &  Mail  Orders:  850  San  Antonio  Rd.  □  Palo  Alto,  Ca.  94303  □  (415)  494-6660 
Retail  Store  Only:  2200  Livingston  Street  □  Oakland,  California  94606  □  (415)  532-5230 

Open  Mon.  through  Wed.  9-6,  Thurs.  and  Fri.  9-8:30  PM,  Sat.,  Sunday  9-5 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed  or  Money  Back  Send  for  Free  Discount  Catalog 
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BOATBUILDING  IN  JAPAN 


The  Pentagon,”  a  Yamaha  employee 
tells  me  confidentially,  “that’s  what  we 
jokingly  call  our  company’s  ad¬ 
ministrative  headquarters.”  But  it’s  no 
laughing  matter.  The  name  hits  the 
mark.  The  similarity  is  not  so  much  in 
the  physical  resemblance  of  Yamaha’s 
Iwata,  Japan  headquarters,  as  it  is  the 
flurry  of  complex  and  far-flung  activity 
generated  from  within  those  low 
buildings.  The  twenty-four  year-old 
Yamaha  is  a  manufacturing  colossus. 

Yamaha’s  tentacles  reach  out  in  all 
directions.  They  produce  a  full  line  of 
motorcycles,  a  variety  of  musical  in¬ 
struments,  snow  mobiles,  generators, 
golf  carts  and  other  consumer  goods. 
Recently  they  have  entered  the  interna¬ 
tional  sailboat  market.  Yamaha’s  line  of 
racer/cruisers  has  already  dented  the 
European  market  with  their  boats  being 
sufficiently  popular  to  warrant  factories 
in  Holland  and  England.  During  1979, 
Yahama  has  turned  its  marketing  eye  to 
the  west  coast,  of  the  United  States,  par¬ 
ticularly  with  their  30-foot  sloop. 

When  Yamaha  decides  to  enter  a 
market,  they  don’t  fool  around.  The 
company  began  building  boats  in  1960, 
and  currently  employ  150  engineers 
who  develop  70  new  designs  each  year. 
Their  boat  producing  capacity  each  year 
is  an  astounding  38,500  boats.  That’s  , 
38,500!  Many  are  commercial  fishing 
boats  like  the  heavy  bonita  boats  which 
are  everywhere  in  Japanese  waters. 
They  also  produce  great  numbers  of 
small  fishing  boats  for  local  fishermen, 
boats  that  are  very  popular  with 
developing  nations.  75%  of  all  smaller 
Japanese  power  boats  are  built  by 
Yamaha.  Since  introducing  their 
sailboat  line  in  1970,  they  now 
manufacture  about  50%  of  all  sailboats, 
in  Japan.  They  range  in  size  from  the 
11-foot  Hopper  to  the  Yamaha  33-foot 
motorsailer. 

The  west  coast  sales  campaign  has  set 
off  fears  that  Yamaha  is  out  to  dominate 
a  corner  of  the  U.S.  boating  market,  just 
as  they  have  done  with  the  motorcycle 
and  piano  markets.  Yamaha  began  ex¬ 
porting  to  the  U.S.  two  years  ago.  Last 
year,  they  sold  50  boats;  this  year  they 
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California  here  Yamaha  come! 


hope  to  double  that  figure.  The  total 
number  is  as  yet  not  impressive,  but 
their  track  record  in  other  fields  is 
awesome.  Yamaha’s  U.S.  sailboat 
philosophy  is  to  be  patient,  slowly  build 
a  strong  base,  and  eventually  establish  a 
plant  on  the  west  coast. 

Why  is  Yamaha  going  after  the  inter¬ 
national  sailboat  market?  For  one  think, 
an  excellent  company  structure  already 
exists,  as  well  as  a  superb  distribution 
and  service  network.  There  is  also  the 
Yamaha  brand-name  identification.  A 
further  reason  is  the  nature  of  the 
Japanese  corporate  system,  where 
once  employees  are  hired  they  general¬ 
ly  stay  with  the  company  for  life.  Such 
patriarchal  companies  can’t  lay-off 
employees  when  things  get  slow,  so 
they  continue  to  diversify.  After 
Yamaha’s  fishing  fleet’s  March  to  July 
productioh  peak,  there  follows  a  quiet 
period.  The  question  became  how  to  fill 
that  void  —  the  answer:  Yamaha 
sailboats. 

The  sailboat  factory  at  Nakaza,  one  of 
seven  Yamaha  boat  facilities,  is  located 
near  Hamamatsu.  Here  several  hun¬ 
dred  employees  toil  from  8  to  5  in  an 
almost  antiseptically  clean  atmosphere. 
They  produce  about  100  units  per 
month,  be  it  a  dinghy,  a  larger  sailboat 
or  a  power  boat. 
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This  isn’t  Costa  Mesa  as  you  can  tell.  We  were  disappointed  to  learn  that  the  Yamaha  workers  no  longer  sing 
the  company  song  each  morning  before  starting  work. 


The  boats  are  mass-produced, 
although  much  of  the  work  is  done  by 
hand.  In  the  areas  designated  for  lay¬ 
up,  the  resin  is  piped  to  the  various  sta¬ 
tions.  Boats  are  moved  via  an  indoor 
track.  Most  employees  are  male,  but 
women  are  responsible  for  painstaking 
detail  work  and  caring  for  the  molds. 
“You  know,  the  woman’s  touch  can’t  be 
beat,”  explained  Kent  Minami,  my  fac¬ 
tory  guide  and  the  gentleman  responsi¬ 
ble  for  overseas  boat  sales. 

The  workers,  mostly  in  their  mid¬ 
forties,  are  quiet  and  serious  —  a  far  cry 
from  the  boisterous  20  year-olds 
employed  by  many  American  manufac¬ 
turers.  At  Yamaha  you’ll  hear  no  rock- 
and-roll  blaring  in  the  background,  for 
the  atmosphere  is  all  business.  And  you 
can  bet  that  most  workers  have  never 
been  to  sea  on  one  of  their  boats. 

Mr.  Minami  explains  that  the  em¬ 
ployee  groups  are  the  stockholders.  It  is 
inconceivable  to  the  Japanese  that 
share  holders  outside  the  company 
might  effect  or  dictate  company  policy. 
At  Yamaha,  there  is  a  director  group  at 
the  top  which  is  reponsible  for  the  total 


picture.  Ideas  come  up  from  the  em¬ 
ployee  teams  below.  According  to  Mr. 
Minami,  “In  the  United  States,  the  deci¬ 
sions  flow  from  the  top,  whereas  in 
Japan,  it  goes  the  opposite  way.” 

Nowhere  is  this  more  apparent  than 
in  the  area  of  sailboat  design .  Instead  of 
having  a  boat  designed  by. a  well-known 
architect,  boats  are  fashioned  by  teams 
of  specialists.  “There  are  few  geniuses  in 
Japan,”  explains  Minami,  “but  there  are 
a  lot  of  talented,  educated  people.” 

It  was  a  design  team  of  twenty  that 
created  the  Yamaha  30.  One  person 
was  responsible  for  the  interior  design, 
another  for  electrical  components,  one 
for  plumbing,  one  for  hardware,  an¬ 
other  for  performance,  etc.  The  im¬ 
pressive  product  ‘works,’  being  both  in¬ 
novative  and  cohesive.  The  motor  is  up 
forward  for  easier  access  and  better 
ratings,  the  hull  uses  a  grid-box  struc¬ 
ture,  the  Indoneasian  teak  interior  is 
fashioned  by  Yamaha  craftsmen  trained 
in  Scandanavia.  The  attention  to  detail 
is  obvious,  and  the  thinking  that  has 
gone  into  the  boat  is  evident  every¬ 
where  . 


Yamaha  makes  their  sette  cushions  so  they  can  lift 
out  —  that  way  sailors  can  easily  sleep  on  the  floor 
—  the  Japanese  way. 


BOATBUILDING  IN  JAPAN 


The  Yamaha  30  —  designed  by  a  team  of  20. 


Each  Yamaha  goes  through  the  'car  wash'  to  check 
for  leaks,  before  it  leaves  the  factory. 


Everything  fits  like  an  exquisite  beetle 
box.  Minami  explains,  “The  Japanese 
are  used  to  working  in  confined  areas 
and  making  every  inch  count.  We  make 
things  that  fit  and  are  convenient  and 
aesthetically  pleasing  as  well.”  There  is 
plenty  of  adequate  floor  space  in  the 
boat,  this  to  accomodate  Japanese 
sailors  who  prefer  to  sleep  on  the  floor, 
just  as  they  do  at  home.  There  are  a 
number  of  options  specifically  for  the 
American  consumer,  and  as  the  U.S. 
market  grows,  these  will  become  stan¬ 
dard. 

Yamaha’s  Achilles  heel  in  the  sailboat 
program  is  the  cost  of  transporting  the 
boats  to  marketing  locations.  Trying  to 
stay  competitive  with  that  additional 
cost  is  difficult,  but  it’s  not  a  new  pro-' 
blem  to  the  big  Japanese  exporters^ 

In  addition  to  their  international  sales 
efforts,  Yamaha  is  making  a  concen¬ 
trated  effort  to  develop  a  domestic 
market  in  their  own  country  —  where 
sailing  is  not  that  popular.  Believing 
they  themselves  must  generate  the  in¬ 
terest,  Yamaha  has  established  a  num¬ 
ber  of  sailing  schools  and  sailboat  licens¬ 


ing  operations  throughout  Japan.  Their 
classes  have  so  far  certified  150,000 
new  sailors.  Yamaha  operates  a 
showplace  marina  complex  for  sailing 
instruction  at  Lake  Hamana.  There  in¬ 
struction  is  offered  as  well  as  boats  to 
rent,  a  chandelry,  and  dining  facility. 
Guest  accomodations  are  being  built  so 
eventually  it  will  be  a  complete  resort 
facility. 

Other  domestic  sailing  promotions  in¬ 
clude  a  Yamaha  sponsored  race  like 
their  470  regatta  and  their  annual  All- 
Japan  Championship  Regatta, 
“Yamaha  Race  Week,”  for  about  200 
dinghy  sailors. 

But  no  promo  works  quite  so  well  as 
winning  major  sailboat  races.  At  the 
1978  Quarter  Ton  Worlds,  their  24’ 
Magician  V  took  first  place  against  32 
yachts  from  11  countries.  The  victory 
remains  a  source  of  pride  and  inspira¬ 
tion  to  the  entire  Yamaha  team.  If 
determination  counts,  we’ll  eventually 
see  the  Yamaha  name  in  equal  num¬ 
bers  with  Cal,  Islander,  Ericson,  San¬ 
tana,  Pearson,  etc. 

—  mariiyn  yolles 


FASTNET  RACE 


The  13th,  14th,  and  15th  of  August 
were  anxious  days  for  sailors  around  the 
world;  those  being  the  days  that  facts, 
rumors,  and  lies  were  being 
disseminated  about  the  Fastnet  Race 
tragedy.  Since  there  were  teams  com¬ 
peting  from  at  least  19  countries  —  in¬ 
cluding  Australia,  Brazil,  Singapore, 
Poland,  Hong  Kong,  and  Argentina  — 
it  was  truly  an  international  story. 

Front  page  headlines  and  lead  stories 
on  the  6  o’clock  news  told  of  boats  be¬ 
ing  tossed  about  like  corks  and  masts 
broken  like  matchsticks  in  90-mile  an 
hour  winds  and  60-ft  seas.  The  number 
of  boats  “sunk  or  abandoned”  rapidly 
went  over  20,  with  “as  many  as  100 
unaccounted  for”.  The  waters  between 
the  Fastnet  Rock  of  Ireland  and 
Plymouth,  England  were  said  to  be  lit¬ 
tered  with  empty  liferafts  and  overturn¬ 
ed  and  sinking  boats.  Rumor  spread 
that  Kialoa  had  put  her  masthead 
under,  and  that  former  Prime  Minister 
Edward  Heath  and  the  British  am¬ 
bassador  to  Washington  were  both  pull¬ 
ed  from  liferafts.  The  finest  international 
ocean  racers  and  ocean  racing  boats,  it 
was  reported,  were  being  decimated. 

There  was  special  concern  here  on 
the  west  coast  since  so  many  of  the 
boats  in  the  Admiral’s  Cup,  14  of  the 
57, were  being  skippered  by  Americans 
—  many  from  California.  Many  more  of 
the  crew  members  were  also  from  the 
west  coast.  In  the  bay  area  there 


Swan  44,  “Goodwind",  during  Cowes  Week. 
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Edward  Heath  said  this  year's  Fastnet  had  the  worst 
weather  he's  ever  faced. 


naturally  was  great  concern  for  Imp  and 
owner  Dave  Allen,  with  the  northern 
California  crew  of  Ragnar  Hawkanson, 
Tad  Lacey,  Don  Jesberg,  Steve  Taft, 
Skip  Stevely,  Bill  Barton,  and  Skip 
Allan. 

For  a  long  while  there  was  no  report 
on  Imp.  Eventually  a  local  television  sta¬ 
tion  approached  Diane  Beeston  for  a 
photograph  of  Dave  on  Imp.  They’ve 
been  lost  at  sea,  she  was  told.  Although 
we’ve  not  seen  it,  one  London  pap,er 
reported  that  the  New  York  Times 
published  the  obituaries  of  the  entire 
U.S.  Admiral’s  Cup  team. 

Fortunately  there  were  inaccuracies 
in  the  reports.  Imp  had  never  stopped 
racing  and  took  7th  in  the  Fastnet,  and 
was  5th  among  the  Admiral’s  Cup 
boats.  Neither  Edward  Heath  or  the  am¬ 
bassador  to  Washington  ever  entered  a 
liferaft.  Kialoa  never  did  put  her  mast  in 
the  water,  and  in  fact  broke  the  old 
course  record  by  more  than  7  hours  — 
and  still  lost  to  Condor  of  Bermuda. 
Consensus  of  opinion  put  the  winds  at 
about  75  and  the  seas  at  35  to  40  feet. 

Certainly  it  was  a  terrible  tragedy,  as 
is  any  race  in  which  lives  are  lost.  In  all 
there  were  15  competitors  lost,  and  4 
more  off  a  trimaran  not  entered  in  the 
race.  But  these  cold,  harsh  numbers 
need  explanation  and  a  context  lest 
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they  be  as  misleading  as  the  statement 
that  “the  finest  ocean  racers  and  racing 
boats  are  being  decimated”.  That  wasn’t 
exactly  the  case. 

THE  ENTRIES 

To  understand  what  happened  in  the 
Fastnet  Race,  sailors  must  understand 
the  different  boats  that  were  entered. 
First  there  were  the  Admiral’s  Cup 
boats.  The  biennial  Cup  had  attracted 
3-boat  teams  from  19  different  countries 
around  the  world.  There  are  fiye  races 
that  make  up  the  Cup;  3  inshore  races, 
one  medium  distance  race  across  the 
Channel  that  counted  double,  and  the 
finale,  the  Fastnet  Race  across  the  Irish 
Sea  to  Ireland  and  back  which  counts 
triple.  These  Admiral’s  Cup  boats  are 
indeed  the  best  group  of  ocean  racers  in 
the  world  and  were  crewed  by  many  of 
the  world’s  best  crew. 

Then  there  were  the  ‘Cowes  Week’ 
boats.  Cowes  Week  is  the  name  given 
to  “one  of  the  greatest  festivals  in 
yachting,  with  racing  provided  daily  for 
a  multitude  of  yachts  of  all  classes  and 
designs.”  More  than  just  racing,  Cowes 
Week  is  a  festival.  As  Louis  Kruk  put  it, 
“There  are  people  who  came  here  from 
all  over,  just  all  over.  There  are  social 
events  all  week  long,  topped  by  a 
beautiful  ball  on  Thursday  and  a  huge 
fireworks  display  on  Friday.”  Like  the 
Ensfenada  Race,  it  is  an  event,  and  like 
the  Ensenada  fleet,  the  Cowes  Week 
fleet  encompasses  the  full  spectrum  of 
quality  of  boats  and  crew.  Some  were 
top  flight,  boats  like  Kialoa  and  Ted 
Turner’s  Tenacious.  Others,  some  as 
small  as  half-tonners,  were  less  than  top 
flight,  and  didn’t  always  have  ex¬ 
perienced  crews.  The  last  event  in 
Cowes  Week  is  the  Fastnet  Race. 

So,  the  Fastnet  Race  was  sailed  by 
more  than  just  57  state-of-the-art  Ad¬ 
miral’s  Cuppers.  It  was  sailed  by  an  ar¬ 
mada  of  306  boats  with  a  total  of  over 
3,000  crewmembers.  Many  of  the  over 
250  non-AdmiraPs  Cuppers  were  at¬ 
tracted  to  the  growing  glamor  of  the 
Fastnet.  Marginally  good  crews  were 
seduced  into  unfounded  confidence  by 
the  light  winds  of  the  three  previous 


Fastnets.  The  last  time  there  had  been  a 
rough  Fastnet  was  back  in  1957  when  29 
of  the  40  entries  dropped  out. 
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A  U.S.  Swan  47  in  the  Solent. 
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THE  LIGHT  BOAT  QUESTION 

After  the  Fastnet  fleet  had  suddenly 
■  been  hit  by  the  full  force  of  the  storm  out 
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of  the  southwest,  and  before  the  fleet 
had  finished,  a  ruckus  was  raised  about 
the  responsibility  that  light  boats  and 
thin  masts  played  in  the  deaths  that 
were  taking  place.  Ted  Turner,  who 
was  to  win  the  race  with  his  indestruc- 
table  62-ft  aluminum  Tenacious,  was 
the  most  frequently  quoted  in  this 
regard:  “I  was  sure  this  was  going  to 
happen  sometime,  because  of  the  trend 
toward  lighter  boats.  I  have  spoken  out 
against  this,  but  1  was  a  voice  in  the 
wilderness.”  The  London  Dai/y 
Telegraph  editorialized  along  the  same 
lines:  “Fears  have  proved  correct  that 
some  modern,  lightweight  yachts,  built 
for  speed  and  requiring  expert  crews 
familiar  with  the  latest  yachting  equip¬ 
ment,  might  not  survive  severe  condi¬ 
tions  in  the  open  seas.” 

The  evidence  now  suggests  that  both 
Ted  and  the  Daily  Telegraph  were  in  er¬ 
ror.  It  was  a  severe  storm  to  be  sure  —  4 
were  killed  by  it  on  land  —  but  it  was  not 
the  state-of-the-art  Admiral’s  Cuppers 
that  were  badly  damaged. 

Fifty-four  Admiral’s  Cup  boats  started 
the  Fastnet;  44  of  them  completed  it. 
Among  those  boats  there  was  not  a 
single  life  lost,  and  most  surprisingly 
there  was  not  a  single  mast  lost.  In  the 
entire  306-boaC  fleet  there  were  26 
boats  abandoned;  only  one  was  an  Ad¬ 
miral’s  Cup  boat.  Of  the  136 
crewmembers  lifted  off,  only  ten  were 
Admiral’s  Cup  crew  —  all  of  them  from 
Golden  Apple  of  the  Sun,  whose  aban¬ 
donment  is  the  source  of  some  con¬ 
troversy. 

Of  th6  ten  Admiral’s  Cuppers  that 
didn’t  finish,  several  dropped  out  inten¬ 
tionally.  One,  Gekko  from  Japan  [see 
last  month’s  Latitude  38]  did  suffer 
some  structural  damage,  but  made 
Cork  without  serious  problem.  Four  or 
five  of  the  Admiral’s  Cup  boats  did  lose 
rudders  —  the  abandoned  Golden  Ap¬ 
ple  was  one.  Losing  rudders  was  the 
most  serious  flaw  in  the  Admiral’s  Cup 
fleet. 

So,  unlike  the  impression  news 
reports  left,  the  best  international  ocean 
racers  were  not  devastated  by  the 
severe  conditions.  For  the  most  part, 


A  tourist  at  Cowes. 


aided  by  superior  crews,  they  came 
through  unscathed. 

Steve  Taft,  who  sailed  on  Imp,  had 
this  to  say:  “There  is  a  lot  of  talk  about 
light  boats,  and  1  don’t  mean  light 
displacement,  but  light  construction  of 
the  boats,  stripped  out  boats  with 
multiple-spreader  rigs,  and  how  they 
aren’t  safe,  and  how  they  are  going  to 
fall  apart.  This  is  an  idea  kicked  around 
,  by  people  who  are  completely  out  of 
touch  with  what  is  going  on,  and  who 
haven’t  sailed  these  boats.  They  don’t 
understand  that  there  is  a  big  difference 
between  building  something  and 
engineering  it.  If  this  race  had  been  held 
with  the  boats  they  used  25  years  ago, 
the  loss  of  life  and  boats  would  have 
been  much  greater  than  it  was.” 

THE  LOSS  OF  BOATS 
THE  LOSS  OF  LIFE 

Perhaps  the  most  misleading  and  ter¬ 
rifying  statistic  that  came  out  of  the 
Fastnet  reports  was  the  “sunk  or  aban¬ 
doned”  count.  Why  these  two 
categories  were  always  combined  is 
something  of  a  mystery  to  us,  particular¬ 
ly  when  it  seems  that  only  3  of  the  26 
boats  abandoned  were  sunk.  The  ac¬ 
counts  given  on  radio  and  in  the 
newspapers  seemed  to  indicate  that  the 
boats  just  couldn’t  withstand  the 
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weather  —  the  Examiner  in  particular 
ran  a  syndicated  feature  explaining  why 
the  boats  couldn’t  survive  the  pounding 
seas.  But  for  the  most  part  they  did.  The 
figures  available  to  us  indicates  that  303 
of  the  306  starters  survived  that  truly 
terrible  storm.  Of  the  three  boats  that 
were  lost,  there  was  only  one  life  claim¬ 
ed  among  them.  To  our  thinking  that 
says  alot  of  good  about  the  survivability 
of  boats  today. 


So  how  did  all  the  other  14  Fastnet 
sailofs  die?  From  what  we’ve  been  able 
to  determine,  the  single  greatest  cause 
of  death  stemmed  from  the  premature 
abandoning  of  boats  for  liferafts.  Skip 
Allan  said,  “I  know  of  one  case,  and  I’m 
sure  there  were  others,  where  the  crew 
took  to  the  raft  and  were  lost  because 
they  left  their  still  floating  boat  for  a 
questionable  raft.”  Such  abandonments 
may  have  been  precipitated  by  lack  of 


experience  controlling  a  boat  in  heavy 
weather.  Unable  to  prevent  their  boats 
from  sometimes  capsizing,  or  being  roll¬ 
ed,  crews  felt  a  natural  inclination  to 
want  out,  and  into  the  presumed  ‘safe¬ 
's  ty’  of  their  liferafts. 

Skip  Allan,  who  was  on  Imp  and  ex¬ 
periencing  the  worst  weather  in  his 
80,000  ocean  miles,  suspected  that  it 
was  a  mistake  for  boats  to  drop  sail  and 
try  and  hove  to  or  lie  ahull:  “I  think  the 


Action  during  the  New  York  YC's  race  during 

Cowes  Week.  The  boat  in  foreground  is  “Winsome  i 

Gold",  in  the  background,  “Formidable". 


Boats  took  a  beating  in  the  gale  and  near  gales  prior 


i  to  the  Fastnet  Race. 


boats  that  stopped  and  dropped  sail 
were  those  that  got  into  trouble,  and 
were  knocked  flat.  As  a  result  of  this 
some  lost  their  masts  and  some  broke 
hatches.  What  you  wanted  to  do  was 
take  the  seas  on  the  quarter,  moving  at 
less  than  surfing  speed,  but  fast  enough 
to  steer  around  the  breaking  crests.” 

Indeed,  the  42-ft  Lancer,  the  34-ft 
Griffin,  and  the  36-ft  Tiderace  were  all 
knocked  completely  over  without  hav¬ 
ing  any  sail  set. 

Steve  Taft,  who  was  also  on  Imp 
agreed  with  Skip.  “If  you  kept  sailing 
perpendicular  to  the  huge  beam  seas, 
when  a  big  one  broke,  it  would  break 
right  over  the  boat,  and  that’s  how  some 
boats  got  knocked  down  or  rolled  com¬ 
pletely  over.  When  a  crest  broke,  you 
had  to  run  off  with  it,  kind  of  like  riding 
away  from  an  avalanche.” 

The  capsizing  or  rolling  over  of  boats 
led  to  the  manning  of  liferafts,  which  in 
turn  led  to  or  contributed  to  the  greatest 
number  of  deaths.  Granted,  the  vast 
majority  of  those  who  did  abandon  ship 
for  a  helicopter  or  liferaft  did  sruvive  — 
there  were  136  of  them  in  all.  But  — 
and  we  think  this  is  the  most  important 
lesson  to  be  learned  from  the  tragedy  — 
but  more  than  half  of  those  who  died  in 
the  race  did  so  after  abandoning  boats 
that  safely  rode  out  the  storm. 

Examples: 

The  35-ft.  Ariadne.  There  were  four 
lives  lost  of  this  boat,  the  greatest  single 
loss  of  the  race.  The  crew  abandoned 
the  boat  which  was  incorrectly  reported 
as  being  sunk.  A  French  trawler  towed 
her  into  port  and  announced  that  while 
the  rigging  and  interior  were  badly 
damaged,  “the  hull  is  sound”. 

The  37-ft.  Trophy.  This  boat  and  her 
crew  were  doing  fine  until  they  came 
1  about  to  render  assistance  to  a  vessel  in 
distress.  Altering  course  she  was  knock¬ 
ed  over,  and  then  again  a  number  of 
other  times  while  standing  by  the  other 
.  boat.  The  crew  took  to  the  liferaft  , 

!  which  itself  was  repeatedly  capsized. 
When  the  raft  went  over  for  the  5th 
time,  it’s  top  separated  from  the  bottom 
and  two  of  the  crew  were  swept  to  their 
death.  A  third  crew  member  died  of  ex¬ 


haustion  while  hanging  on  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  raft.  Five  other  crew  were 
rescued.  Trophy  was  later  reported 
recovered. 

The  32-ft.  Gunslinger.  After  this 
vessel  was  capsized  and  righted  herself, 
a  crewmember  began  to  prepare  and  in¬ 
flate  the  liferaft.  In  the  process  he  was 
swept  over  and  lost.  The  boat  and  the 
rest  of  the  crew  made  port  safely. 

In  just  those  3  boats  there  were  8  lives 
lost  —  over  half  of  the  deaths  that  struck 
those  entered  in  the  race.  We  asked 
Skip  Allan  if  he  would  have  considered 
taking  to  the  liferaft  if  Imp  had  been 
knocked  down  or  rolled.  Skip  said  that 
had  it  been  before  he  had  friends  lost  on 
liferafts,  and  before  ‘he  had  learned 
about  liferafts’,  that  he  might  have  been 


considered  it.  But,  “knowing  what  I 
know  today,  I  feel  you  should  not  climb 
into  a  raft  until  you  feel  the  boat  sinking 
beneath  you.” 

The  practice  of  abandoning  non¬ 
sinking  boats  complicated  already  ar¬ 
duous  rescue  operations  being  carried 
out  by  both  officals  and  other  racers.  At 
least  one  boat  that  was  still  racing  got  in¬ 
to  trouble  by  coming  to  the  assistance  of 
what  turned  out  to  be  an  empty  liferaft. 
The  boat,  Polar  Bear,  capsized  several 
times  while  checking  the  raft,  and  was 
dismasted. 

With  25  boats  abandoned,  there  were 
at  least  25  rafts  in  the  water  also  — 
crews  had  to  get  in  a  raft  before  copter 
pilots  would  lift  them  up.  With  over  50 
boats  and  rafts  drifting  empty,  it’s  no 
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wonder  that  pilots  were  reporting  the 
ocean  “littered  with  empty  rafts  and 
crewless  boats”. 

SWEPT  AWAY 

The  second  major  cause  of  death  — 
there  were  five  reported  —  was  being 
swept  overboard.  We  assume  this 
means  that  a  crewmember  was  just 
washed  overboard,  but  in  some  cases 
there  may  have  been  injuries  that  con¬ 
tributed  to  crew  going  over.  In  two 
cases,  fellow  crewman  valiantly  jumped 
in  after  their  mates,  but  were  unable  to 
save  them. 

For  about  16  hours  of  the  race  the 
possibility  of  being  washed  over  was 
constant.  Steve  Taft  on  Imp  reported 
that  he  would  have  been  washed  over 
twice  by  waves  had  he  not  had  his 
harness  on  —  which  he  used  to  haul 
himself  back  to  the  tiller.  On  Kialoa 
Louis  Kruk  reported,  “We  were  all 
wearing  safety  harnesses  and  doing 
what  we  could  to  stay  onboard.  Waves 
would  break  over  the  boat  and  suddenly 
you  would  get  lifted  up  by  the  wave  and 
rammed  toward  the  aft  of  the  boat.” 
Kialoa’s  owner,  Jim  Kilroy  of  L.A. 
broke  several  ribs  when  he  and  several 
of  the  crew  were  lifted  together  by  a 
wave  and  then  dropped  on  a  winch. 

We  have  heard  reports  that  the  most 
damned  pieces  of  sailing  equipment  in 
England  were  some  of  the  commercially 
made  safety  harnesses.  In  many  cases 
they  weren’t  strong  enough  and  at  least 
two  crew  were  lost  when  their  harnesses 
simply  broke  under  the  strain.  It  was 
common  for  crewmembers  to  fashion 
their  own  harnesses  out  of  line.  From 
the  figures  we’re  read,  there  was  never 
more  than  one  person  washed  off  of 
any  single  boat. 

As  the  rescue  operations  were  being 
completed  and  the  boats  were  finally  ac¬ 
counted  for,  accusations  of  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  race  committee  were 
batted  about.  Mr.  John  Nott,  from  the 
Ministry  of  Trade  and  therefore 
somehow  responsible  ,  rejected  these 
charges.  He  pointed  out  that  it  is  well 
known  that  it  is  always  the  decision  of 
the  skipper  of  each  boat  to  start  and 


continue  a  race. 

Alan  Green  of  the  RORC  (Royal 
Ocean  Racing  Club)  —  also  on  the  spot 
—  maintained  that  ocean  racing  was  a 
sport  “for  sensible-minded  people  who 
can  think  for  themselves.” 

“It  is  their  [the  racers]  inalienable 
right,”  said  one,  “who  would  deprive 
the  man  who  spends  his  week  nine  to 
five  at  the  office,  of  this  race,  of  this 
most  difficult  event  in  the  racing  calen¬ 
dar?  In  a  perfect  world  everyone  would 
toe  the  line,  drive  the  right  speeds  on 
the  road,  stick  to  the  rules,  and  we 
would  all  be  cabbages.” 

Although  this  was  the  prevalent  at¬ 
titude,  the  RORC  will  nevertheless  con¬ 
duct  a  three-month  investigation  into  all 
aspects  of  the  race.  Should  there  be 
minimum  standards  for  hulls;  should 
masts  be  a  minimum  size;  should  two- 
way  radios  be  required;  should  small 
boats  be  allowed  to  race;  should  the 
fleet  be  limited  in  size.  These  are  just 
some  of  the  kinds  of  questions  that  will 
be  considered. 

Another  big  question  was  whether  or 
not  the  race  should  have  been  called 
off.  Two  gentleman  whom  we  presume 
thought  this  was  unnecessary  —  and 
most  racers  agreed  with  them  —  were 
Dave  Allen  of  Imp  and  Syd  Fischer  of 
the  Australian  boat,  Ragamuffin.  The 
two  achieved  a  distinction  of  sorts  by 
making  remarks  to  the  effect  that  the 
weather  wasn’t  all  that  bad.  Fischer  said 
that  it  was  fairly  common  stuff  in  the 
Southern  Ocean  and  in  events  like  the 
Sydney  to  Hobart  Race.  Some  of  his 
crewmembers,  however,  disputed  this 
claim. 

Allen,  in  a  telephone  interview  with 
Channel  5  had  said  words  to  the  effect 
that  the  conditions  weren’t  that  much 
different  from  those  found  off  the 
California  in  bad  weather. 
Crewmembers  Steve  Taft  .and  Skip 
Allan  didn’t  quite  see  it  that  way.  Dave’s 
brother,  Howard  Allen,  offered  a  brief 
explanation  of  Dave’s  remarks  for  the 
Marin  country  publication,  The  Ark. 
Howard  said  that  it  was  Dave’s  nature  to 
enjoy  adversity  and  tough  races,  and  he 
remembered  one  occasion  when  Dave 
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Three  Crowns,  the  hot  spot  for  Admiral's  Cup 
crews  in  Cowes. 


was  up  to  his  waist  in  waves  on  the  lee 
rail,  singing  and  enjoying  himself  com¬ 
pletely.  Skip  reported  that  Dave  was  the 
only  one  on  Imp  that  didn’t  get  sick. 

While  there  was  at  least  one  boat  that 
prepared  and  consumed  a  full  scale  hot 
meal  during  the  height  of  the ’’storm, 
there  were  a  few  very  good  sailors  who 
thought  the  situatioh  had  got  out  of 
hand.  Tom  McLouglin,  a  Californian 
sailing  on  the  French  Admiral’s  Cupper, 
Accanito  didn’t  like  what  happened. 
“The  competitive  urge  can  be  unbalanc¬ 
ing”  he  was  quoted  as  saying,  “we’re  all 
guilty  in  a  way  of  not  respecting  the  sea 
enough.  The  people  I  respect  are  the 
ones  that  quit.” 

REACTIONS 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  people  to 
freeze  up  in  such  storm  conditions;  we 
asked  Steve  Taft,  Louis  Kruk,  and  Skip 
Allan  what  there  feelings  were,  and  if 
they  weren’t  scared  shitless. 

Taft  said  that  he  thought  everything 
was  under  control  but  that  “1  was 
scared,  I  really  was.  They  were  the  type 
of  conditions  you  don’t  encounter 
enough  to  get  used  to.  You  hear  people 
talk  about  gales  off  California;  I’ve  been 
in  them  and  they’re  peanuts  to  what  this 
was.” 

On  Kialoa  Kruk  said  he  was  concern¬ 
ed,  but  not  really  scared.  There  was 
never  any  question  of  whether  or  not 
the  boat  was  going  to  make  it,  so  the 
primary  thing  was  to  make  sure  he 
didn’t  get  washed  over.  Kialoa,  like 
Imp,  never  did  stop  racing.  There  were 
a  couple  of  anxious  moments  however. 
As  the  storm  was  building  the  outhaul 
for  the  third  reef  in  the  mainsail  broke 
twice,  and  it  was  a  bear  to  take  care  of 
that.  But  the  biggest  scare  was  when 
one  of  the  running  backstays  on  the 
95-foot  mast  broke.  The  big  triple 
spreader  mast  shook  like  a  wet  noodle, 
but  Kialoa’s  top-notch  crew  stabilized 
the  situation  by  cranking  down  quickly 
on  the  main  sheet. 

Skip  Allan,  who  had  begun  to  won¬ 
der  if  he  was  going  to  go  through  his  en¬ 
tire  sailing  career  without  encountering 
a  real  storm,  said  he  was  concerned  but 


not  really  afraid.  He  compared  his  feel¬ 
ings  to  those  of  Ted  Turner  who  said 
that  he  was  more  afraid  of  being  afraid. 
Skip  said  it  was  nice  that  the  mast  was 
up  and  the  rudder  working,  and  that 
everyone  on  Imp  agreed  to  not  do 
anything  radical  that  might  alter  that  en¬ 
viable  state  of  affairs. 

Skip  came  out  of  the  experience  feel¬ 
ing  confident  that  a  physically  and 
psychologically  prepared  boat  and  crew 
can  handle  bad  weather.  He  mentioned 
having  read  of  sailors  who  had  been 
through  bad  storms  who  thereafter  took 
mere  gales  with  a  shrug.  Apparently  a 
little  something  of  this  nature  happened 
on  Imp.  When  it  lightened  up  to  35 
knots  it  seemed  like  a  mild  breeze  and 
the  crew  was  anxious  to  hoist  the  big¬ 
gest  chute  on  the  boat.  More  cir¬ 
cumspect  heads  prevailed  and  a  storm 
chute  -  which  proved  all  they  could 
carry  -  was  set.  The  winds  continued  to 
lighten  during  the  last  24  hours  of  the 
race,  and  Imp  kept  hoisting  and  bigger 
and  lighter  spinnakers.  A  stark  contrast 
to  the  stormy  weather  that  had  passed, 
they  crossed  the  Plymouth  finish  line  in 
warm  sunshine  in  ideal  sailing  condi¬ 
tions.  The  last  24  hours  had  been  fan¬ 
tastic  sailing. 

Skip  cited  some  specific  things  that  he 
learned  from  the  experience.  One 
thing,  previously  mentioned,  was  to 
keep  sailing  rather  than  lying  ahull. 
Other  than  that,  preparation  seemed  to 
be  the  main  lesson.  Know  the  pro¬ 
cedures  for  hoisting  the  storm  jib  and 
run  through  it.  Know  the  proper  leads 
for  that  sail.  Practice  putting  the  third 
reef  in  the  main.  Have  the  hatchboards 
ready  and  in  condition  so  that  they  can 
keep  the  water  out.  Wear  the  proper 
clothing,  not  Levis,  but  wool  pants, 
wool  shirt,  and  tyool  sweater. 

Imp  was  well  prepared.  She  never 
had  more  than  3  bucketfuls  of  water 
down  below  and  everything  seemed  to 
run  smoothly.  The  only  damage  oc- 
cured  when  the  topping  lift  halyard  pro¬ 
ved  not  quite  strong  enough  for  the 
storm  jib  in  such  heavy  conditions. 

As  a  final  thought,  Skip  mentioned 
that  he  would  check  to  see  that  the 
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The  French  "Revolution"  having  her  chute  explode  on  her  during  one  of  the  gale  force  days  of  Cowes 
Week. 


liferaft  was  aboard  —  although  by  refer¬ 
ring  to  it  as  a  “fucking  Winslow”  we  got 
the  impression  he  didn’t  regard  it  too 
highly.  “I’d  be  interested  to  see  if  it  even 
works”,  he  said.  This  attitude  was 
possibly  spawned  by  the  fact  that 
Golden  Apple’s  Winslow  raft  didn’t  in¬ 


flate  properly. 

While  discussing  the  RORC  upcom¬ 
ing  investigation  into  the  Fastnet  Race 
and  the  circumstances  surrounding  it, 
Skip  hoped  that  the  one  thing  they 
would  look  into  and  perhaps  experi¬ 
ment  with,  is  how  to  steer  an  IOR  boat 


that’s  lost  its  rudder.  He  feels  that  this  is 
perhaps  the  most  common  problem 
with  that  type  of  boat.  Edward  Heath’s 
Morning  Cloud  lost  her  rudder  in  the 
Channel  Race  and  was  able  to  fashion  a 
jury-rig  using  a  spinnaker  pole.  This  was 
however  in  fairly  light  airs.  Skip 
wonders  if  a  such  a  rudder  could  even 
be  fashioned  in  a  storm  such  as  they 
went  through,  and  then  if  it  would  even 
work.  It  was  the  problem  Golden  Apple 
was  unable  to  overcome. 

THE  RACING 

Overshadowed  by  the  deaths  was  the 
surperb  racing  in  the  other  four 
Admiral’s  Cup  races.  Unknown  to 
many  people  here,  it  had  blown  like 
stink  for  almost  the  entire  series  as  well 
as  for  Cowes  Week  events.  Acadia  a  big 
U.S. -owned  51-footer  sailing  for  Argen¬ 
tina,  did  get  knocked  down  enough  to 
put  her  mast  in  the  water,  spilling  bat¬ 
tery  acid  on  her  overhead.  There  had 
been  winds  up  to  60  knots,  in  the  New 
York  YC  race  there  —  yes,  they  do 
have  a  race  during  Cowes  Week. 

Steve  Taft  said  that  during  the  shorter 
inshore  races  Imp  consistently  flew 
smaller  headsails  than  she  ever  did  on 
brisk  spring  days  on  the  bay.  Skip  Allan 
commented  that  it  was  the  wildest  spin¬ 
naker  action  he’d  ever  seen  .  His  special 
favorite  was  performed  by  Williwaw’s 
German  sistership,  Tina-I-Punkt.  Tina 
was  carrying  a  main,  a  spinnaker  and 
blooper  directly  in  front  of  Imp  when 
she  was  knocked  completely  over  on 
her  side.  She  righted  herself  —  but 
without  any  sail!  Her  main,  spinnaker 
and  blooper  had  all  been  torn  off.  For 
quick  dousing  of  sail,  Skip  had  never 
seen  anything  like  it. 

It  was  interesting  to  note  who  design¬ 
ed  the  Admiral’s  Cup  boats.  For  the  first 
time  in  as  long  as  anyone  could 
remember  there  was  not  a  single 
Sparkman  &  Stephens  design  entered. 
The  leading  designer  was  Doug  Peter¬ 
son  with  20  of  the  57  boats  from  his 
board.  Hot  on  his  heels  was  Ron 
Holland  with  15,  and  there  are  those 
whb  think  that  Holland  may  now  be  at 
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"Camargue'’,  about  to  have  her  last  man  lifted  off  beam,  the  ideal  position  to  either  be  knocked  down  eight  and  later  recovered, 

by  helicopter:  The  boat  is  taking  the  seas  on  the  or  rolled  over.  She  was  abandoned  by  her  crew  of 
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TO  LEAVE  OR  NOT  TO  LEAVE 
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The  boat  to  the  left  is  Silver  Apple  of 
lthe  Moon,  the  one  to  the  right  is  her 
sistership,  Golden  Apple  of  the  Sun.  In¬ 
spired  names  aren’t  they?  They  are  two 
of  the  latest  Ron  Holland  designs,  and 
are  fast  as  hell.  Originally  it  was  hoped 


that  both  would  be  on  the  Irish 
Admiral’s  Cup  Team,  but  Silver  Apple 
was  edged  out  and  eventually  com¬ 
peted  as  part  of  the  Swiss  team. 

But  Golden  Apple  was  a  hot,  shining 
star  in  the  Cup  fleet  going  into  the 


Fastnet  Race.  She  had  a  great  10-man 
crew  lead  by  triple  Olympian  Rodney 
Pattison,  Irish  sailing  hero  Henry  Cud- 
more,  and  the  boat’s  designer,  Ron 
Holland.  Before  the  Fastnet  she  was  5th 
out  of  57  boats. 

After  rounding  the  Fastnet  Rock  and 
heading  back  for  Plymouth,  Golden 
Apple  lost  her  rudder  40  miles  off  the 
Scilly  Isles.  Attempts  to  steer  under 
spinnaker  pole  jury-rig  were  not  suc¬ 
cessful  and  she  spent  the  night,  like  a  lot 
of  boats,  rolling  her  brains  out. 

By  Tuesday  afternoon  things  had 
calmed  down  substantially,  although 
there  were  some  gale  warnings  being 
advised  in  some  areas.  A  helicopter 
'  came  over  Apple  and  asked  if  anyone 
wanted  off.  They  all  looked  at  one 
another,  considered  flopping  around  for 
another  night,  and  said,  ‘what  the  hell, 
let’s  go’.  With  that  they  hung  out 
fenders,  attached  a  note  saying  “out  to 
lunch,  be  back  later”  to  the  hatch,  and 
abandoned  the  quarter  of  a  million 
dollar  boat. 

Whisked  to  the  hospital  they  were  run 
through  the  showers,  dressed  in  pa¬ 
jamas,  and  stuck  in  bed  for  an  hour. 
Ron  Holland  said  they  all  looked  at  one 
another  and  wondered  what  the  hell 
they  were  doing  there. 

So  did  some  other  people,  Skip  Allan 
being  one.  $500  a  head,  that’s  what 
they  ought  to  pay  for  having  been  pick¬ 
ed  up.”  He  explained  himself  by  saying 
that  there  were  people  out  there  with 
banged  up  heads,  broken  arms,  people 
who  legitimately  needed  help.  “But 
boy,  those  guys  on  Golden  Apple,  I 
really  think  they  should  pay.  They  were 
afloat,  they  weren’t  hurt.  It’s  just 
strange.”  There  were  others  who 
agreed  with  Skip. 

When  people  go  out  to  race,  they 
should  feel  they  are  going  to  be  self- 
sufficient.  Skip  felt  that  something  was 
wrong  when  135  people  had  to  be  lifted 
from  boats  when  only  a  couple  were 
sunk  —  and  then  some  had  the  gaul  to 
ask  the  Royal  Navy  to  fly  them  back  to 
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their  boats  the.  next  day.  Needing  help 
legitimately  is  one  thing  .  .  .  Golden  Ap¬ 
ple,  the  only  abandoned  Admiral’s 
Cupper  was  another  .  .  . 
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Ted  Turner  holds  up  the  Fastnet  Trophy.  Already  this  year  he  has  won  the  Miami  to  Nassau,  Miami  to 
Montego  Bay,  and  Annapolis  to  Newport  Races.  Only  Commodore  Tompkins  has  beat  him  recently  —  that 
in  the  6  -  Metre  Nationals. 


the  top  of  the  designer  heap.  German 
Frers  had  9  designs,  Ed  Dubois  had  3  — 
including  the  very  successful  Australian 
boat,  Police  Car.  He  is  likely  to  be  heard 
from  in  the  future.  The  only  other 
designer  was  Kihara  of  Japan  with  two 
of  the  Japanese  entries.  \ 

The  hazards  of  Admiral’s  Cup  racing 
are  unique  according  to  Skip.  “There 
are  few  sights  more  spine-tingling  than 
watching  this  fleet  short  tack  up  the 
Island  shore,  dodging  each  other,  rocks 
and  ledges,  in  an  attempt  to  stay  out  of 
the  flood  tide  —  a  tide  that  equals  that 
found  in  San  Francisco  but  has  a  range 
of  16  feet.  Although  bouncing  off  the 
bottom  during  tacks  is  commonplace 
(we  hit  three  time  in  practice  yesterday) 
woe  betide  those  who  run  aground  on 
an  ebb.” 

If  Skip  thought  the  racing  was  spine- 
tingling,  Steve  Taft  thought  it  stunk. 
“The  competition  is  real  good,  but  the 
racing  is  just  terrible.  It’s  the  worst  sailing 
I’ve  done  in  I  don’t  know  how  long.” 
Steve  thought  that  the  British  were 
determined  not  to  let  good  racing  in¬ 


terfere  .with  hallowed  traditions.  To  his 
thinking,  tactics  and  skill  were  usually  of 
secondary  importance  to  how  willing  a 
crew  was  to  take  their  boats  over  rocks 
or  risk  running  aground  in  order  to 
stand  clear  of  the  adverse  tide.  “The 
keels,”  Steve  mentioned,  “on  every 
single  one  of  the  Admiral’s  Cup  boats 
are  all  dinged  and  knarled  up  from  run¬ 
ning  aground  on  the  rocks  —  because 
that’s  the  traditional  way  of  doing  it.” 

Prior  to  the  start  of  racing  it  looked  as 
if  five  countries  had  a  strong  shot  at  the 
Cup:  Hong  Kong,  Britain,  Australia, 
Ireland,  and  the  U.S.A. 

In  the  first  race  Hong  Kong  pulled  in¬ 
to  a  good  lead  with  a  spectacular  3rd, 
4th,  and  5th  team  effort.  In  the  second 
inshore  race  the  Irish  team  pulled  close 
by  taking  a  1st  and  a  2nd  with  two  new 
hot  Ron  Holland  designs  —  Golden  Ap¬ 
ple  of  the  Sun  and  Regardless  —  known 
as  ‘son  of  Imp’.  The  U.S.  was  hanging 
in  at  second  place,  with  Willi waw  and 
Aries  doing  well.  The  top  five  teams 
were  sailing  true  to  form. 

The  third  race  was  the  Channel  Race, 


the  middle  distance  ocean  race  that 
counts  double.  Taft  says  that  if  you  can 
stay  in  the  top  15  for  the  three  inshore 
races  and  score  well  in  the  double  and 
triple  weighted  Channel  and  Fastnet 
Races,  you’re  sure  to  do  well.  Imp  had 
been  averaging  about  15th,  but  came 
though  in  the  Channel  race  with  a  good 
4th.  After  the  next  inshore  race,  the 
relative  fleet  positions  stood  about  the 
same. 

As  normally  is  the  case,  the  Fastnet 
would  really  decide  how  the  countries 
would  finish.  Going  into  the  Fastnet  the 
leading  Irish  team  was  hoping  for  light 
air,  the  conditions  in  which  they  had 
been  untouchable.  The  U.S.  in  second 
would  settle  for  moderate  winds.  The 
third  place  Australian  team  wanted  it  to 
blow  like  stink. 

As  we  all  know,  it  howled,  knocking 
all  three  Irish  team  boats  out  of  the  race 
and  the  Cup.  Imp  led  the  way  for  the 
U.S.  team  with  a  5th,  but  Aries  had 
stumbled  to  a  28th  and  Williwaw  finish¬ 
ed  a  medicore  15th.  As  a  result  the 
Australians,  taking  4th,  9th,  and  11th, 
leap-frogged  over  the  U.S.  to  take  the 
Cup  for  their  second  time.  They  got 
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their  weather  —  more  than  they  really 
wanted  —  but  nevertheless  made  the 
most  of  it.  The  U.S.  was  second,  and 
the  U.S.  ‘B’  team,  made  up  of  Califor¬ 
nia  skippers  Tom  Blackaller,  Dick 
Deaver,  and  Dennis  Durgan  —  and  of¬ 
ficially  sailing  as  the  Italian  team  moved 
up  to  3rd. 

The  top  scoring  individual  boat  in  the 
competition  was  an  English  boat,  Ec- 
clipse,  a  Doug  Peterson  designed 
39-footer,  built  and  sailed  by  Jeremy 
Rogers.  Second  was  the  Ed  Dubois  3A 
rig  Police  Car  from  Australia.  The 
redoubtable  Imp  was  a  fine  3rd,  and 
with  the  Fastnet  closed  out  a  fabled  rac¬ 
ing  career  under  the  ownership  of  Dave 
Allen.  As  planned,  she  has  been  put  up 
for  sale  in  England. 

THE  FUTURE 

And  so  the  1979  Admiral’s  Cup  and 
Fastnet  Race  are  history,  darkened  by 
the  deaths  of  15  competitors.  Will  the 
deaths  and  damage  to  boats  change  the 
Fastnet?  Steve  Taft  thinks  it  already  has. 
“As  of  now,  the  Fastnet  Race  is  incor¬ 
rectly  /  perceived  by  millions  as  the 
toughest  ocean  race  in  the  world.” 


The  crews  of  the  boats  that  did  make  the  Plymouth 
finish  line,  wind  down  after  the  race. 


Syd  'We  are  used  to  weather  like  this  in  Australia’  Fischer,  hold  the  Admiral’s  Cup  Trophy  for  the  winning 
Australian  team  of  “Ragamuffin",  “Police  Car”,  and  “Impetuous”.  The  boats  were  designed  by  Peterson, 
Dubois,  and  Holland,  respectively. 


Steve  feels  that  the  attention  given  the 
race  will  attract  more  competitors  than 
ever  to  the  Fastnet  and  ocean  racing  in 
general.  Skip  Allan  said  the  race  is  truly 
a  classic,  and  while  there  are  some  safe¬ 
ty  improvements  that  might  be  made,  it 
should  pretty  much  be  left  alone.  Both 
Skip  and  Steve  expressed  the  fear  that 
uninformed  outsiders  might  somehow 
feel  compelled  to  regulate  a  sport  they 
know  nothing  about. 

But  it  looks  like  that  probably  won’t 
happen.  An  editorial  in  the  London 
Daily  Mail  read  as  follows:  “At  such  an 
emotional  moment,  the  staunch  good 
sense  of  Mr.  John  Nott,  [Trade  Minster 
in  charge  of  safety]  is  to  be  valued  .  .  . 
he  makes  clear  his  view  that  it  is  not  the 
job  of  Government  to  regulate  ocean 


races.  He  acknowledges  that  the  risk  of 
tragedy  is  inseparable  from  the  desire  of 
man  to  pit  his  courage  and  skill  against 
the  elements.  He  hopes  the  Fastnet 
Race  will  continue  to  be  run  in  coming 
years.  And  so  does  the  Daily  Mail .” 

POSTSCRIPT 

Skip  Allan  wanted  our  readers  to 
know  that  there  was  one  heart-warming ' 
bit  of  news  to  the  Fastnet.  The  news  was 
that  a  56-ft  pilot  cutter,  built  in  Le  Havre 
in  1913,  was  able  to  make  it  through  the 
rotten  Fastnet  weather.  What  makes  it 
interesting  is  that  vessel  is  the  Jolie 
Brise,  winner  of  the  very  first  Fastnet 
Race  in  1925.  She  won  three  Fastnets 
in  six  years  —  a  record  yet  to  be  match¬ 
ed. 


IN 

MEMORY 


This  is  the  Parish  of  St.  Andrew  of 
Plymouth,  where  the  memorial  ser¬ 
vice  was  held  for  those  who  did  not 
return  from  the  Fastnet.  Many  of 
those  who  raced  filled  the  church  and 
recited  the  hymn  printed  below.  It 
was  a  somber  day  in  ocean  racing. 


FOR  THOSE  AT  SEA 

W.  Whiting 

i  ETERNAL  Father,  strong  to  save, 

Whose  arm  hath  bound  the  restless  wave. 
Who  bidd’st  the  mighty  ocean  deep 
Its  own  appointed  limits  keep : 

O  hear  us  when  we  cry  to  thee 
For  those  in  peril  on  the  sea. 


3  O  Holy  Spirit,  who  didst  brood. 
Upon  the  waters  dark  and  rude. 

And  bid  their  an£  ry  tumult  cease, 
And  give,  for  wild  confusion,  peace : 
O  hear  us  when  we  cry  to  thee 
For  those  in  peril  on  die  sea. 


2  O  Christ,  whose  voice  the  waters  heard 
And  hushed  their  raging  at  thy  word, 
Who  walkedst  on  the  foaming  deep. 
And  calm  amid  the  storm  didst  sleep: 
O  hear  us  when  we  cry  to  thee 
For  those  in  peril  on  the  sea. 


4  O  Trinity  of  love  and  power. 

Our  brethren  shield  *n  danger’s  hour; 
From  rock  and  tempest,  fire  and  foe, 
Protect  them  wheresoe’er  they  go : 

Thus  evermore  shall  rise  to  thee 
Glad  hymns  of  praise  from  land  and  sea. 
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Windsurfing 

the  ultimate 
sailing  experience 


Windsurfing  Marin 

Lessons  &  Sales 
wetsuits  provided 

Ted  McKown 
383-1226 


LANDFALL  39’  CUTTER 

MORE  BOAT  FOR  LESS! 

Sailaway 

$59,000 

Call  or  write  for  Specification 
and  Appointment 
to  see  Boat 

OCEANIC 
YACHT 
SALES 

759  Orkney  Ave. 

Santa  Clara  95050 
(408)  988-1173 


10  98  7  6  54  32  1  0 


ALSO  AVAILABLE 


Complete  Marine  Supplies  at  Affordable  Prices 

CHECK  AROUND,  THEN  CALL  US 

IYachtcraft  Kit  Boats  34’  to  44’ 

South  wind  32’  KH  Boats 


Boat  Building  Supplies  — Repairs— Boat  Building  Space 


909  ELIZABETH  ST.,  ALVISO,  CA  95002  (408)  263-1453 


€U»Cr§llLVIER  SAILS 

ALAMEDA. 


Following  an  amiable  seven 
year  apprenticeship  with 
San  Francisco’s  foremost 
sailmaker,  Mark  Heckman 
is  pleased  to 
announce  the  opening 
of  his  own 
loft  across  the 
Bay. 

'  We  invite  you 
to  share  in 
an  opening 
celebration  by 
offering  a 
special  10% 
discount  in 
September 
on  el! 
new  sails 
and 

repairs. 


2517  BLANDING  AVENUE  at  stone  boat  yard 
ALAMEDA,  CA  94501 
(415)  521-7755 
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CARAVAN  IN  THE  CARIBBEAN 


It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  we  must  announce  that  this  is  the  final  of  three 
episodes  of  ‘Caravan  in  the  Caribbean’.  There  are  no  more.  However,  we  do 
hope  to  pry  more  tales  of  the  sea  and  sailors  from  Jan  as  soon  as  possible. 


There  is  one  island  in  the  British  Virgins,  located  about  40 
miles  NE  of  St.  Thomas  and  8  miles  East  of  Virgin  Gorda, 
where  the  charter  boats  never  go.  This  is  the  low,  atoll-like 
Island  of  Anegada  which  is  the  windwardmost  island  in  the 
Virgin  chain.  It  is  9  miles  long,  completely  enclosed  by  a  bar¬ 
rier  reef  and,  extending  about  10  miles  from  it’s  eastern  tip  is 
the  treacherous  Horse  Shoe  Reef  upon  which  over  200  ships 
have  foundered  since  Columbus’  time,  including  galleons 
carrying  diamonds  and  bullion,  according  to  the  “Treasure 
Diver’s  Guide.”  The  chart  claims  that  Anegada  is  30  feet  high, 
but  they  must  have  been  measuring  from  the  top  of  one  of  the 
islands  two  palm  trees.  In  bad  weather,  it  is  said  that  the  island 
is  completely  obscured.  Horse  Shoe  Reef  and  the  weather 
side  of  the  barrier  reef  are  exposed  to  the  full  fetch  of  the 
Atlantic  Ocean..  The  .outer  edge  .of  the  reef  continually  breaks, 
while  inside  there  are  coral  paddies  scattering  thickly,  just 
barely  breaking  the  surface.  It  is  a  navigator’s  nightmare,  and 
to  illustrate  my  point  further,  I  offer  these  exerpts  from  the 
British  Admiralty  Chart:  “numerous  coral  heads,  ground 
swell  breaks  here,  always  breaking,  breaks  heavily,  generally 
breaks,  wk  wk  wk  conspic  wk  .  .  .  The  White  Horse  (heap  of 
dead  coral,  3  feet  high)  .  .  .  etc.  The  entire  area  is  completely 
unlit.  I  understand  that  long  ago  when  the  Danes  owned  the 
islands,  casualties  became  so  great  that  the  Danish  Govern¬ 
ment  placed  navigation  lights  at  strategic  points  on  the  reef. 
However,  the  citizens  of  Anegada  soon  discovered  that  by 
moving  the  lights,  beachcombing  became  much  more  in¬ 
teresting.  Today,  Anegada  is  attractive  only  to  native  lobster 
fishermen  (about  250  live  there)  and  even  the  B.W.I.  Tourish 
Bureau  doesn’t  recommend  it,  other  than  to  say  that  there  are 
pink  flamingoes  in  Anegada’s  salt  ponds.  The  whole  area  was 
summed  up  best  by  a  St.  Thomas  friend  of  ours:  “It’s  a  bad¬ 
ass  place,  man.” 

Whenever  Commodore  would  ask  me  where  I’d  like  to  go 
on  our  week  off  following  the  charter  season,  naturally  I 
would  say:  “Anegada.”  Treasure  hunting  had  always  appeal¬ 
ed  to  me  since  I  come  from  a  long  line  of  gold-diggers.  My 
father  was  a  weekend  gold-panner  and  I  have  a  paternal  un¬ 
cle  who,  with  his  $200  Metal  Detector,  is  detecting  all  the 
buried  beer  cans  in  Butte  County.  I  suggested  a  diving  excur¬ 
sion,  proposed  that  we  invite  the  local  scuba  expert,  Red 
Raisch,  his  wife  Sherry,  and  all  his  diving  equipment.  Red 
was  wildly  enthusiastic  over  the  idea  and  so,  in  about  mid- 
March,  plans  began  to  firm  up  for  the  Anegada  Expedition 
which  was  to  take  place  following  our  release  from  bondage, 
the  second  week  in  April.  Every  evening  when  we  were  in 
port,  Red  would  stop  by  after  conducting  his  Kon  Tiki  Diving 
School  all  day,  full  of  plans  and  hearsay  on  Anegada’s 
treasures.  Soon  our  treasure  map  was  brimming  with  riches. 
We  had  locations  plotted  for  17  cannons,  several  wrecks, 
beaches  where  gold  coins  could  be  gathered  up  (following  a 
strong  north  wind,)  as  well  as  the  wreck  of  the  first  Ondine 
(black,  wooden  53’  yawl)  which  hit  the  NE  corner  of  Anegada 
about  5  years  ago.  Ondine  had  an  8  ton  keel  (16,000  lbs.  @ 
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10  per  lb.)  however,  it  was  said  to  be  unsalvageable  because 
it  had  broken  off  at  the  edge  of  the  reef  while  the  rest  of  the 
hull  had  been  thrown  over  into  shallow  water.  Very  soon 
Commodore  and  Red  drifted  away  completely  into  fantasy. 
They  were  having  long,  serious  discussions  on  such  problems 
as:  “How  much  of  a  cut  should  we  give  to  Carton?”  “How 
can  we  get  17  cannons  aboard  without  scratching  the  var¬ 
nish?”  Red:  “What  shall  we  do  about  British  Customs?”  Com¬ 
modore:  “I  should  think  that  the  ‘International  Salvage  Code’ 
would  apply  in  this  case  .  .  .  Finders  Keepers.”  “Should  we 
donate  a  few  pieces  to  the  Smithsonian  Institute?”  “Naw,  sell 
it  all.” 

A  few  days  before  sailing,  we  began  to  collect  gear  and 
equipment  and  the  pier  was  piled  high  with  lumber,  chain 
hoist,  crow  bars  etc.,  which  Red  had  scrounged.  But,  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  the  expedition  would  need  some  capital  backing 
and  a  few  trips  to  the  hardware  store.  Red  rented  a  com¬ 
pressor  for  $50.  Commodore  bought  $20  worth  of  plywood, 
then  went  back  for  hacksaw  blades  and  blocks.  The  whole 
thing  was  getting  out  of  hand,  dollar-wise.  When  I  would 
murmer  a  protest,  Commodore  would  look  at  me  scornfully 
and  say  something  like  “When  we  find  the  treasure  chest,  do 
you  think  we  should  throw  it  back  for  lack  of  equipment?” 
The  eve  of  the  expedition,  we  loaded  everything  aboard,  us¬ 
ing  our  mizzen  boom  to  swing  aboard  the  heavy  items.  The 
compressor  was  mounted  handsomely  on  top  of  the  stern 
davits.  Passersby  began  to  stop,  stare  and  point.  A  few  of  the 
bolder  ones  asked  what  we  were  doing.  “We’re  going  on  a 
treasure  hunt,  of  course.”  Most  thought  we  were  mad,  but  a 
large  contingent  of  the  yacht  skippers  remarked  that  they  sure 
wished  they  could  go  with  us,  but  would  never  think  of  taking 
their  own  boats. 

About  8  a.m.,  April  9,  “Treasure  Diver’s  Guide”  in  hand 
and  Red’s  husky  Tortola  skiff  towing  astern,  we  steamed  out 
of  Charlotte  Amalie  harbor  amid  cries  of  “Don’t  forget  to  bring 
me  a  bag  of  gold  doubloons,  haw  haw.”  After  customs  clear¬ 
ances,  we  went  straight  to  Gorda  Sound,  anchoring  there 
about  3:00  p.m.,  where  Commodore  and  I  were  to  be  given 
scuba  lessons.  (Sherry  does  not  dive.)  We  caught  on  quickly, 
although  I  had  a  problem  with  too  much  buoyancy.  Com¬ 
modore  dropped  a  5  lb.  lead  weight  in  the  back  of  my  pants 
and  I  sank  straight  to  the  bottom.  Sometimes  I  think  1  should 
quit  nagging.  The  next  morning,  we  set  out  around  Saba 
Rock  in  a  pass  about  6  ft.  deep  where  only  Caravan  and  a  few 
other  shallow  draft  boats  can  go.  I  was  sent  to  the  main 
spreader  as  lookout.  Red  followed,  settling  on  the  stbd  side  of 
the  spreader.  As  soon  as  we  got  into  deeper  water,  Caravan 
began  to  pitch  and  roll  violently  ajnd  we  were  hanging  on  for 
dear  life.  Commodore  said  1  couldn’t  come  down  until  I  had 
sighted  The  Invisibles,  a  nasty  clump  of  rock  3  ft.  below  the 
surface.  A  big  needle  fish  suddenly  scampered  across  the 
water,  and  oh,  what  was  chasing  it  ...  an  enormous  bar¬ 
racuda!!!  I  was  all  for  going  home.  Red  had  counseled  that 
wherever  there  are  coral  reefs  immediately  adjacent  to  deep 


Jan  Tompkins 


Commodore  Tompkins 
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We  had  locations  plotted  for 
17  cannons,  several  wrecks, 
and  beaches  where  gold  coins 
could  be  gathered  up  .  .  . 


Jan  and  daughter  in  Mill  Valley,  far  from  the  Caribbean. 


water  (example:  Horse  Shoe  Reef)  there  will  be  big  fish.  (We 
had  seen  barracuda  3-4  ft.  long  in  tame  charter  boat  waters 
and  they  had  seemed  friendly  enough  despite  that  toothy 
lear.)  Red’s  theory  was  that  fear  waves  traveling  in  lateral  lines 
from  a  swimmer,  will  incite  a  shark  to  attack.  His  advice:  “Ex¬ 
ude  confidence.”  Well,  1  had  never  seen  a  barracuda  so  big  or 
so  fast  and  I  couldnT  even  exude  confidence  (laterally)  way 
up  there  on  the  mast.  Finally,  we  passed  The  Invisibles  and  I 
began  inching  my  way  down.  Red  is  getting  on  for  a  diver  and 
running  rapidly  to  fat.  He  is  not  nearly  so  agile  in  the  air  as  he 
is  in  the  water,  so  1  started  down  first.  When  I  had  struggled 
about  half  way  down,  I  saw  that  Commodore  had  given  the 
wheel  to  Sherry  and  was  running  forward  to  help  me  —  my 
hero  — ,my  knight  —  in  my  hour  of  need  he  was  coming  — 
he  was  on  the  bottom  rung,  climbing  fast  —  he’s  almost  here. 
“Are  you  allright,  Red?”  he  shouted  as  he  practically  stepped 
on  my  hand  to  get  past  me.  Later,  he  righteously  explained  “I 
knew  yo'u  wouldn’t  have  any  trouble,  but  old  lard-ass  Raisch 
looked  like  he  was  going  to  squeeze  the  mast  in  two.” 

About  a  half  hour  later,  the  sea  smoothed  down  somewhat 
and  we  knew  there  were  reefs  to  weather  of  us.  The  first  ob¬ 
ject  we  saw  was  a  wrecked  freighter.  Then  we  sighted  the 
White  Horse,  although  there  were  2  other  similar  heaps  of 
dead  coral  about  3  feet  high  not  charted.  (Last  survey  1937.) 

I  returned  to  my  perch  on  the  spreader.  This  time,  Red  did 
not  follow,  but  stationed  himself  on  the  bowsprit.  The  view 
from  the  masthead  was  chilling.  There  was  surf  on  two  sides 
of  us,  the  white  line  extending  on  our  port  side  to  the  horizon 
where  a  low  hazy  scrub  indicated  the  island  of  Anegada.  As 
far  as  I  could  see  inside  the  surf  line  were  brownish-yellow 
coral  heads.  They  were  from  10  to  75  feet  across,  semi¬ 
circular,  and  the  larger  ones  had  centers  which  were  awash, 
and  at  low  tide,  giant  pieces  of  dead  coral  resembling  logs  and 
branches  would  appear.  (At  first,  we  thought  they  were  all 
cannons.)  The  ocean  looked  like  it  had  a  bad  case  of  yellow 
ringworms.  Commodore  asked  from  below  “How  does  it 
look,  Jan?”  “It  looks  like  a  bad-ass  place,  mon.” 

There  were  a  few  advantages  to  the  place.  There  was  no 
surge  inside  the  outer  edge  of  the  reef  and  the  water  was  so 
clear,  that  it  was  possible  to  maneuver  around  the  heads  in 
daylight.  However,  it  was  much  too  deep  to  anchor  between 
the  heads  and  no  swinging  room  if  you  could.  We  had  a 
steady  NE  wind,  10-15.  With  me  at  the  masthead,  Red  on 
the  bowsprit  and  Sherry  midway  relaying  directions  to  the 
helmsman,  Commodore,  we  weaved  our  way  to  a  point 
where  East  Point  on  Anegada,  Pajaro  Pt.  on  Gorda  and 
White  Horse  lined  up  a  certain  way  which  was  our  first 
treasure  site  —  “9  cannons,  some  of  them  bronze.”  Com¬ 
modore  inched  Caravan  up  to  a  coral  head  and  dropped  the 
anchor  on  it  in  3  feet.  She  fetched  up  nicely.  When  the 
engine  was  turned  off,  we  felt  rather  desolated.  There  was  not 
another  boat  in  sight  and  no  sound  at  all,  except  the  booming 
of  the  surf.  A  shark  was  cruising  in  the  shallows  of  a  nearby 
coral  head,  waggling  his  dorsal  fin  at  us.  We  decided  to  have 
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lunch.  After  lunch,  nobody,  including  Red,  felt  like  swimming 
—  even  the  “Buddy  system.”  The  Treasure  Diver’s  Guide 
recommends  the  buddy  system  because  .  .  .  “You  have  a 
50/50  chance  that  the  shark  will  eat  the  other  guy  instead  of 
you.”  We  decided  that  we  could  spot  cannons  just  as  well  by 
dragging  besides  the  skiff.  Commodore  and  Red  took  turns 
dragging  with  snorkels  and  face  plates  while  Sherry  and  I 
peered  at  the  bottom  with  a  view  plate.  Horse  Shoe’s  bottom 
is  the  most  beautiful  underwater  sight  I  have  ever  seen.  It  is 
the  salt  water  equivalent  of  Puerto  Rico’s  rain  forest. 
Everything  is  enormous  and  wild.  In  three  hours  scanning,  we 
did  not  see  a  single  beercan.  The  conspic.  wk  was  the  Greek 
freights,  Rokus,  with  a  cargo  of  horse,  bones.  Not  a  sign  of 
diamonds  or  bullion.  No  cannons  either.  All  we  found  were 
the  biggest,  toothiest,  meanest  looking  sharks  outside  of 
Hollywood,  California. 

We  had  to  get  out  of  there  early  before  the  sun  slanted, 
obscuring  our  view  of  the  bottom.  We  hoped  to  find  a  safe  an¬ 
chorage  for  the  night  near  the  island.  This  took  us  to  our  next 
site  —  “Look  for  a  small  coral  head  in  the  shape  of  a  J”  —  5 
cannons.  Wh,en  you  look  at  them  long  enough,  they  all  look 
like  J’s.  We  anchored  for  the  night  about  IV2  miles  from  the 
island  in  about  10  feet  of  water  between  wider  spaced  coral 
heads.  The  next  morning,  we  decided  to  try  another  ap¬ 
proach  —  ask  the  natives  point  blank  where  the  treasure  is. 
Red,  Sherry  and  I  outboarded  over  to  the  settlement  while 
Commodore  minded  the  boat.  We  tied  up  at  the  “town  dock” 
in  2  feet  of  water  and  there  was  the  lovely  hamlet  of  Anegada 
spread  out  before  us.  No  roads,  just  paths  between  hovels. 
To  say  that  they  looked  like  outhouses  would  be  un¬ 
reasonable  flattery.  The  town  is  fronted  by  a  muddy 
mangrove  swamp.  There  are  no  stores,  no  shade.  The 
ground  is  perfectly  flat  with  a  concrete-like  coral  surface  doted 
with  potholes  containing  brackish,  stagnant  water.  A  thorny 
scrub  covers  most  of  the  island.  Truly  it  is  a  “Pimple  on  the  ass 
of  the  British  Empire”  as  Commodore  was  later  to  remark. 
There  was  a  teenage  boy  named  Allen  working  on  a  careened 
boat  at  the  waterfront.  He  was  very  friendly,  although  ob¬ 
viously  ignorant  of  the  more  important  things  in  life.  He  didn’t 
know  a  thing  about  cannons,  bullion,  ingots,  gold  coins, 
diamonds.  He  even  denied  the  flamingoes.  He  said  there  us¬ 
ed  to  be  one  flamingo,  but  it  flew  away.  He  said  he  knew 
where  the  Ondine  wreck  was,  and  for  $3.50  and  a  chocolate 
ice  cream  cone,  he  agreed  to  take  us  there  in  our  skiff.  On¬ 
dine  is  about  3V2  miles  from  the  settlement  and  to  reach  her, 
you  must  pass  through  about  a  mile  of  shallows,  2-3  ft.  deep. 
While  enroute  in  this  area,  we  saw  two  white  sharks  and  a 
giant  ray  —  so  don’t  think  you’re  safe  in  shallow  water.  After 
rounding  East  Point,  we  saw  Ondine’s  bow  section  and  part 
of  her  deck  lying  on  the  beach.  We  traveled  about  a  mile  fur¬ 
ther  through  coral  heads  and  shallows  and,  midway  between 
the  outer  reef  and  the  shore,  Allen  cqt  the  outboard  and 
pointed  to  a  red  object  in  the  water.  There  was  Ondine’s  bot¬ 
tom  in  about  5  feet  of  water  leaning  against  a  coral  head. 


I  think  the  International 
Salvage  Code’  would  apply  in 
this  case  .  .  .  Finders,  Keepers! 


Raising  treasure. 
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Allen  said  it  had  been  washed  in  during  the  last  hurricane. 
Red  and  I  were  over  the  side  in  a  flash  with  snorkles  and 
faceplates.  Red  scraped  away  some  of  the  paint  on  the  very 
bottom  with  his  knife  and  there  appeared  beautiful,  gleaming, 
silvery,  10c  per  lb.  lead  —  16,000  lbs.  of  10c  per  lb.  lead.  We 
happily  paddled  around  our  prize,  taking  rough  measure¬ 
ments  and  giggling  (my  faceplate  only  leaks  when  I  laugh.)  It 
was  about  14  ft.  long,  12  inches  wide,  and  25  inches  deep  in 
the  middle.  We  had  found  Anegada’s  treasure  —  $1,600 
f.o.b.  St.  Thomas. 

The  next  day  we  were  able  to  get  Caravan  to  within  IV2 
miles  of  the  keel,  inside  the  barrier  reef.  The  locals  said  no 
one  had  ever  anchored  there  before.  She  was  snug  with  two 
bow  anchors  and  plenty  of  scope  in  7  feet  of  water.  Then  we 
loaded  the  skiff  and  salvage  operations  got  underway.  At  first, 
we  kept  a  shark  watch,  but  soon  gotvso  involved  in  the  project 
that  we  didn’t  bother  anymore.  For  three  days,  sun-up  to 
sunset,  Red  and  Commodore  worked  stripping  the  dead- 
wood,  sawing  through  keel  bolts,  flooping  the  keel  over, 
standing  it  upright  (with  chain  hoist  and  A  frame  made  out  of 
two  2  x  4’s,)  propping  it  in  place.  I  performed  some  surgical 
nurse  type  duties:  “HACKSAW”  —  “hacksaw,”  “AX”  — 
“ax,”  “CROWBAR”  —  “crowbar”,  etc.  Also,  one  day  I  tried 
to  re-locate  all  the  sea  urchins  out  of  the  work  area  with  the 
long  handled  tongs,  but  they  just  walked  right  back  again. 
Essentially,  it  was  a  man’s  job  and  Sherry  and  I  had  lots  of 
free  time  for  beachcombing.  Anegada’s  NE  shore  is  the  best 
beachcombing  territory  I  have  ever  seen.  In  addition  to 
millions  of  shells,  glass  balls  which  drift  in  from  Portugal 
(Sherry  and  I  collected  80  plus  a  lot  of  lovely  bottles)  the 
beach  is  littered  with  wreckage  of  ships  of  all  sizes  and  ages. 
Some  of  Anegada’s  legends  must  be  true.  What  fine  treasures 
must  lie  outside  the  reef  in  13  fathoms?  At  night,  after  return¬ 
ing  to  the  mother  ship  with  her  hot  showers  and  comforts,  we 
would  sit  at  the  galley  table,  planning  and  sketching  the  rais¬ 


ing  phase  of  the  project.  Commodore  figured  that  it  would 
take  250  cubic  feet  of  buoyancy  to  lift  the  keel.  The  plan  was 
to  sink  3  dinghies  (we  would  have  to  rent  two  from  the  settle¬ 
ment)  placed  so  that  there  was  a  dinghy  on  either  side  of  the 
keel  and  one  was  over  the  stern  section  of  the  keel,  bail  them 
out  and  theoretically,  the  lead  would  be  afloat.  To  get  out  of 
the  particular  reefy  area  it  was  in,  the  lead  could  draw  no 
more  than  3  feet.  We  would  have  to  float  it  at  high  tide  the 
IV2  miles  to  Caravan.  Caravan  would  then  tow  it  out  to  deep 
water.  It  would  be  sunk  and  with  Red’s  scuba  gear  and 
Caravan’s  big  winches,  we  would  raise  it  flush  against 
Caravan’s  bottom.  Then,  only  5  inches  or  so  below  our  lines, 
we  would  triumphantly  sail  back  to  St.  Thomas  and  the  lead 
market. 

AfteTtwo  days  of  work  on  the  keel,  we  began  to  get  into  the 
greedy  spirit  of  the  thing.  “Why  should  we  split  with  Carton, 
anyway?  He’s  only  providing  the  boat.”  Me:  “Don’t  you  think 
we  ought  to  share  with  the  natives?  After  all,  it  is  their  lead 
and  they  helped  us  find  it.”  Commodore:  “Screw  the 
natives.” 

Actually,  the  natives  couldn’t  have  carqd  less.  They 
thought  we  were  crazy  anyway  —  sitting  on  a  big  yacht  full  of 
gleaming  treasures  and  ice  cream,  slaving  away  at  a  hunk  of 
worthless  metal.  And,  getting  into  the  water!!!!  (The  “jumbies” 
enter  the  head  through  the  rain  drops,  you  know,  causing  the 
dread  “brain  fever.”)  We  were  also  beginning  to  look  like 
fugitives  from  the  Sierra  Madre  set,  except  that  Sherry  and  I 
had  no  makeup  artist  to  smear  dirt  provocatively  around. 
Red’s  face  was  pink  and  blistered  beneath  my  coolie  hat  he 
had  borrowed.  One  afternoon  after  I  had  been  beachcomb¬ 
ing,  swimming,  sea  urchin  moving  all  day,  Red  glanced  at  me 
quizzically  and  asked:  “Is  that  hair  or  worms?” 

After  three  days,  the  keel  was  in  position  to  go.  Com¬ 
modore  and  Red  started  off  to  the  village  to  rent  some 
dinghies, -taking  with  them  the  entire  contents  of  our  safe  — 
$25.00.  For  $18.00  and  two  chocolate  ice  cream  cones,  they 
were  able  to  get  (free  delivery  to  our  stbd  side),  two  small 
rickety  barges  and  one  rusty  saw.  If  we  broke  the  saw,  it  was 
agreed,  that  we  would  pay  $2.00  more.  One  of  the  barge 
owners  remarked  that  he  needed  the  money  to  pay  his 
“taxes.”  We  were  curious  what  the  tax  rate  could  be  in  such  a 
Godforsaken,  unimprovable  hole. 

Well,  there  was  his  Winchester  rifle  —  he  owed  $3.50  for 
that.  And  then  there  was  the  house.  The  British  Queen 
demanded  $31.75  per  annum  for  the  house. 

Meanwhile,  back  at  the  keel  —  we  set  out  from  Caravan  in 
a  long  procession  —  Red  steering  the  skiff,  Sherry  handling 
the  two  lines,  Commodore  and  I  poling  the  two  barges  over 
the  coral  heads,  our  little  pram  trailing  behind.  We  assembled 
the  “lifting  rig”  according  to  plan .  The  only  problem  was  that 
the  two  barges  sprung  gigantic  leaks  when  we  tried  to  bail 
them  out  and  started  to  disintegrate.  The  lead  moved  1  inch 
up  and  the  barges  sank.  The  sun  sank  also  about  this  time  and 
we  had  to  finish  up  in  the  dark.  We  anchored  the  dinghies  for 
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the  night  and  started  blindly  back  in  the  direction  of  Caravan. 
Every  few  minutes,  we  would  bo  aground  and  have  to  drag 
the  skiff  over  the  coral  head.  We  were  morose  and  defeated. 
All  we  had  to  show  for  our  6  days  in  Anegada  was  a  sailbag 
full  of  glass  balls,  a  few  bronze  screws  and  Ondine’s  mainmast 
step.  The  next  morning,  we  returned  the  dinghies  and  for  two 
pieces  of  dacron  line,  1  can  of  paint  and  1  bottle  of  rum,  the 
owners  agreed  to  overlook  the  damage  to  their  boats. 

That  night  we  slept  peacefully  tied  to  a  mooring  can  at 
Marina  Cay.  Next  day,  we  set  off  for  White  Bay,  Jost  Van 
Dyke  to  check  out  our  last  site  on  our  so-called  treasure  chart. 
A  cannon  reportedly  nestled  in  the  sand  there  in  4  feet  of 
water.  This  is  another  place  where  very  few  boats  go  because 
there  is  a  very  shallow  entrance  (6  feet)  between  the  reefs. 
We  had  been  there  twice  before.  We  arrived  about  noon,  had 
a  leisurely  lunch  immediately  after  anchoring.  Then,  after 
lunch,  we  started  half-heartedly  swimming  around,  not  really 
expecting  to  find  anything.  Commodore  found  a  peculiar, 
coral  encrusted  thing  sticking  out  of  the  sand,  stuck  a  crowbar 
in  the  hole  and  sure  enough,  it  was  a  cannon  —  an  iron  nine- 
pounder.  After  tugging  at  8  tons,  a  V2  ton  cannon  was  a  snap. 
We  only  had  to  sink  one  dinghy  to  float  it,  swam  it  back  to 
Caravan  where  it  was  winched  up  with  two  lines  (Com¬ 
modore  called  this  rope  trick  a  Spanish  Burton)  to  the  stbd 
side  of  the  bowsprit.  When  it  was  lashed  into  position, 
Caravan  took  on  a  very  war-like  appearance.  The  whole 
salvage  operation,  including  time  out  for  picture  taking,  took 
two  hours  and  we  were  back  in  St.  Thomas  by  sundown, 
lowering  our  cannon  on  the  city  front  (practically  on  the 
doorstep  of  the  Customs  House)  for  all  of  our  waterfront 
skeptics  to  gape  at.  Our  cannon  was  5’8”  long,  and  according 
to  the  “Treasure  Diver’s  Guide,”  by  the  off-center  position  of 
the  trunions,  it  was  vintage  1760-1840,  probably  British.  It 
had  several  bands  around  it,  but  we  couldn’t  tell  without  chip¬ 
ping  all  the  coral  off,  if  there  were  any  dates  or  inscriptions. 
By  early  the  next  morning,  Red  had  found  a  customer  for  our 
cannon.  I  hated  to  sell  it  less  than  24  hours  after  we  had 
found  it,  but  it  was  beginning  to  smell  and  cannon  buyers 
don’t  come  along  every  day.  We  took  the  cannon  in  Red’s 
truck  to  the  home  of  the  new  owner  overlooking  Pillsbury 
Sound.  I  though  he  might  back  out  when  he  saw  and  smelled 
ail  that  coral  and  muck,  but  he  proudly  mounted  it  so  it  was 
sighting  down  his  driveway  and  wrote  out  a  check  for  $250. 
A  nightclub  owner  offered  to  buy  the  glass  balls  for  75c 
apiece.  The  expedition  realized  a  net  profit  of  about  $80  — 
not  bad  for  amateurs  —  the  real  pros  lose  thousands.  We 
were  apparently  too  obvious  for  the  customs  people.  They 
must  have  been  off  chasing  sneaky  types,  because  they  never 
bothered  us.  Now  everyone  in  the  harbor  is  making  plans  to 
salvage  the  Ondine  keel  and  there  are  many  methods  propos¬ 
ed:  saw  it  up  (it  has  two  futile  saw  cuts  on  it  already  from  the 
Caravan  Expedition;)  jack  it  up  and  melt  it  into  pigs;  float  it  off 
with  barrels;  drag  it  to  the  beach  and  boil  it  up  —  and  many 
others.  But,  I  would  be  willing  to  wager  that  Anegada  will 


keep  her  treasure  for  many  more  years  to  come. 

We  departed  St.  Thomas  for  the  last  time  on  April  22. 
There  were  many  sad  people  that  day  watching  their  hot 
showers  and  soda  fountain  steam  out  the  harbor.  We  stopped 
at  San  Juan  to  let  off  our  overnight  crew  and  visit  some 
friends.  They  we  sailed  with  crew  to  Nassau,  a  dull,  motorsail¬ 
ing  ride.  At  Nassau,  the  candidate  for  the  next  captain  of 
Caravan,  Thor  Jensen,  joined  us.  There  is  nothing  notable 
about  our  5  day  stay  in  Nassau  except  that  we  looked  up  the 
widow  of  Wanderbird’s  old  bosun,  William  Palmer.  We  found 
Mrs.  Palmer  in  a  little  house  at  Burial  Ground  Corner.  She  is 
blind  and  very  frail  —  wavers  between  reality  and  religious 
fantasy.  At  first  she  though  Commodore  was  Jesus.  How¬ 
ever,  she  had  a  remarkable  memory  for  detail  about  the 
Wanderbird  and  the  Tompkinses.  We  went  on  a  merry  trip  all 
over  the  native  section  of  Nassau  with  Mrs.  Palmer  screaming 
at  the  taxi  driver,  “Stop  here  —  honk  your  horn  —  back  up” 
etc.  etc.  to  see  all  the  skipper’s  friends  from  25-30  years  ago 
and  all  of  the  Palmer  kinfolk.  She  gave  us  many  precious  old 
photos  of  William  and  the  Wanderbird  which  we  were  thrilled 
to  acquire. 

The  trip  from  the  Bahamas  to  Morehead  City,  North 
Carolina,  was  a  drag,  but  a  fast  one  with  the  Gulf  Stream.  We 
entered  the  Waterway  at  Morehead  and  right  now  we  are  at  a 
shipyard  in  Norfolk  getting  our  generator  overhauled.  As 
soon  as  the  mechanics  get  off,  we  will  be  sailing  to  Stamford 
Conn,  where  our  peeling  topsides  will  be  repaired  for  six 
thousand  or  so.  At  that  point,  we  will  be  saying  farewell  to  our 
little  floating  (sometimes)  home  away  from  home.  Com¬ 
modore  will  probably  stay  for  the  12-meter  activity  this  sum¬ 
mer,  but  I  should  be  heading  west  (where  the  “Better  Class  of 
People”  dwell)  within  a  few  weeks. 

“You  have  nothing  to  worry  about,  Captain  Jensen. 
Everything  is  automatic.” 

—  jan  tompkins 
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SEPTEMBER  CLOSEOUTS  —  SAVINGS  UP  TO  60%! 

marine  sales  co. 


ALWAYS  THE  LOWEST  PRICES  FOR  THE  FINEST  EQUIPMENT 

Also  Sailboat  Equip.:  Barient  Forespar  Nicro  Fico,  Schaeffer,  RC  Enkes 


404  COMMANDER 
FLOAT  COAT 


The  all  purpose, 
lightweight.  Coast  Guard 
approved  boat  coat 


Colors: 

Navy  blue  with  red  stripe 
Orange  with  yellow  stripe 

Sizes: 

Mens  S.  M.  L.  XL 
Ladies  S.  M.  L 

List  $64.25 


OUR  PRICE:  $39.95 


QUALITY-SERVICE  Call  tor  Iree  catalog  on  SR  Instruments 
—  _  ■■AnilLirn  42  DIFFERENT  MODELS 

SR  MARINER  17 repeater _ _ 


MARINE  INSTRUMENTS 


DIGITAL  INSTRUMENTS  "TRIO"  INSTRUMENTS  PANEL  MOUNTS 
METER  INSTRUMENTS 


OJJH  PRICt  $625  00 

$209.95 


KT  5  0  10  KT  6  0  40 
OURPRICE  K!  7  020  Sell  Powered  $>25 

367.95  ourpRice  87.95 


Tamaya  Sextants,  walker 
logs,  calculators  —  call  for 
quotes. 


$339 


^  Standard  USA 

46  channel.  50  receive 
List  *499 
Our  Prices 

Motorola 
Nautilus  440 

Usl:  4659 
Our  Price: 


Regency  Polaris 
List:  Our  Price: 

$1 395  8945 


LORAN  C 

‘  Texas  Instruments  T9000A 
List:  $2,095 

Special:  $1,790 

SRD  dual,  New 
List:  $1,895 

Special:  $1 ,645 

Micro  Logic  120 
List:  $1,995 

Special:  $1,796 


NKES 

WINCHES 


One  iwo  and  three  speed 
Selt  tailing 

CALI  FOR  QUOTES. 


AUTO  PILOTS 

The  Benmar 
Course  Setter  21 


Halon  Fire  Extinguishers 

Automatic  and  hand  held 
also  CO,  hand  held 

CALL  FOR  QUOTES 

ftew  Sailboat  Model  Available 


HONDA 


•GENERATORS 
OUTBOARD  MOTORS 
•  FOUR  CYCLE 
Call  for  lowest  prices 


N  AU  to  LEX 

Vinyl  Flooring 
and  Decking 

Choose  deep  pile  texture  that  looks 
like  carpeting  or  wood  decking 
finish  that's  as  beautiful  as 
planking.  IN  STOCK  NOW 


ZODIAC 


OVERSTOCK 

SALE 


ALL  FOR  QUOTES 


RADAR 

JRC 

JMA  305  40  Mile 
List:  $4,495 

Our  Price:  $3,795 

FURUNO 

240  24  Mile 

List:  $3,695 

Our  Price:  $3,350 

RAYTHEON 

2600  24  Mile 

List:  $3,245 

Our  Price:'  $2,860 


Panasonic  Worldwide 
Receiver  with  digital  display. 
3-30  mhg.  $469 


Stoves 

SHIPMATE,  PRINCESS 
HILLERANGE,  KENYON 


S5M 

S7M 


4  Call 
for  Quote 


•Johnson 

.  OUTBOARDS 

KJk 


v 


$489. 

ORDER  NOW 


4  HP  $399  Elec. 

6  HP  $549 

9.9  HP  $735 


Others,  Call  for  Quotes 


KOHLER  MARINE  3  KW 
DIESEL  GENERATOR 

•  120  Volt.  62  5  AMP  Model  3R027  *  Direct 
Water  Cooling  *  Remote  Start  *  12  Volt 
Automotive  Cranking  *  Battery  Charging 

•  High  Water  Temperature  Cutout  *  Low 
Oil  Pressure  Cutout  *  Heavy  Duty  Dry  Air 
Cleaner  *  Drip  Pan  Base  *  Flexible  Con¬ 
nections  PRICE  INCLUDES:  *  Fiberglass 
Hush  Cover  •  Super  Silencer  Marine  Muf¬ 
fler  *  Ship  fo  Shore  Switch  Limited 
Stock 


ANYTHING  YOU  SEE  IN  OTHER  CATALOGS  —  WE  CAN  QUOTE!! 


marine  sales  co. 

324  LITTLEFIELD  AVE. 

SOUTH  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94080 


MONDAY-FRIDAY  9-6;  SATURDAY  8-2. 

415-871-2290 


PHONE  ORDER 

Charge  Cards  Welcome 


T0 1  FREEWAY 


SAVE  GAS 

ORDER  BY  PHONE 

VISA/M. C./  B  of  A 

CALL  COLLECT 
(415)  873-1795 

(PHONE  ORDERS  ONLY!) 


$ 


Frank  e.  Bilek 

INSURANCE  AND  BUYERS  SURVEYS 

Certified  by  the  National  Association  of  Marine  Surveyors 

nFiTA  POWER 

DELTA  (415)  232-7638  before  9:30  a.m.  SAIL 

TERRY  &  BARB  TELSON  (415)  994-7000 

“  HONEST  ENGINE” 

CLASSIC  26>  SEA  ISLANDER 

0ak'  Bronze  fastned,  lead  keel. 
Roomy,  sea  kindly  and  fast. 

Complete  Marine 

Diesel  —  Gas  —  Repair  —  Maintenance 

37  Shoal  Dr.,  Daly  City,  CA  94014 

FOR  SALE 

Columbia  32  —  1976  —  Original  owner,  perfect  condition,  8 
Barient  winches,  8  sails,  full  spinnaker  gear,  Martex  prop.,  best 
gear  available.  Low  motor  hours,  radio/speedometer/compass. 
Excellent  racer/cruiser.  Sleeps  6.  Exterior  &  interior  trim  — 
teak  —  $34,000  Evenings  (415)  435-1006. 

For  the  Best  Racing 

On  the  Bay 

And  the  World 

Contact  our  Secretary: 

The  Ultimate  One  Design  Vito  Bialla  -  30  Princess  -  Sausalito  -  94965 

SAVE  MONEY 

Versitale,  Handcrafted  14’  Fiberglass 

Bermuda-style  Pleasure  Dinghy. 

Sail/Row/Motor.  Complete  or  Finish 

Yourself.  Evenings  (415)  285-5046 

UNLIMITED  TONNAGE 

Licensed  Captain  and  Mate/Cook.  Available  for  Worldwide 
Cruise  or  Delivery.  Professional  and  Experienced. 

Please  Call  Mike  (evenings) 

(415)  771-5189 

FOR  SALE 

Venture  17-British  Seagull  outboard  motor,  trailer.  Excellent 
condition.  $2,900.00.  Call  evenings  in  San  Mateo 

(415)  345-8404  or 
(415)  573-5305 

MARINE  SURVEYOR  APPRAISER 

JACK  MACKINNON 

Call  anytime  (41 5)  276-4351 

Downwind  Designs 

custom  canvas  bags,  boat  covers,  cushions 
awnings 

Fast,  Professional  Service. 

Jane  Silva  —  200  Gate  5  Rd.,  no.  Ill,  Sausalito,  (415)  332-9593 

COLUMBIA  CHALLENGER 

24’  racer/cruiser  in  excellent  condition.  Fully  equipped  with 
two  sets  of  sails  and  tri-radial  spinnaker.  Knctmeter/iog,  com¬ 
pass,  bow  and  stern  pulpits,  life  lines,  teak  hatches,  galley 
unit,  head,  6  HP  Johnson.  Active  YRA  one-design  fleet. 
Alameda  berth.  $8,500.  (415)  921-3610  or  (415)  433-0J50 

FOR  SALE 

Genoa,  9  oz.,  luff  39’6”,  leach  36’10”,  foot  16’10  ”,  good  condi¬ 
tion  $350/offer.  Seafarer  Mark  3  depth  sounder  plus  in-hull  kit, 
new  $85.  Gallon  Woolsey  Tradewinds  rich  red  bottom  paint 
$10.  Plywood  pram,  freshly  painted,  gunwale  guard,  leathered 
oars,  $125.  (408)268-3403 

CATALINA  27 

Dsl.  eng.,  VHF,  DeWitt  sails,  stove  w/oven,  custom  teak  soles, 
12H  Danforth  w/chain  &  150’V2”  yacht  braid,  tape  deck.  Com¬ 
plete  cruise  away  boat;  bristol  condition.  Owners  have  bought 
bigger  boat.  Call  (916)  961-9619  for  detailed  equip,  options. 

MARINE  SERVICES  GROUP 

Boat  maintenance  and  repair.  Cabins  &  galleys  cleaned,  hulls 
buffed  &  waxed,  bottoms  cleaned,  wood  oiled,  varnished, 
painted,  restored,  other  tasks  to  support  your  sailing.  Regular 
maintenance  programs. 

JOHN  S.  TUCKER  (415)  339-1729 

SANTA  CRUZ  27  “DOMINO” 

w/12  bags  of  sails,  Kenyon  Apparent  wind,  close-hauled, 
Signet  Digital  speedo,  Poly-axial  compass,  4  h.p.  Mercury.  Ful¬ 
ly  equipped  &  racing  now  on  Lake  Tahoe.  Black  hull  over  white 
linear  polyurethane,  no  trailer.  $20,950. 

Call:  (916)  541-6220  evenings. 

FLYING  FIFTEEN  FOR  SALE 

20-foot  planing  keel,sloop;  British  built  fiberglass  Uffa  Fox 
one-design.  DeWitt  main  &  jib,  spinnaker,  full  cover,  licensed 
trailer.  Buyer  should  qualify  to  race  on  the  Bay.  Seller  will 
finance  at  $3,000. 

Leave  message  (415)  848-1600. 

SEA,  AIR,  LAND,  SURVIVAL  CO. 

Liferaft  Sales  &  Rentals.  Certified  Liferaft  Inspection  Station  & 
AVON  Boat  Repair.  Specialists  in  Life  Support  Equipment. 

BILL  HUBER,  U.S.C.G.  Ret. 

629  Bair  Island  Rd.,  Redwood  City 
(415)  365-6374 

FOR  SALE  —  SPITZGATTER  CUTTER 

23’/2-foot  wooden  double-ender.  Gaff-rigged;  carries  topsail. 

Full  cover;  new  bottom  job.  A  miniature  classic! 

Carol  Dibner,  387-0403  home 
556-3990  work 
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Classic  8'  Herreshoff  Yacht  Tender 

Y  Hand  crafted  cold  molded  Cedar  hull  with 

Honduras  Mahogany  trim,  epoxy  glued 
and  bronze  fastened.  Light  weight 

*  1  (65  lbs),  strong  and  durable  with  hand 

'  rubbed  urethane  finish.  Oars  and  traditional 

sailing  rig  stow  inside  boat. 

DOJ-J  PETERS  CUSTOM  YACHTS-192^  Willow  St.  Alameda  -^15-865-2001 

WONDOLLECK  JSL  »  mm 

SPECIALIZING  IN: 

RIGGING  A- 

RIG  TUNING 

OECX  LAYOUTS  X&Rj 

_  ELECTRONICS 

SALVAGE 

Nfcv  CABINET  WORK 

1^  BOnOM  CLEANING 

IgiMk  (IN  WATER) 

'IP  415-522-8042 

1 

36’  GAFF  SLOOP 

WF  Stone  design.  Fir/oak, 
rebuilt,  very  gd.  Set  up 
Bay/Delta/Coastal.  Sleeps  6 
w/6’2”  headrm.  Full  galley/en¬ 
closed  head.  Ideal  liveaboard 
slip  ava.  $25, 000/consider  par¬ 
tial  trade.  (415)234-3593 

. 

HAVING  FUN??? 

If  you’re  not,  or  want  even  more  fun,  join  the  Ranger  23  crowd 
for  exciting  racing,  YRA  Sect.  IV  or  offshore  MORA;  or  just 
cruising  this  big/little  boat,  sturdy  and  fast.  Race  equipped 
R-23  now  racing  is  for  sale  by  owner. 

(415)  383-2131 

PROFESSIONAL  QUALITY 
ADHESIVES  AND  COATINGS 

Clear,  penetrating  epoxy  sealer  for  wood  or  ferro-cement  $25/2 
gal.  kit.  Linear  polyurethane  paints  •  all  the  colors  of  the  rain¬ 
bow  $20/2  gal.  kit.  Antifouling  paints  -  both  tin  &  copper  types, 
from  $20  to  $80/gal.  Poiysulfide  rubber  2-component  sealants 
for  caulking,  bedding  $20/gal.;  epoxy  adhesives  $1 8/gal.  Flota¬ 
tion  foat  $24/2  gal.  kit.  Technical  manual,  “How  to  Finish  Your 
Ferrocement  Boat,"  available  $5,  refundable  w/first  $50  order. 

We  also  have  a  laminating  resin  superior  to  the  West  System. 

SMITH  &  CO. 

1220  S.  49th  St.,  Richmond,  CA  (415)  237-5986 

Marine  Surveyor  Marine  Surveyor 

LLOYD  F  BENSON 

Experienced-Reliable-Specializing  in  Sailboats 

P.O.  B6x  DD,  Belvedere,  CA  94920  (415)  454-7271 

Jill  F0R  SALE 

JIP'  30’  Custom  Cold  Molded 

yiiilir  jwjlF*  (Wood)  Racer/Cruiser.  1977 

North  American  Vz  Ton  Champ. 
ifiE  Galley,  4  berths,  diesel  h.p.. 

!  —J* , !  M  (415)392-0427  (415)332-0602 

MUST  SELL! 

Prince  Charming  —  1  rst  to  Finish  S.F.  to  S.D.,  1979,  3rd  on  cor¬ 
rected  time.  30’ULDB  Ocean  Racer,  8’  beam,  3500  lbs.,  twin 
headfoil,  DAD,  speedo,  fatho,  7  sails,  dry  storage  dolly  &  more. 
Terry  at  (408)  688-7210  —  Howard  (408)  476-6923. 

FOR  SALE 

Alberg  35,  1966,  Pearson:  East  Coast  boat,  exc.  condition.  Well 
equipped  plus  much  more  new  equipment.  Teak  combings,  tow 
rails,  and  trim.  Aft  galley.  Wheel.  Atomic  4  gas  engine.  Main, 
jib,  roller  furling  genoa.  Pt.  Richmond  slip.  $37, 600/offer. 

(408)  268-3403 

FEMALE  CREWMEMBER  WANJED 

Leaving  for  Mexico  —  Hawaii  in  mid-October.  34’  cruising 
sailboat.  Diving,  sightseeing,  etp.  Prefer  experienced  sailor 
under  30. 

Write:  Crew,  707  Shary  Avenue,  Mt.  View,  CA  94041 

A  NEW  DISCOUNT  CATOLOG 

With  True  Discount  Prices 

H  &  K  MARINE 

Marine  supplies  and  hardware.  Call  (415)  676-BOAT  or  write  for 
our  free  DISCOUNT  CATOLOG,  P.O.  Box  205,  Concord,  CA 

94522 

YOU  NEED  A  CLEAN  BOAT 

In  either  racing  or  cruising,  the  advantage  of  a  clean,  orderly 
craft  is  highly  benificial  both  mechanically  &  psychologically. 

We  clean  boat  decks  &  interiors  to  your  specifications  in¬ 
cluding  stowing  gear  where  &  how  you  want.  Underwater  hull 
cleaning  is  done  by  an  exp.  diver.  No  job  too  large  or  too  small. 

Let  us  help  you  gain  the  advantages.  Monthly,  Bi-Monthly, 
Weekly  or  one-time-only.  Broker  inquiries  welcomed. 

Call  Al  Oliva  (415)  758-8088. 

MUST  SELL 

Wylie  V2  Ton  Sloop,  “Hawkeye.”  11  Hood  Sails,  65  Trophies  in 
the  last  2V2  years.  Excellent  condition  and  new  motor.  $18,500. 

(714)548-3464 
or  (714)  548-2698 

\ 

FOR  SALE  -  SAIL  BOAT 

28-foot  Sloop  (Nichols.)  Full  keel,  inboard  engine,  self  tacking 
jib.  $14,500. 

(408)  245-1533 
evenings  and  weekends 

MOBILE  FIBERGLASS  REPAIR 

Specialist  in  Fiberglass  &  Gelcoat  Repair 

At  Your  Dock  or  in  our  Shop. 

Major  &  Minor  Damage,  Structural  Modifications. 

(408)  988-7605 

FORMOSA  41  DOCUMENTED  DIESEL  KETCH 

Elec,  frige,  VHF,  RDF,  EPIRB,  DS,  Sumlog,  Autopilot,  CQR, 
Danforth,  windlass,  pressure  hot  water  w/shower,  7  sails 
dinghy,  canvas  covers  &  dodger,  stereo,  propane  cooking, 
kerosene  heating,  lectrasan,  spare  Perkins  parts.  $70,000 

(415)  521-9315 

CA  !  CINISlVt 

SELECTION  OF 
SAILING  BOOKS 

—  NEW  &  USED  — 

*  Navigation  —  Boatbuilding 

*  Sailing  Stories 
Out-of-Print  Search 

*  Special  Orders 

The  Little  Willow 

207  Caledonia  Street 
Sausalito,  California  94965 

332-3824 


Custom  camvas 


CUSTOM  YACHT  UPHOLSTERY 

Design  consultation  by  appointment  only.  We 
use  only  the  highest  quality  materials  with  the 
finest  craftsmanship  in  the  Bay  Area. 

1702  Bridgeway,  Sausalito,  Ca.  332-1078 


PATHFINDER  SELF-STEERING  VANES 


"Successfully  Used  For  Years" 

Call  Bill  Paulson:  453-8722  454-9285 
Western  Sales  Mfg.  Co.,  San  Rafael,  Ca. 


Wotwn  Whole  Ltd. 
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1463  BEAC H PARK- FOSTER  CITV.CA. 
574  3000 


SHIP’S  CLOCKS 
WEATHER 

STATIONS 

LAMPS  *  BELLS 


WANTED  —  SANTANA  22 

We  would  like  to  trade  our  equity  in  a  Santana  525  for  a  San¬ 
tana  22  in  good  condition.  We  will  sell  the  525  for  $15,500.  It  is 
race  rigged  and  in  excellent  condition. 

Call:  (415)  752-9725 


BOAT  TRAILER 

25-ft.  tandem  axel  GVW  10,000  custom  designed  to  haul  4  ton 
Columbia  29  from  Boston  to  S.F.  Electric  brakes  with  in-cab 
controls.  Extra  heavy  construction  with  third  axel  if  required. 
Steel  cradel  attached.  $2,100.  (415)  564-7651 


SEABIRD  SAILING  SCHOOL 


Classes,  Rental, 

Private  Instruction. 

El  Toro,  Capri,  Laser. 

Aquatic  Park,  Berkeley,  CA  (415)  548-3730 


READY  OUTBOARD  SHOP 

Sausalito 

New  and  Used  Motors 

Your  old  motor  is  worth  trade-in  dollar$ 

—your  authorized  Evinrude  dealer— 

(415)332-5233  9-5  Tues.-Sat. 


WORKING  CHARTER  PARTNER  WANTED: 

Full  service  ocean  yacht  54’  ketch.  Leaving  for  Caribbean  Nov. 
15.  Destination:  Antigua/Grenada.  Must  be  expert  sailor,  in¬ 
vestment,  1  year  contract  &  be  able  to  get  along. 

(408)  427-2555 


JOB  WANTED 

Avid  sailor/racer,  MBA  with  Big  “8.”  CPA  experience,  seeks  in¬ 
teresting  boating-related  job.  Need  not  be  accounting  or 
business-oriented.  Reply  Box  J,  Latitude  38,  P.O.  Box  1678, 
Sausalito,  CA  94965. 


O’DAY  23 

Excellent  family  boat  for  Bay/Delta.  Easy  to  sail  1972  fiberglass 
sloop,  pop  top,  sleeps  5.  With  San  Leandro  Berth.  Many  extras 
too  numerous  to  list.  $5, 900/offer.  Call  owner  at  work, 
weekdays.  Ron  (415)  542-1650 


48’  ALDEN  CUTTER 

Beautiful,  Casey  built  cutter,  1938,  rebuilt  1964,  in  excellent 
condition.  Pisces  60  H.P.  diesel,  new  in  1976,  lots  of  good  gear, 
located  in  Sausalito.  $74,900.00 

BOB  TEFFT  CRUISING  (415)332-3690 


24’  SPARKMAN  &  STEPHENS  YANKEE  DOLPHIN 

Fiberglass  sloop.  Very  well  maintained.  Built  in  1969.  Full 
keel/centerboard.  Stiff  Bay  sailer,  good  Delta  cruiser.  6  H.P. 
Johnson,  long  shaft  in  its  own  well.  $11,800 

(415)  453-2998 


elassy  classified 

You  can  get  your  classy  classified  started  by 
sending  your  check  for  $10  ($20  for  businesses) 
along  with  your  40  wonderful  words  to:  latitude  38, 
p.o.  box  1678,  sausalito,  ca.  94965.  The  deadline  is 
the  22nd  of  the  month  and  we  cannot  bill  you  —  it 
just  wouldn’t  be  classy  if  we  did.  And  remember  to 
include  your  phone’s  area  code  to  ensure  full 
classy  coverage. 


SACRIFICE  SALE 


Two  Boat  Owner  must  sell  this  23’  Maya.  Bristol  condition. 
New  decks,  paint  &  varnish,  7  sails,  Seagull  o/b.  New  galley, 
teak  cabin  &  cockpit.  See  at  C-5  Berkeley  Marina.  Leave 
message  at  (415)  549-1419.  Any  reasonable  offer. 


20’  CARINITA  SLOOP 

Mahogany  pianked,  varnished  hull.  A  handsome  Bay  classic. 
Outboard.  Good  condition.  Sausalito  berth.  $2,250  or  best  of¬ 
fer.* 

(415)  332-6643 


'W 


Looking  For 

MARINE 
INSURANCE 

R.E.  DICKERSON  &  ASSOC. 

Insurance  Brokers 

341-2674 


Specializing  —  Marine  Insurance, 

Yacht  Clubs,  Marinas,  Shipbuilder’s  Liability, 
Cruisers,  Sails,  Yachts,  Houseboats. 

25  Years  Experience 
1941  O’Farrell  St.,  San  Mateo 
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RIGGING  •  RIG  TUNING  •  COMPASS  ADJUSTING  •  OUTFITTING 
ELECTRONIC  INSTALLATION  •  ELECTRICAL  •  YACHT  DELIVERIES 

ROMAINE 

YACHT  SERVICES 

RONALD  R.  ROMAINE  KARL  ROMAINE 

61  MIRAFLORESAVE  1  YACHT  DELIVERIES 

SAN  RAFAEL,  CALIF,  94901  PORT  HUENEME,  CALIF, 

(415)  453-3969  '  (805)  483-7227 

31’  SEARUNNER  TRI  “REDWOOD  COAST 

In  top  condition;  ready  for  extended  cruising.  Dodger,  steering- 
vane,  fathometer,  dinghy,  refrig.,  sumlog,  6  sails,  8  winches, 
stereo,  chronometer,  barometer,  propane  stove.  Sleeps  four.  6 
month  sublease  in  Santa  Cruz.  Offered  $29,000. 

Don  (408)  475-7295,  message  (408)  462-1085 

CLASSIC  WM.  HAND  KETCH 

35  x12’.  Equipped  &  ready  for  cruising/liveaboard.  Comfortable, 
stable,  tight  ship  with  modern  equipment.  Fine  condition.  Lots 
of  room  &  storage.  MD3B  diesel.  Lots  of  equipment.  $36,500. 

(408)  427-3527  &  475-0239. 

Lion  Sailing  School 

Beginning  &  Advanced  Lessons  Cruising,  Racing,  Piloting 

ABOARD  DITHYRAMB  -  '77-'78  SEASON  CHAMPION 

ALSO  BAREBOAT  CHARTERS  Aboard  22'  -  43'  Boats 

Marriott  Inn  Dock  Berkeley  Marina  —  (415)526-4559 

MARINE  SURVEYOR 

FRANK  OLIVEIRA 

Call  Bvfort  9AM  Available  Seven 

or  After  6PM  (415)  3882239  0#Y*  •  vv*tk 

Uutwn  & ^lettering  ^ 

Order  your  durable  "Dry  Paint"  —  boat  lettering,  individually 
designed  according  to  your  specifications,  selecting  from  over  400 
color  combinations  on  our  convenient  order  blank! 
Registration  numbers  and  speciality  art  too! 

A  to  Z  Signs  &  Graphics  532  3rd  St.,  San  Rafael,  Ca.  457-1849 

«  30’  TRIMARAN  “AEG” 

Modified  Nimble  design,  sleeps  4,  fast,  with  ex.  windward  per- 
fprmance,  first  quality  const.  &  condition,  mahogany  interior,  5 
sails,  Barient  winches,  aluminum  mast,  Honda  o.b.,  v.h.f.,  r.d.f., 
k.m.,  apparent  wind  angle  &  speed.  Tiburon  berth,  $16,300. 

(707)  762-9694 

WE’RE  TRYING  FOR  LOCATE  THE  SLOOP 

"YELLOW  JACKET" 

of  Sausalito.  Nothing  serious,  just  curious.  If  you  can  provide 
any  information  about  what  it  is  of  where  it's  located,  we  would 
appreciate  a  call. 

eves  (415)  388-6531 

FOR  SALE 

42  ft.  conv.  landing  craft,  gas,  roomy,  slip  available. 

$3,000 

George  8-5  465-7932 

O’DAY  27 

Moving  up  and  must  sell  this  beautiful  1978  diesel  aux.  sloop. 
Fully  equipped  with  150%  genoa,  anchor,  VHF,  knot  meter, 
depth  sounder  and  much  more.  Asking  $20,500 

Eves:  (408)  699-0293 

JAMBER: 

A  fast,  comfortable,  Rawson  30,  refitted  for  offshore  cruising 
such  as  rigging,  tanbark  sails,  self  steering  vane,  depth 
sounder,  VHF  and  more.  This  fine  reputable  boat  priced  at  a 
negotiable  price  of  $27,800  including  berth. 

Phone:  (415)  592-7216,  592-5420 

DELUXE,  SPACIOUS  OCEAN  VIEW 

Condominium  for  lease  or  sale  on  Northern  San  Diego  county's 
small  craft  harbor  2  miles  from  Amtra'fct,  municipal  harbor  near¬ 
by.  Slip  possible.  Adults,  no  pets.  West  Coast  Pacific,  agent. 

Call  John  Giroux.  (714)  722-7728 

A.B.  INSURANCE 

STEVENSON  (  1 1  \  3450  lakeshore  ave. 

\  \\\  A  OAKLAND,  CALIF.  94610 

VCT  \\  VV  (415)  763-4840 

FOR  SALE:  24  FT.  ISLANDER  BAHAMA 

Excellent  condition.  Sail  inventory  complete  with  spinnaker 
gear.  Evenings:  (415)  254-41 10 

JIB  FURLING  SYSTEM 

Brand  new  Nicro  NF  11200  furling  drum,  upper  swivel  and  bail. 

For  up  to  1200  sq.  ft.  headsail.  List  price:  $407.00.  Will  sell  for 
$300.00.  Call  Mike  Basler  (415)  341-6322  after  6:00  p.m. 

ERICSON  35 

October  "78,  excellent  condition.  Signet  instruments,  Barient 
winches,  Motorola. .VHf,  refrigeration,  stove/oven,  diesel  aux¬ 
iliary  &  much  more.  $59,950.  Berth  available. 

(415)  964-6435,  ext.  270  days.  (415)  343-9751  eves. 

V 

WANTED: 

2  attractive,  outgoing  females  w/sailing  exp.  for  growing  local 
charter  brokerage.  P/T,  commission,  develop  business  &  cor¬ 
porate  accounts.  Potential  for  future  partnership.  Prefer  Pen- 
ninsula  resident,  business  or  sales  background.  Response: 

P.O.  Box  66998,  Scotts  Valley,  CA  95066 

SAIL  VIRGIN  ISLANDS 

Your  own  yacht  with  crew  for  parties  of  2-12  for  as  little  as  $70 
per  person/day.  Includes  gourmet  meals,  unlimited  bar. 
Lynhollen  Yacht  Charters, 

601  University  Ave.,  Suite  150,  Sacramento,  CA  95825 

ULTRA  FAST  TRIMARAN  ARROW 

36’  LOA,  22’  Beam,  3600  lbs.  Excellent  condition,  North  Sails, 
Ash  paneled  interior.  Sleeps  4,  Set  up  for  singlehanded  racing. 
Ocean  ready  or  6  mo.  sub-lease  S.C. 

(408)  475-0897 

BOB  TCFFT  CRUISIDG 

yK  +IJ-JJ2-J690  J 
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26’  Garden  gaff  cutter,  "VASHON  ISLAND,”  1967,  17,000# . $40,000 

29’  Alden  diesel  cutter,  classic  good  sailor,  clean . 22,000 

30’  Atkin  schooner,  “LITTLE  MAID  OF  KENT,”  1970 .  . . 25,000 

30’  Cheoy  lee  Bermuda  ketch,  1963,  Mexico  veteran . 29,500 

31’  Mariner  diesel  ketch,  1972,  back  from  HI . 43,300 

31’  Angelman  ketch,  1961,  good  character . 37,500 

32’  New  Zealand  cutter,  1974,  singlehanded  Tokyo/SF  47  days  .  38,950 

33’  Schock  cutter,  1939,  loaded  with  equipment . 22,500 

34’  Wells  ketch,  1964,  been  to  So.  Pacific  twice . 55,000 

34’  Block  Island  diesel  ketch,  sails  well,  nice . 29,500 

36’  Hanna  Carol  ketch  (2)  1944  $15,500  &  1964 . 45,000 

38’  Mason  ketch,  1970,  cruise  vet  w/5  pages  of  inventory  62,000 

39’  Murray  Peterson  gaff  ketch,  “LITTLE  DANSKER,"  beaut! ! . . .  .49,500 

40’  Atkin  canoe-sterned  cutter  motorsaiter,  1968 . 50,000 

40*  Schock  ketch  with  big  inventory,  beautiful . 49,500 

42’  Colin  Archer  ketch,  1963,  very  heavy,  well  found . 59,500 

46’  Cal  2-46  ketch,  1975,  lots  of  gear  &  clean  120,000 

46’  Campos  heavy  ketch,  1949,  similar  to  famous  “GAUCHO".  .80,000 

47’  German  steel  yawl,  1962,  new  diesel,  excellent  82,500 

52’  Alden  ketch,  recent  diesel  and  hull  work,  needs  interior . 70,000 


SPECIALIZING  IN  OFFSHORE  CRUISING  BOATS 


Brokers  Of 
New  Or  Used 


SAILS 


Let  us  sell  your 
old  sails  for  you 
or 

send  for  our  current 
list  of  beautiful 
cruising  sails  at 
bargain  prices. 


Industrial  Center  Building  No.  105 
Gate  5  Road 

Sausalito,  CA  94965  (415)  332-9515 


jl  - 


35’  ALLIED.  Well  built,  Loaded  and 
Cruise  Ready.  $45,000 


MARINE  INSURANCE 


BROKERAGE  SAILBOATS 


57’  Columbia . $125,000 

52’  Gulf  Star  Ketch . 225,000 

50’  Columbia,  Diesel,  A1 . 75,500 

46’  Classic  Diesel  Gaff  Ketch . 70,000 

45’  Garden  Diesel  Ketch . . ! . 46,000 

43’  Classic  R  Boat,  Mint . 29,500 

41’  C.T.  Diesel  Ketch . 68,500 

40’  Columbia,  Diesel,  Full  Keel . 44,000 

40’  Newporter  Ketch . Try  45,000 

36’  Gaff  Ketch  by  Stone . 25,000 

36’  Banjar  Ketch  Motorsailer . 97,500 

34’  Block  Island  Diesel  Ketch .  29,500 

33’  Fjord  Diesel  Motorsailer . 59,000  '• 

33’  Schock  Diesel  Cutter . 26,500 

32’  Vanguard  —  Wheel  —  A1 . Try  24,000 

30’  S&S  Motorsailer . 22,500 

29’  Columbia  —  Full  Keel . 3  from  17,800 

28’  Triton,  Full  Keel . 2  from  1 7,250 

26’  Clipper  With  Trailer . 8,900 

26’  Columbia  MKII . 12,000 

26’  Pearson  Commander  —  Bristol . 7,900 

26’  Excalibur . 8,500 

25’  Cal . .  •  8,000 

24’  Cal  T4 .  .  .  . . 7,300 

23’  Ranger . 3  from  11,000 

20’  Cal . only  4,500 


34’  DIESEL  KETCH.  Loaded,  Very 
Livable,  Cruise  Ready.  Only  $16,500 


CAL  30.  Full  Keel  Cruising  Sloop. 

Only  $22,500 


CAL  40’.  Race  Ready.  $49,500 


ED6EWATER  YACHT  SALES,  INC. 


BRIDGEWAY  AT  TURNEY 

Sausalito,  California  94965 

(415)  332-2060 


YAMAHA  25’.  Outstanding  Buy. 

$21,500 
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Dealers  for: 

Farr  24’  &  30’ 
Nor’West  33 


SKIPPERS 


SKIPPER’S  ANOUNCES  THE  OPENING  OF  AN  OFFICE  IN 
THE  NEW  PITTSBURG  MARINA  —  JULY  1st,  1979 


Yacht 

Sales 


SELECT  BROKERAGE  LISTINGS 


53’  SKOOKUM  KETCH . $150,000  29'  CAL  ...... . :V-  ■ 

52’  CHINESE  JUNK . 89,500  28’  PEARSON . 

48’  STAYSAIL  SCHOONER . 47,500  28’  CAL . 

46’  FRANZ  MAAS . 110,000  28’  ZIMMERMIA . 

45’  ROSBOROUGH .  65,000  28’  BUCCANEER . 

44’  PETERSON . 115,000  28’  STARLIGHT  CUTTER . 

42’  MAX  CARTER/N.Z . . . 65,000  28’  KINGS  CRUISER . 

41’  SWAN . 14^5,000  27’  CATALINA . 

41’  IMPERIAL . 69,500  27’  NOR’SEA . 

41’  CHEOY  LEE  OFFSHORE . 98,000  26’  NORDIC  FOLKBOAT . 

4V  CT. . two  from  75,000  26’  RANGER . 

4V  BENNETT . 45,000  26’  AMERICAN . 

40’  NEWPORT  AUX.  KETCH . 55,000  25’  SEA  HORSE  YAWL . 

38’  YANKEE  1-TON . 57,000  25’  PETERSON  2-25 . 

37’  GULF  STAR . 85,000  25’  SANTANA . 

37’  FAREASTGARDEN . ,..52,000  25’  O'DAY . 7 . 

36’  MORGAN  10 . 49,500  25’  BALEJOA . 

36'  ISLANDER .  50,000  25'  CHEOY  LEE  “Frisco  Flyer" 

36'  COLUMBIA . 37,000  25’  FLEUR  BLEU . . 

35'  ERICSON .  44,000  24’  SAN  JUAN . 

33’  RANGER .  29,750  24’  C&C . 

32'  WESTSAIL .  59,000  24’  BRISTOL . 

32’  STEEL  SLOOP,  aft  cabin . 39,000  24’  CAL  2-24..' . 

32’  KENDALL .  50,000  24’  ISLANDER  BAHAMA . 

32’  HERITAGE  MARINE . 33,000  24’  COLUMBIA  CONTENDER . 

30’  RAWSON . 2  from  25,000  23’  MAYA . 

30’  ISLANDER . low  price  23,500  23’  BEAR . 

30’  SCHULSTER  M/S . 20,000  22’6"  PEARSON  ENSIGN _ 

30’  PACIFIC .  14,000  22’  SANTANA . 


.  29,900 

. 29,500 

. 15,000 

. 15,000 

. 12,500 

. 10,000 

. 7,500 

2  from  12,750 

. 36,000 

.  2  from  6,800 

. 12,500 

. 10,500 

. 17,900 

. 17,785 

. 12,000 

. 10,000 

. 10,500 

. 10,500 

. 3,900 

. 17,500 

. 13,500 

. 11,900 

. 7,600 

. 6,500 

. 4,000 

. 10,000 

. 5,950 

. 4,400 

. 5,500 


MATTSON  SCHOONER-SEA  HAWK  55’;  Built  in  '76  at 
Betts  Marina,  expertly  crafted  with  exquisite  hardwoods 
throughout  interior.  An  excellent  liveaboard  cruiser. 


$86,000. 


CHEOY  LEE  LION,  Beautiful  35’  Teak  Sloop  Fatho, 
Knotmeter,  RDF,  AC/DC  Refrig  -  5  bags,  North  Sails. 


ALLIED’S  MISTRESS  39  KETCH,  1977,  center  cockpit, 
aft  master  stateroom  with  kingsized  berth,  H&C  pres¬ 
sure  water,  kerosene  heat,  zodiac  inflatable.  $98,500 


CAL  29  —  1975,  Atomic  4,  Barients,  Jib  Boom,  4  Bags  of 
sails,  Fatho,  Compass,  Wind  Direction,  Knotmeter, 
Dodger,  Great  for  Delta.  Must  See.  $29,900 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  DEALERS  for  NOR’WEST  33. 

Now  available  for  inspection  at  our  Sales  Dock.  A  fast 
full  keel  cruising  sloop. 


46’  CUTTER,  Center  cockpit,  auto  pilot,  dodger,  fatho, 
wind  speed,  direction.. 5  (jags  of  sails. 


BANK  FINANCING  ABAILABLE/  BERTHS  A  VAILABLE  FOR  ALL  BOA  TS 

1535  Buena  Vista  Ave.  Alameda 


(415)  522-6500 


«0BaBfc 


CRUISING  CONSULTANTS 

_  PERSONALIZED  SERVICE  _ 

f>h^N  cove  «OAD,  VALLEJO 

^pONE  f-rn-,'*  K^O-UQOb  or(^lg)  - - - 


^cfSIslks- 


Located  off 
780  between 
Vallejo  and 
Benicia 


BERTHS.  FINANCING.  INSURANCE  FOR  ALL  BOATS  WE  SELL 


BROKERAGE  BOATS 


18’  MERCURY  SLOOP . $  1,000 

22’  76  CATALINA  w/tr«lltr . 6,800 

22'  '66  COLUMBIA . 4,200 

22’  75  TANZER . 9,000 

23’  72  RANGER . 10,850 

23’  '69  SAN  CLEMENTE . 6,800 

23’  74  OUFORE  OTR.  TON . 12,900 

23’  '47  BEAR  BOAT  5.995 

24’  ‘66  ISLANDER  BAHAMA . 6,900 

24’  73  VENTURE  w/tralltr . 5,900 

24’  *64  CAL . 6,950 

25’  73  BAHAMA . 7,600 

25’  '69  CORONADO . 6,400 

25’  *61  FLEUR  BLUE . 7,950 

25’  76  LANCER  wftrallar . 13,500 

26’  77  CHRYSLER  SLOOP . 15.600 

26’  77  DAWSON . 17,500 

26’  76  S-2 . 24,950 

26’  76  S-2 . 24,950 

26’  70  WESTERLY . 17,950 

27*  77  CATALINA . 16,995 

27’  78  NEWPORT . 21,800 

27'  '69  SANTANA . 13,500 

28’  77  ISLANDER . 35,996 

28’  77  WESTSAIL . 46.900 

28’  70  COLUMBIA . 16,500 

30’  75  CLIPPER  MARINE . (2)  12,000 

32’  74  CHALLENGER . 42,500 

32’  72  VAN  DER  VLIS . 32,500 

32’  76  ERICSON . 40,750 

34’  '61  NICHOLS  YAWL . 29,900 

35’  74  ERICSON . 44.000 

36'  71  ISLANDER . 57,500 

36'  74  PEARSON  62,000 

37’  77  ISLANDER . 46,500 

37’  75  SEA  BIRD . 87,500 

37'  '65  GARDEN . 49,900 

37’  76  GULFSTAR . 66,000 

36'  MASON  63,500 

40’  ‘66  GARDEN . 77,650 

41’  75  NEWPORT . 96,000 

41’  74  GULFSTAR . 77,000 

45’  ‘47  CANADIAN  STEEL . 50,000 

50’  75  CUSTOM  SLOOP . 220,000 


27’  CATALINA,  1977.  All  the  right  things 
were  done  to  this  one.  Atomic  4,  well 
equipped . $18,995 


25’  CORONADO,  1969.  Excellent  exam¬ 
ple  of  this  popular  Bay  Area  cruiser.  New 
Honda . $8,400 


26’  DAWSON,  1977.  The  perfect  cruiser 
for  two  couples  with  aft  cabin  privacy. 
Strong,  like  new,  atomic  2 . 17,500 


50’  CUSTOM  SLOOP. 
Teak,  Mahogany  & 
Oak  Construction. 

Meticulously  cared 
for.  Perfect  for  char¬ 
ter.  3  private  state¬ 
rooms  &  crew  quar¬ 
ters.  Full  details  to 
qualified  buyers  — 
shown  by  appoint¬ 
ment . $220,000 


41’ GULFSTAR,  1974. 

(Sistership.)  One 
owner  since  new.  An 
outstanding  job  of 
outfitting  &  mainten¬ 
ance.  Many  custom 
features.  Excellent 

aft  cabin  layout . 

. $77,000 


37’  SEABIRD  KETCH,  1975.  Spacious 
center  cockpit  cruising  ketch.  She  is  ful¬ 
ly  equipped  for  liveaboard . $67,500 


37’  GULFSTAR,  1976.  Diesel,  Dodger, 
A.P.,  Refer.  Last  of  the  bargains  at  this 
price . $63,000 


32’  CHALLENGER,  1974.  No  interior  on 
any  32’  boat  can  compare.  Strong  and 
clean  throughout. . . .  Reduced  to  $42,500 


36’  PEARSON,  1974.  Diesel.  Clean, 
Capable  Crusing  Boat . $62,000 


page  103 


wave  traders 

1702  BRIDGEWAY  BLVD.,  SAUSALITO  CALIFORNIA  94965  -  415-332-9300 


YANMAR  DIESELS 


(1)  2QM20 


$2,800.00 


Other  Yanmar  Engines  Competitively  Priced,  ■.  * 
Please  Inquire.  A 


OUTBOARDS 


.  3  ‘79’s  Remain 

(1)  10  H.P.  Honda  S.S. 

(1)  6  H.P.  Johnson 

(1)  9.9  Johnson  Sailmaster 


$718 

579 

882 


ENKES  WINCHES 


#12 

#18 

#20 

#22 

#26 

#22 

#26 

#28 


S.S. 

$116 

161 

191 

260 

386 


ALUMINUM 

$101 

142 

161 

217 

322 


SELF  TAILING  2  SPEED 

390  $321 

565  470 

820  763 


METZLER  BRIGANT 

12’8”  Sportboat.  Takes  Outboard  to  25  H.P. 
Can  Be  Equipped  to  Sail. 

1  only  at  this  price  . .  .$1,148.00 


BROKERAGE  BOATS 

23’  ERICSON . $  4,900 

24’  C&C . 13,500 

27’  ERICSON . 21,000 

28’  CHEOY  LEE . 35,500 

28’  ISLANDER . 31,500 

30’  ISLANDER  MK . 30,000 

32’  FUJI . 46,000 

32’  TRAVELLER . 56,000 

33’  RANGER . 29,750 

34’  COLUMIBA  MKII . 31,000 

36’  ISLANDER .  46,900 

40’  ALDEN  MS . 68,000 


' »  s* 


We  are  selling  a  lot  ot  boats.  We  d  like  to  sell  yours.  It  you  are  think-  [  ^ 
ing  of  selling,  now  is  the  time.  Give  us  a  shot  at  it,  we  need  new  /  A jJL  ‘ 
listings. 


A 


MULTIPLE  LISTING  SERVICE  I 


STOVES  &  HEATERS 

DICKINSON  DIESEL  STOVES  &  HEATERS 

Chesapeake . $349.00 

Optional  Tank .  100.00 

Hot  Water  Heating  Coil  Available 
Bering  Oven  Stove .  700.00 

SHIPMATE 

SS  3  Burner  with  Oven 

Kerosene  $432.00 

Propane  372.00 

Propane  w/Broiler  436.00 

t  SS  2  Burner  with  Oven 

Kerosene  391.00 

Propane  340.00 

Coppertone  3  with  Oven 
'Kerosene  360.00 

Propane  317.00 

All  Prices  plus  inbound  freight 
from  Souderton,  PA. 


1/4” 

ROPE 

Sampson 

.  15/ft.  7/16 

.38/ft. 

5/16 

.22/ft.  1/2” 

.47/ft. 

3/8” 

,30/ft.  5/8” 

.80/ft. 

Nu  Blue  Nylon 

- 

3/8” 

.16/ft.  5/8” 

.47/ft. 

1/2” 

.32/ft.  3/4” 

. 64/ft. 

1/4” 

Dacron 

.10/ft.  7/16” 

.22/ft. 

5/16” 

.12/ft.  1/2” 

.30/ft. 

3/8” 

.18/ft. 

SPECIALVALUES 

NEW  AND  USED 

Monitor  Self-Steering  Vane . $800 

Danforth  60  lb.  Hi  Tensile  Anchor . 200 

RFD  6-Man  Liferaft,  New . 1100 

Kenyon  2  Burner  Kerosene  Stove . 65 

Chelsea  Clock . 360 

Morrow  Loran  A  Convertable  to  C . 550 

Brooks  &  Gatehouse  Harrier . 200 

4”  Brass  Cowl  Vent . 85 

Weems  &  Peath  Hand  Bearing  Compass . 70 


CONSTELLATION 

SEE  CONSTELLATION  AT  THE 
IN-THE-WATER  BOAT  SHOW 
IN  ALAMEDA, 
SEPTEMBER  7-16. 


